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Reflections • Monday 1 February 2021 • By Bishop Jeremy Greaves

Why I am taking a break from Twitter

In the lead up to Australia Day, I was more than a little offended when the Prime Minister sought to
draw an equivalence between the experience of the convicts on the First Fleet and the plight of our
First Nations peoples on 26 January 1788 when he said, “When those 12 ships turned up in Sydney, all
those years ago, it wasn’t a particularly flash day for the people on those vessels either.”
In a single throwaway line, he dismissed over two hundred years of injustice suffered by our First
Nations peoples, who have been systemically dispossessed, disadvantaged, and discriminated against
since that day in 1788.
Of course, many corners of the Internet treated the Prime Minister’s comments with scorn, including
satirical news sites like The Betoota Advocate. Many Twitter users took a similar stand, posting original
memes featuring a pipe-toting ‘settler’ standing over First Nations people chained together by their
necks (with the text, “Life wasn’t real flash for the first settlers”) and armed and mounted authorities
shooting at Aboriginal men (with the text, “I just want you to know – I’m having a really sh*tty day”
inserted into speech bubbles above the heads of the authority figures).
Many corners of the Internet treated the Prime Minister’s comments with scorn, including on social
media (cartoon by David Pope, featured on the Political Cartoons Australia Facebook page)
I also ventured to comment on Twitter, with what was intended to be irony, on a post I read about
violence inflicted on First Nations people by an early governor in NSW, tweeting, “Of course it wasn’t a
particularly flash day for the Governor either.” The reaction was swift and brutal as people expressed
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offence at my post, misunderstanding its intention and point. As soon as I saw the response, I deleted
the post and apologised. This, of course, only inflamed things and the pile-on began.
I was already having a bad day, so I withdrew, deleting my Twitter account and going for a run to clear
my head and reflect. As a Bishop, and therefore a community leader, I needed to reflect upon the
significance of perception, especially in a medium where the reach and scope for misunderstanding
are wide. It was a salutary lesson for me about how I engage online. In particular, I found myself
considering the difficulty of having meaningful conversation when there is not already meaningful
relationship. This is particularly true when contentious matters, like egregious injustices against First
Nations peoples, are discussed.
Bishop Peter Stuart recently recalled three essential characteristics, outlined by Rowan Williams, that
aid the journey towards building community and real relationships. It seems to me that these three
things are increasingly important in a world where polarisation so often takes us to a place where
proper relationship and constructive conversation become seemingly impossible.
Williams lists these three characteristics as honesty, peacefulness and accountability.
Peter Stuart expands these as he reflects on how we might be the Anglican Church of Australia in
these challenging times, with distinct expressions in different Dioceses:
•

•
•

“Honesty is not simply telling the truth to one another. It is also about understanding what kind
of being/person we are. No one of us has infinite scope of time to realise our aims and
objectives; no one has endless time at our disposal, and no one of us is exempt from risk,
internal or external.
Peacefulness is not the denial or evasion of conflict, rather it is the resolve to engage actively in
sustaining relationships that address difference and disagreements as they arise.
Accountability begins with the habit of listening attentively to others with a view to contributing
our skills and gifts to secure what is best for them.”

Dr Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr-Baumann AO, 2021 Senior Australian of the Year, also offers invaluable
insights that speak into this space:
“What I want to talk about is another special quality of my people. I believe it is the most important. It
is our most unique gift. It is perhaps the greatest gift we can give to our fellow Australians. In our
language this quality is called dadirri. It is inner deep listening and quiet still awareness.”
She continues:
“We have learned to speak white man’s language. We have listened to what he had to say. This
learning and listening should go both ways. We would like people in Australia to take time to listen to
us.”
Perhaps dadirri is the gift we need at this time: this time in our nation, in our Church – the capacity to
actually listen to each other with quiet, still awareness. Real listening is something that is hard to do
when our only thought is about our next nasty rapid-fire riposte. Real listening is not possible when
we only know each other through Tweets or Facebook posts or sound bites.
Dadirri might not bring a change of mind and won’t miraculously bring agreement, but it might just
bring the beginnings of relationship and the hope of understanding. It’s not a bad thing for us to
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practise as we begin this year of ‘Being Together: Nurturing Relationships’ in the Anglican Church
Southern Queensland. Nurturing Relationships begins when we take time to listen.
I’m not sure I’m ready to venture back on to Twitter; probably one social media account is enough for
me at the moment. However, I do have a renewed commitment to honesty, peacefulness and
accountability as I work out, day by day, what it means to be a Bishop in the Church of God and a
Christian seeking to make my way in this fractured world.

