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Reflections • Friday 6 September 2019 • By Bishop Cam Venables

God’s call on your life and mine
When we read the Bible we find many
stories about God calling people to be
faithful and use their abilities to make a
difference for good. I particularly like the call
of God to Jeremiah to speak uncomfortable
truths to the leaders of his nation (Jeremiah
1.4-10). When we read this story, we happily
make the leap that God was not just
speaking to a Jewish boy two thousand six
hundred years ago, he was also speaking to
us. God was not just saying to Jeremiah,
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you…” God is also
saying this to us.
And, why would we not embrace this if we are feeling small and insignificant in the scheme of things;
and, if we are feeling powerless to bring about positive change in a world that has plenty of
issues? The text suggests that we are not as insignificant or powerless as we think, and that our best
identity is found in the understanding that we are known, created, and loved…by God.
However, before we feel too comfortable, the text goes on to describe God calling Jeremiah to be a
prophet, and being a prophet is a risky thing in any age. To challenge the greed, self-interest, and
unjust practices of powerful people in religion, politics, and business…is a risky thing. It was then, and
continues to be in our time, for when we read through the whole of Jeremiah we see that his recurring
message – that worship and justice matter to God – was generally not welcomed.
But, Jeremiah’s initial response to God’s call was not based on the fear of living an uncomfortable
life. He is remembered saying, “Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy…”’ Jeremiah knew
that his abilities were limited, and did not think he would be up to the task. He was a boy in a culture
that valued the opinion of adult men, and he was not good at public speaking which was going to be a
core skill for the task.
In response God is remembered saying, “Don’t be afraid…for I am with you…”
There is interesting wisdom here which suggests that God will equip those who are called, and not
necessarily call those who are equipped! That God calls unlikely people to lead and bring about
change seems to be a recurring theme in both Old and New Testaments. For God called Moses the
murderer to go back to Egypt and lead a community he was alienated from, and God called David the
shepherd to challenge Goliath the professional soldier. God called the teenage girl Mary to have a
baby, and her son called fishermen to be public speakers.
And, if God called all these unlikely people…surely God calls each one of us?
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God’s blessing on your pilgrimage, and mine…as we live our lives, and respond to God’s call each day.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Sunday Devotions • Monday 9 September 2019 • By The Rev'd Jamee-Lee Callard

Sunday Devotion: 15 September 2019, Fourteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
Main readings: Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14; 1 Timothy 1.1-2, 12-19a; Luke 15.1-10 (Exodus
32.7-14; Psalm 51.1-10)
Supplementary readings: Psalm 122; Luke 19.28-48; Jeremiah 19.1-2, 10-15; Psalm 51.10-19;
Colossians 3.12-21
“Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no repentance.” (Luke 15.7)
When I was small, I would often be distracted by what others were doing around me, often with
unpleasant consequences. Looking up at construction workers from the footpath or focusing too
much on what my friends were up to in the sandpit, my distraction sometimes cost me a grazed knee
or an unfinished activity. My mum used to regularly say to me, “Don’t worry about them, just focus on
what you are doing.” Now as an adult I find myself applying this advice when I get a bit lost worrying
over other people’s business.
In this passage from Luke we see how lost the scribes are through their judgmental comments about
‘sinners’. There is great irony to this, as their fixation on others’ faults and foibles, prevented them
from seeing that God was telling them the parable, having become incarnate with the very purpose to
find the lost.
When we stray from our relationship with God, like sheep who have wandered off, God searches after
us, longing to find and save us. Although it is important to stick with the flock, sometimes looking at
what other sheep are doing can cost us the rescue we think we don’t need. I wonder how often we
might miss God walking in our midst, coming to find us, because we are swept up in the ever-present
human tendency to get distracted by what others are up to.
Wouldn’t it be miraculous if we could be ready to spot Jesus as he comes to claim us, and truly
celebrate the joy-filled salvation God promises to us all?
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