Features • Thursday 4 February 2021• By The Rev'd Jamee-Lee Callard

Anthony of Egypt

Anthony of Egypt (Fra Angelico, St. Anthony Abbot Tempted by a Lump of Gold, c. 1436, tempera on
panel, 7.87” x 11.02”, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons)

I first came across Anthony of Egypt in September last year when I was compiling a list of the holy
hermits of our Christian history for our new ACSQ ministry Holy Hermits Online. His story and legacy
offer ongoing inspiration to me and our intentional online community members as we use retreat and
contemplation as strengthening practices for living out an authentic and connected Gospel life.
Known by different names such as ‘Antony the Great’, ‘Anthony the Anchorite’, ‘Anthony the Hermit’,
‘Anthony the Abbott’, ‘Anthony of Thebes’ and ‘Anthony of the Desert’, he is celebrated as the founder
and Father of organised Christian monasticism. He is renowned for his contributions to the written
works of the Desert Fathers and Mothers, which have seen a resurgence in popularity, celebrated in
works like Silence and Honey Cakes: The wisdom of the desert by the former Archbishop of Canterbury,
Rowan Williams. He is also recognised as one of the most remarkable spiritual warriors to fight
against the forces of evil encountered in the wilderness in our Christian history.
Anthony was born into a wealthy family in Egypt in around 251. He suffered the loss of his parents in
his youth and subsequently inherited their riches. Hearing the story of The Rich Man who asked Jesus
for the road to eternal life in the Gospel of Matthew, Anthony bravely followed Jesus’ direction literally.
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He sold all his possessions, placed his sister in a convent, distributed his wealth to people who were
impoverished in the city and retreated to the desert in search of communion with God.
Tradition has it that his long sojourns alone in the desert are marked by his resistance to the forces of
the Devil, and his rigorous discipline in the face of temptation. One of his sayings gives us a glimpse of
his struggles in the wilderness:
“I saw all the snares that the enemy spreads out over the whole world and I said, groaning, ‘What can
get through such snares?’ Then I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Humility’.”
Recognised as the legendary pioneer of the desert Abbas (Fathers) and Ammas (Mothers), Anthony’s
individual qualities and fervent humility enabled the desert movement to shift the patterns of
Christian discipleship. He defined practical ways of living out the Gospel and striving for greater
communion with God through committed and honest discipline. Another of his sayings gives insight
into his battle-worn wisdom:
“The person who abides in solitude and quiet is delivered from fighting three battles: hearing, speech,
and sight. Then there remains one battle to fight – the battle of the heart.”
So, for us to emulate his example we don’t need to camp out in the desert, but rather honestly
present our own hearts to God, by knowing them ourselves and being open to God’s transforming
love.
This might sound like a solo journey, but Anthony didn’t fight alone in the wilderness and nor must
we. Supportive friends and disciples brought provisions for him on a monthly basis, enabling him to
continue in his silence until he formed a community. I wonder how many of us can relate to that
based on our recent experiences in the COVID-19 environment.
The most celebrated of Anthony’s sayings, “Our life and our death is with our neighbor. If we win our
brother, we win God. If we cause our brother to stumble, we have sinned against Christ”, challenges
us to push the boundaries of what solitude can do when paired with social responsibility and applied
in communion with God and God’s creation. We are called into community with God, which does
require spiritual training and commitment. We are also called into community as the Body of Christ,
made up of fellow pilgrims on the journey of life. By zealously seeking and pursuing depth in both
communions, we find the greatest treasure which Anthony celebrated in the desert.
Anthony’s legacy seems to personify the part of our baptismal liturgy which exhorts us to “Live as a
disciple of Christ; fight the good fight, finish the race, keep the faith” (APBA p.60). Anthony fearlessly
encountered his own self-hood in silence, as well as the power of the Enemy. The wounds he gained
in these battles strengthened his witness, teaching us that in order to triumph over evil, an active and
committed connection with Jesus Christ must be at the heart of every Christian.
This inspires my own vocational commitment to live authentically as a spiritual disciple and leader in
the Church of God. Currently living this out with the Holy Hermits Online community, we celebrated St
Anthony’s lessons about endurance and commitment together on 17 January – Anthony’s Feast Day.
Our guest preacher The Rev’d Grant Sparks emphasised this in the message titled Committing to
receive and share God’s Love, which is available in video format on our website.
What this represents for our spiritual vigor and fitness for community life could be the battle we are
invited to engage in for transforming the Church. Whether our current desert experiences are lived
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out by choice or necessity, for us as an Anglican Communion, St Anthony and other holy hermits have
a lot to teach us.
I look forward to exploring this further with the Holy Hermits Online community in our upcoming
online study, ‘Lent in the Desert’. We will join together, from Wednesday 24 February, for an hour on
Zoom each week to reflect and share our journey through the desert with Jesus. We will be using two
resources which need to be downloaded and accessed before we meet. The first resource is the
free Into the Desert Lent app, which has been developed by the Anglican Board of Mission and is
available for both Android and Apple devices). The second resource we are going to engage with
is Silence and Honey Cakes: The wisdom of the desert, by Rowan Williams, which delves into the writings
and stories of the Desert Fathers and Mothers (some of the original holy hermits). This affordable
book can be purchased from Koorong, as a Kindle e-book or accessed as a podcast on YouTube.
Register for the Lenten Study online. For more information on this exciting new ministry more
broadly, visit the Holy Hermits Online website or email The Rev’d Jamee Callard
via Jamee.Callard@anglicanchurchsq.org.au for more information.

Features • Monday 1 February 2021 • By Dr Stephen Harrison

Flourish: one way we care for our people
The Anglican Church Southern Queensland (ACSQ) offers clergy, staff, chaplains and pastoral carers
and formation students, along with eligible members of their households*, free access to Flourish, a
wellbeing programme provided by external consultant, LifeWorks.
Flourish offers a range of services, including up to six one-hour confidential counselling services per
year, with face-to-face, over-the-phone and video call options.
Use of the Flourish counselling service is confidential, as the service provider does not identify service
users in invoices or reports.
Flourish has a longstanding relationship with the ACSQ, with the programmes in the past, for
example, including a prison chaplain Wellbeing Check Programme and education services for
formation students.
In 2020, the counselling component of the Flourish programme received a 96 per cent satisfaction
rating and a utilisation rate of 3.3 per cent, which is consistent with the usage rate across all
industries.
Ninety-six per cent of the ACSQ Flourish counselling clients in 2020 were clergy or staff, and so we
encourage parish priests and other managers to get word out about the eligibility of other household
members* to access the valuable free services.
The majority of ASCQ clergy and staff, and household members, who used the Flourish programme
last year were from the Southern Region, and so I would like to take this opportunity to encourage
people from the Western and Northern Regions to access the free service when needed.
Sixty per cent of ACSQ people who used the service in 2020 were female, with 71 per cent of clients
aged over 45 years. Interestingly, these figures contrast with Flourish’s benchmarking statistics, with
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an average of 30 per cent of men using the service across other industries and the service’s largest
client demographic being the 34 to 45 age range. These figures possibly reflect the openness of more
males in our community to seek counselling when needed and the higher mean age of our clergy and
staff compared to other industries.
Seventy-four per cent of those from our Diocesan community who accessed the counselling service
sought assistance for personal matters, with only 26 per cent of people seeking assistance for workrelated concerns. Of these personal matters, 21 per cent sought help for coping with stress, with the
remaining clients variously seeking help for family, health, interpersonal or other concerns.
Fifty-eight per cent of ACSQ clients chose to have appointments over the phone (possibly reflecting
the constraints of the COVID-19 environment), with 30 per cent of clients opting for face-to-face
appointments and one per cent choosing to meet with the practitioner online.
Importantly, Flourish also offers a free app with articles, podcasts and other resources on a variety of
topics, including retirement planning, living healthily, coping and resilience, relationships, work/life
balance and dealing with depression, abuse or health related matters. Users may extend their app
access for up to five family members, enabling these family members to use the app. The app also
offers a ‘Perks’ feature with a range of exclusive discounts covering shopping, dining and lifestyle and
entertainment service providers and retailers.
A ‘Leaders Hotline’ is also available, offering advice on bullying and harassment, conflict resolution
and staff performance improvement.
*The following people are eligible to use the ACSQ’s Flourish service:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Licensed clergy (Bishops, Priests, Deacons)
Retired clergy (includes PTO)
Stipendiary (paid) lay ministers
Chaplains and pastoral carers (includes volunteer Chaplains / Pastoral Carers)
Formation students
Parish staff
Other Diocesan staff
Spouses and dependent family members living at the same residence of any of the above.

For more information on the ACSQ Flourish programme (for you, your employees or household
members*), please visit The ARC (the ACSQ Intranet) or call Flourish on 1300 361 008, or contact
the Work Health and Safety Advisor Michael Kucera via mkucera@anglicanchurchsq.org.au or
07 3835 2315.
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Features • Monday 18 January 2021• By Sarah Gover

The role and function of Online Liturgical Assistants

"After a few months of ‘digital church’, our Parish Council realised that those attending church online
were a congregation in their own right and would benefit from support just like the usual face-to-face
congregation, so the concept of an ‘Online LA’ was born" (Sarah Gover)

2020’s disruption has called us to face many new challenges and take on many new roles. A favourite
new role of mine is that of ‘Online Liturgical Assistant’ in my Parish of North Pine.
Like many other parishes earlier in the year, we started online church during the time of COVID-19
restrictions via Zoom and Facebook Live so we could stay connected and spiritually nurtured. Rather
than skipping church because of travel, health and other family commitments, parishioners began to
appreciate the flexibility and convenience of attending church online.
Thus, we started to attract people who would not usually attend a face-to-face service, including those
living interstate or internationally. After a few months of ‘digital church’, our Parish Council realised
that those attending church online were a congregation in their own right and would benefit from
support just like the usual face-to-face congregation, so the concept of an ‘Online LA’ was born.
The Diocesan ‘Handbook For Liturgical Assistants At The Eucharist’ (p.4), says there are four basic
reasons for engaging people in the role of Liturgical Assistant (LA). These are:
•
•
•
•

to enable a fuller expression of the corporate action of worship in the Eucharistic liturgy;
to enable more and varied worship to be offered;
to assist the clergy in the conduct of services;
to model worship prayerfully and effectively to the congregation.

As an online LA, my role tends to be more focused on reasons two and three, as well as welcoming
people and assisting with pastoral care. I welcome people as they arrive, check in via the ‘chat’
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function, and when appropriate send “welcome to the church messages” through the ‘private
message’ function. This is a new role and is constantly changing and we adjust to and adapt to the
dynamic conditions, as required.
The ‘in-service LA’ (for face-to-face services that are being live-streamed as part of a ‘hybrid church’
model, blending online and face-to-face options) welcomes all members of the congregation,
encourages the online participants to make their presence known by liking or commenting and
introduces the online LA.
Throughout the service, I then interact with the online congregation, highlighting any questions in the
sermon and asking for prayer requests, just as the ‘in-service LA’ does for the face-to-face
congregation.
The highlight of my role has been meeting wonderful and interesting people, some of who are now
transitioning to the face-to-face services.
Top 10 tips for Online Liturgical Assistants
1. Welcome people as they arrive, encourage participation, and set a welcome and friendly
environment that is conducive to worship.
2. If you are streaming from a live service ask the ‘in-service LA’ to welcome the online
congregation and to encourage them to participate through liking and commenting, so they
feel part of the whole parish, not just a forgotten add-on.
3. Be real. If you, the LA, are real it will allow people to relax and feel a part of the service.
4. If people are watching via their Smart TV, they may not be able to interact. So, use your regular
parish communication channels, such as social media, email and newsletters, to encourage the
online congregation to check in with others, especially if they are unable to interact online.
5. Have your weekly newsletter and/or service outline available for the online congregation to
download so they can fully participate in the service.
6. Look for ways to include the online congregation in the service, such as inviting prayer
requests via the chat function and asking them any questions the priest asks the face-to-face
congregation.
7. Make a note of new people and where possible send a message of welcome. Facebook is good
for this. If you ‘hover’ over their name with your cursor, a box appears with an option to send a
message. This can be harder on Zoom and other platforms when you don’t have a way of
contacting viewers.
8. Personally invite online congregants to other parish events, like Mothers Union and men’s
ministry, etc, events. You may need to provide online ways for people to join these events,
especially if they live interstate or internationally.
9. Remember to go back through the online services at least a week or more after they have been
posted online to see who else has ‘liked’ or ‘commented’, and respond as required.
10. Keep attendance list for the online congregation and follow up on any absentees and new
congregants, so they feel included, cared for and embraced at all times.
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Books & Guides • Tuesday 2 February 2021 • By Bishop Bill Ray

A New Lease of Life? Anglican Clergy Reflect on
Retirement

"The first realisation for me was to understand that retirement is not an event, but a process. As several
contributors state, you have to get over the hump of retirement and move on," (Bishop Bill Ray on
'retirement')

“One of these [long retired] priests had already been serving his Tractarian parish for over fifty years.
He smiled that he was already over seventy when the retirement legislation came into force, so clearly
that was irrelevant for him” (p.1).
This was the reaction of one priest when the Church of England introduced the compulsory
retirement age in 1976.
As a contributor to this book, Brian McQuillen shares how he retired from a specific post, but not from
the priesthood itself (pp. 4 & 21-29).
Other contributors describe struggling with the perception of being retired. David Jennings recounts
how his grandson told him upon retirement that he is now a “substitute priest”. Jennings says,
“perception again, but laced with a criticism [for retiring before 70] (p.75).
In compiling this book, editors Neal and Francis draw on the experiences of “the religiously engaged
retired clergy” to effectively highlight issues arising from the compulsory retirement age.
The book has several aims. The first is to provide space for the retirement stories of 14 retired clergy.
Second, to identify any trends that will inform thinking and future direction. Third, to examine the
statistical information that is available to assist the Church in future planning.
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However, the book is not intended to supply answers, but rather to raise various facets that make up
the retirement agenda, including theological understanding of ordination and the indelibility of Holy
Orders.
On the back cover we read, “There are now more retired clergy in the Church of England than there
are in active ministry. Some clergy spend much of their life in retirement involved in the life and
ministry of the Church, while others feel that their gifts and experience are being ignored or rejected
by the Church they have served for many years.”
My hunch is that this reality in the Church of England is also the case in the Anglican Church of
Australia.
So, what can we learn from the 14 retirement stories and themes that are identified?
Each of the contributors is open, honest and speak into the joy and pain of retirement in a convincing
manner. David Walker, the author of the final chapter, titled ‘Reflecting on the Narratives’, reviews the
stories of each of the 14 contributors and identifies six key points. They are:
i. You have to get over the hump.
ii. In retirement there is a loss of social life.
iii. It is not right to go back to your previous ministry location and this further adds to the loss
experienced.
iv. The retiree has to ask themselves, ‘are they now wise or out of date?’
v. Retirees can support younger clergy.
vi. There is more than one phase in retirement.
From my experience of two years of retirement, I have found the book’s six key points to hold true.
The first realisation for me was to understand that retirement is not an event, but a process. As
several contributors state, you have to get over the hump of retirement and move on.
Katy Morgan described the start of retirement as, “The first week was just like a holiday…however, as
time went on it began to dawn on me that this was how it was to be from now on. I wandered
aimlessly through the days. I hated living in our ‘own’ house and missed having my own space, my
study. For me retirement was a fourfold bereavement. I had lost: my job…my daily contact with
people, my home and much of my past (p.36).”
Several contributors comment on the reality of leaving their former ministry location as being
essential but bringing a real sense of loss. A number of stories also relate situations where a clergy
person has retired in the area where they had served, making it challenging for the new incumbent.
Several contributors saw retirement as an opportunity to develop new skills such as in counselling
and remained a member of a community of faith. Like these retired clergy, it has been a great delight
for me to be a listening ear or spiritual director/mentor to younger clergy. However, it important that
we do not become out of date! We must keep up with our reading and stay meaningfully in touch.
About five years before I retired, my daughter gave me the book, How to Retire, Happy, Wild and Free. It
contained a lot of wise advice, including making sure you explore all your possible options in regard to
your financial situation. Neal and Francis make the same point in this book. Several of the clergy who
shared their story described how their financial situation changed when they retired and that was a
big adjustment.
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I was brought up short when I read about clergy having to retire because of health and/or mobility
issues. This impacts clergy, their spouses, family and friends. Peter Knibbs describes how he had a
heart attack in the parish hall after a worship service as, “A new chapter of my life and the life of my
family was beginning” (p.64).
At the end of his chapter Knibbs states, “Many can choose the circumstances of their retirement, while
I had mine thrust upon me. I cannot really pretend that I am content with the timing and the nature of
my retirement, but I have no discontent being an Anglican clergyman in this place at this time: a
recipient of the love and practical support of those who are charged with offering care to the pastors,
as well as to the flock.”
After reading this book and pondering the retirement experiences of others, I recommend it for its
diverse informative content. I encourage those who are nearing retirement and/or are recently retired
to form a small group of no more than four to explore the issues raised in this book. It would be great
to see several groups formed across our Diocese and we may even do our own research as well. The
book is not only a must for those of us at this stage of life or approaching this stage of life, but it is
also a ‘seed sower’ for the future.
Tony Neal & Leslie Francis (Eds), 2020. A New Lease of Life? Anglican Clergy Reflect on Retirement.
Sacristy Press, Durham, UK.

Features • Friday 1 January 2021 • By Nell Potter

Oh little town of Bethlehem

Star Street, Bethlehem

In the weeks leading up to Christmas Day, Bethlehem was no doubt spoken of from every church
pulpit the world over as people commemorated its significance in our salvation story. However, was
Bethlehem only talked about in historical terms as it relates to the Biblical narrative or was there
consideration given to the life infants are born into in current day Bethlehem?
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If you have ever walked down the steep cobble-paved Star Street at Christmas time with the beautiful
festive lights hanging overhead; meandered through the narrow, twisting streets lined with ancient
buildings in the old part of town; stepped through the hobbit-sized door that leads into the Church of
the Nativity or visited the Cremisan Valley and Shepherds’ Field, you know how special and spiritually
significant a place Bethlehem is.
Late last year I had the privilege of doing just that, but for me, what held more significance, was
meeting the local Palestinian inhabitants of this ancient city.
Despite the crippling Israeli military occupation Palestinians live under, they exude such life and
hospitality. Despite the threat of their homes being demolished without warning; their land being
confiscated for Israeli Settlements to be built; being placed on water rations whilst those same
Settlers have unlimited water supply and usage; their freedom of movement and access to education,
employment and healthcare being restricted by checkpoints and barriers – despite all this, they still
have hope.
My time in Bethlehem was largely spent attending two Palestinian Christian-led conferences, Kairos
Palestine and Sabeel. Toward the end of the Sabeel Conference, we visited the Dar al-Kalima
University College of Arts & Culture in Bethlehem, founded by Evangelical minister The Rev’d Dr Mitri
Raheb. It seemed fitting during Advent in Bethlehem that Dr Mitri would deliver a Bible study linking
the nativity narrative with the current day reality for Palestinians living in the Holy Land. For
Palestinian Christians the comparison could not be more obvious. Jesus was born into an occupied
land, as are they. Jesus and his family became refugees seeking safety, as have done millions of
Palestinians in 1948, 1967 and to this day due to the actions of the political State of Israel (not to be
equated with Biblical Israel). Every day Palestinians wake with the anxiety of not knowing what that
day will hold. They wake actively seeking hope to make it through the day.
I met many exceptional people, both Palestinians and Internationals. One such person was a gifted
writer, Mercy Aiken from the USA. Prior to COVID-19, Mercy had lived and volunteered at the
Bethlehem Bible College (BBC) for almost three years. Upon seeking Mercy’s permission I share with
you below excerpts from her article ‘Yet in Thy Dark Streets Shineth’ and her impressions of
Bethlehem. Her words paint a picture that transports you to those ancient streets and brings them
alive:
“Like the rest of this land, Bethlehem is steeped in mystery, liturgy, history, tragedy, absurdity, irony.
To enter Bethlehem is to set foot inside a living museum. It is to breathe the dank air of the caves
where Jerome translated the Latin Vulgate and thus charted the course of the Western World. It is to
run your fingers across the crosses carved by Crusaders in the marble columns of the church. It is to
mingle with men in brown Franciscan robes, nuns in the white and blue garments of the Missionaries
of Charity, and the various Orthodox denominations in their ornate caps and capes. It is to walk the
street with ladies in Hijabs, men in traditional Arab Keffiyehs and Eastern European pilgrims with
shawls over their heads. It is to wonder for a brief moment, what century exactly, you are living in.
Bethlehem is the pale stones of Star Street, where Christians have lived for over a thousand years;
now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It is a graffiti-covered separation wall that surrounds the city on
three sides. It is crowded refugee camps where kids play with marbles in narrow streets. (There are
few green spaces left in this densely populated municipality; a mingling of three towns, three refugee
camps and several large and growing Israeli settlements and checkpoints).
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Bethlehem is the sweet smoke of the hookah and incense, the fragrance of bees-wax candles and
strong Arabic coffee mingled with an occasional waft of tear gas, skunk water or the dark black smoke
of tires burning in the street. It is uprooted olive trees whose roots once clung to the soil through the
birth of modern Israel and the Palestinian Nakba [‘catastrophe’ of 1948]; through the British Mandate;
through the Ottoman Empire and even beyond. Some of these olive trees were saplings in the days of
the Crusaders. And some of them were old even then…
‘Don’t come to the Holy Land if you are not willing to talk about religion and politics,’ said a wise friend
during my first week at BBC. ‘They permeate everything here. Some tourists just put on rosy glasses, but this
place demands more. A visit here should compel us to deeply examine what we believe and the
consequences of our beliefs.’
Here is where at least two different ideas of what is called ‘prophetic’ face each other uneasily. One
face focuses primarily on various eschatological interpretations of events foretold; an end-times chart
in his hand. The other face focuses primarily on God’s heart for justice, mercy and speaking truth to
power; a measuring rod in his hand. These faces must come into agreement, but how? Must one of
them change the expression of its face? If so, which one? These questions are not mere philosophy in
Bethlehem, but matters of life and death…
I came to Bethlehem because I wanted to see His face in the very centre of Christianity; a place that in
some ways now sits ‘outside the camp’. And yet, in these dark streets, the light still shineth. Jesus, You
are walking in the West Bank, too. I see Your footprints everywhere, fresh and bright at this morning’s
sunlight.”
It saddens me that many Australian Christians don’t know what is actually going on in Israel and
Palestine. Many church-led tours are conducted through Israeli tour companies which present one
viewpoint and limit the exposure pilgrims have to see and hear from Palestinians. They go on tours
that take in the Biblical sites, looking at ancient stones, but fail to meet and talk with the ‘living’ stones
– Palestinian Christians. They fail to recognise that the oldest Christian community on earth is under
constant, unrelenting threat from the current day Empire. The Christian Palestinian narrative is often
overlooked in conversations about the Holy Land. Palestinian Christians exist, and they not only dwell
in Bethlehem, but also in Jerusalem, Nablus, Ramallah, Jenin, Hebron, Tulkarem and Gaza, as well as
the Galilee area of Israel, and they long for the global Church to hear their cry for hope.
One such way is to learn more through engaging with two Palestinian Christian organisations. Kairos
Palestine issue Christmas and Easter Alerts that provide reflections, insights, prayers and actions.
Sabeel distribute a weekly prayer guide, as well their Kumi Now weekly initiative that highlights
different organisations working on the ground in Palestine and Israel for a just peace. Palestinian
Christians have a unique understanding and perception of the Biblical text through their lived
experience of dwelling in the land that Jesus walked under in similar circumstances. And they remind
us, “Still, the only hope of the world is in the light of a star that neither tanks nor fighter planes nor
separation walls nor huge search lights can keep from penetrating the darkness.”
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Features • Friday 15 January 2021

Pass and receive the thread to life

Maori woman weaving

It’s easy in a large city, with work, family, and the ups and downs of life, to suffer quietly on our own,
and to hide our joy and successes out of modesty or politeness.
And so, it is comforting to turn to the craft and the metaphor of weaving, which is a popular metaphor
in New Zealand. Te whare pora (‘the house of weaving’) has been described as a “state of being”, as
well as a place. Weavers who were initiated into this house had their levels of consciousness raised to
be in a state of optimum readiness to receive knowledge. This was achieved through karakia (‘prayer’)
and initiation ceremonies. It was believed that the karakia endowed the student with a receptive mind
and a retentive memory.
Maori believe that the past is also the future and the present is an eternal circle. Raranga (‘the art of
weaving’) has been passed down from the ancestors to the people living today and is a living symbol
that has survived for many generations.
The spirit of raranga evokes feelings of spirituality, of togetherness and of unity. The art of weaving is
not only sacred but it literally weaves together all the people of the tribes and their ancestors,
ensuring that the tribes remain strong and that memories are kept alive.
So going back to those lovely words, “We pass and receive the thread”…we are simultaneously both
giver and receiver. If we are doing too much of one or the other, we risk being out of balance. Our
hope and our suffering are bound together in community and our hope is always open to the
movement of the Holy Spirit. Hope is not an individual endeavour.
If you’ve ever used a woven flax basket, you’ll know how incredibly strong they are. A strand on its
own has no real power, but woven, each strand’s power lies in its connection to the others. Paul
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suggests in Romans that if you have power in this world you are called to use it to be an ally, be a
sibling, to empower those with less, to create justice together, not individually, and not from a
distance or a great height. We are called to pass the thread and we are also called to receive the
thread when we find ourselves in need of strength. Ultimately, we are called to weave our lives
together into something new, something subversive, a new creation in our understanding of God by
seeing God in each other and in our new creation.
As Scot McKnight has eloquently stated, “if we are strong and have privilege and power, we will not
broker our power to divide the faith community, but we will disempower ourselves to empower each
sibling at the table and so live out the gospel of Christ.”
A woven item may still be strong, but it is not so tightly bound that there is not still room for the light
to get in. Our creation is always seeking and receiving Christ as the guider of the threads.
So perhaps we can contemplate how we work on the emerging new story whilst also leaving space for
the mystery to continually break through. How do we weave together with mutuality and
accommodation and remember that there is always more to be discovered about God and each
other?
There are opportunities to be found in communal art, the art of being together to create an openness
to the Spirit, rather than a drive towards an outcome. Surely this kind of spirit-filled, transforming,
ongoing, diverse togetherness is cause for great rejoicing.
Scot McKnight, 2019, Reading Romans Backwards: A Gospel of Peace in the Midst of Empire: SCM Press.
First published in the November 2020 edition of The Eagle, the magazine of St John’s
Cathedral. Read the latest edition of The Eagle online.
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Features • Friday 29 January 2021 • By Sandra King OAM

‘Australia Day’, ‘Survival Day’ or ‘Invasion Day’?

To commemorate recent achievements by Australian soldiers at Gallipoli, Australia Day was first
officially held on 30 July 1915 (Image courtesy of the Australian War Memorial)

Australians as a whole remain divided on whether the 26 January is a day to celebrate or protest or
mourn. Consequently, ‘Australia Day’, ‘Survival Day’ or ‘Invasion Day’ variously brings joy or heartache.
This annual day in our national calendar increasingly brings the ‘Change the Date’ and the ‘MAY8’
(‘Mate’) campaigns into our conversations.
There are differing views of these campaigns, and any debate or discussion must be had with open
minds and open hearts and truth telling about our history. Australia’s history didn’t start in 1770 or
1788. It started long before that, with evidence showing that the First Nations Peoples of Australia are
the world’s oldest continuously living civilization.
History has proven that changing the date and name is not at all uncommon when it comes to
celebrating Australia Day. The day commemorates Captain Arthur Phillip raising the British flag on a
land that was already inhabited on 26 January 1788.
Due to achievements in Gallipoli in World War I, Government officials chose 30 July in 1915 to be
Australia’s first official date to celebrate Australia Day. It may seem strange now that 26 January did
not seem important enough to be celebrated nationally. All other states and territories had their own
day of celebration and had names such as ‘First Landing Day’, ‘Foundation Day’ and ‘Anniversary Day’.
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In 1931, Victoria alone celebrated 26 January and by 1935, all other states and territories joined in the
celebration of this date, with New South Wales originally calling it ‘Anniversary Day’.
In 1946 all Federal and State Governments agreed to celebrate ‘Australia Day’ on 26 January, but the
public holiday celebrating this day was set on the closest Monday to 26 January in order to facilitate a
long weekend.
Officially, the public holiday celebrating Australia Day on 26 January was only agreed upon by all
States and Territories in 1994.
Given this history of Australia Day, it is surprising why so many are fiercely attached to the idea of 26
January being the date we celebrate ‘Australia Day’ together as a nation.
The sad thing about this date is that many Australians believe that they are celebrating the landing of
the First Fleet or Captain Cook ‘discovering’ Australia. This continual denial of the fact that the land
was already ‘discovered’ and inhabited is embarrassing and frustrating.
Historically, our State and Federal Governments’ lack of support in making the teaching of the ‘true’
history of Australia compulsory in schools displays a continued denial of the importance of truth
telling. The absence of education about our First Nations cultures and histories and the discriminatory
policies that governed their lives foster division, ignorance and racism.
What does Australia Day mean to me, as a First Nations Christian woman?
Sadly, it is a day that I cannot celebrate. Not celebrating this day does not make me a racist or a
radical, but from the perspective of a First Nations Christian woman, I believe that the denial of
Australia’s true history undermines unity, acceptance and Reconciliation.
Australia Day must be a day where all Australians (including our First Nations Peoples) should feel free
to celebrate. It should be a day of learning, unification and growing as a nation. It should not be a day
where people feel excluded from, ashamed of or guilty about their history.
Changing the date to celebrate this beautiful country should include all people of different ethnicities.
By acknowledging and accepting Australia’s true history, we can truly show that we are maturing as a
nation.
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News • Friday 5 February 2021 • By Dr Julianne Stewart

Anglican Board of Mission Lent Appeal – Together as One

Anglican Board of Mission (ABM) is marking the season of Lent again this year with its annual Lent
Appeal with the theme that we ‘travel together as one’.
COVID-19 continues to challenge us all, and ABM’s partners around the globe continue to respond in
ways appropriate to their contexts.
These include ongoing health and hygiene education in communities and provision of emergency
food for those affected by the ongoing restrictions.
The vaccine is a light on the horizon, but in the meantime ABM’s partners are using their ingenuity to
keep the projects going.
This year ABM’s Lent appeal will raise funds for Asset-based Community Development work in the
Philippines, St John’s Theological Seminary in Zambia, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Mission Grants in Australia.
Margie and Joel are part of a youth group living in a poor area of the Philippines who have joined
ABM’s Asset-based development project to raise funds for their families. With a small grant, they built
a convenience shop, and, until lockdowns started, were gathering wild watercress and making
barbecued bananas to sell. Once the restrictions end, they hope to resume their small local business.
Donations to this project can assist other youth groups to join the program.
Donations to St John’s Seminary will support ordinands from all over Zambia, especially those from
poor families, to have a quality theological education.
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Mission Grants assist Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Anglicans to engage in missional activities under the guidance of the National Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Council (NATSIAC). Donations to this project can help to facilitate exciting new ventures
in our Church. In the past ABM’s mission grants have enabled chaplaincy in an Aboriginal school,
musical instruments for a new ministry to engage with young men in the Northern Territory, help for
the establishment of the new Torres Strait Regional Council for the Anglican Church, and copies of
Kriol prayer books for Aboriginal churches.
There is also a ground-breaking interactive online Lent Study, ‘God was on Both Sides of the Beach’,
celebrating 150 years of the ‘Coming of the Light’ to the Torres Strait. This study features talks by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican leaders who will help us understand the history, the
present and the future of the Indigenous church in a unique way. You can pause the presentations at
any time to discuss, interact and share what you’ve learnt.
The study can be accessed online, from the start of Lent.
ABM is also pleased to invite all supporters to its first ever national online Lent Appeal Launch
to be hosted by the Dean of Grafton Cathedral, The Very Rev’d Dr Greg Jenks.
Date: Thursday 18 February
Time: 7pm AEST
RSVP by: Tuesday 16 February to info@abmission.org.au
This Lent, ABM asks you to consider donating to one or more of the projects featured in ABM’s
2021 Lent Appeal.

Features • Wednesday 27 January 2021• By Lalania Tusa Fa’aaefili

Connecting First Nations children with Country and
culture

Jarjums Connect Group children learning how to use fire sticks
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The Anglicare Southern Queensland Jarjums Connect Group is designed to nurture individual selfexpression and offer cultural support in a safe environment with a supportive Cultural Support
Worker for children and young people living in out-of-home care.
In January 2020, Jarjums Connect Group was established for all children, carers, families, staff, First
Nations Elders and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community members to come together and
immerse themselves in the sharing of First Nations history, cultural knowledge and a variety of
cultural practices.

Anglicare Southern Queensland’s Cultural Support Worker Lalania Tusa engaged in a painting activity
with Jarjums Connect Group children

Thus, the Jarjums Connect Group directly supports Reconciliation in accordance with the Anglican
Church Southern Queensland RAP Action (p.6, p.11) to:
“Develop, maintain and strengthen mutually beneficial external relationships with Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples, communities and organisations to support positive outcomes.”
Jarjums Connect Group meets fortnightly and is hosted in the Nerang Anglicare Southern Queensland
Office and surrounding areas.
The name ‘Jarjums’ is the local Yugambeh language word for ‘children’ and was included in the naming
of the ‘Jarjums Connect Group’ by me with the intention of incorporating more of the local language in
the traditional area, or ‘Country’, that the children are residing in whilst in care.
This program’s primary focus is on cultural connectedness so that children and young people begin to
develop and feel a strong sense of identity and belonging within themselves and the wider Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander communities. This, in turn, helps to raise awareness of the Recognise
Campaign and other pathways to greater recognition and self-determination of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples (Anglican Church Southern Queensland RAP Action, p.11).
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This is achieved through various ways in the fortnightly Jarjums Connect Group sessions, including via
art and textiles that explores the cultural significance and importance of traditional symbols, stories,
colours, totems and cultural art practices in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures. The various
art activities are stylised to cater for the varying ages that attend the Jarjums Connect Group and
encourages the children to learn about what our First Nations were like in the past and how this
contributes to contemporary Australian identity and their individual identities today. The art activities
include boomerang and gumnut painting with Aboriginal symbols, ochre face painting with Yugambeh
animals, clay moulding, How the echidna got their spikes story book dreaming drawing, sand art bottles,
gratitude rock painting with acrylics and symbolised rock formation art.
Through hands-on fishing at the Nerang River, the children can participate in culturally significant
hunting practices with the opportunity to share in the catch! Hunting is an important part of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and the children learn about the various forms of
hunting through discussions at the river. Through participation, the children will take part in keeping
First Nations cultures alive and learn about the cultural purpose behind hunting animals for survival.
This component of the program is designed to develop a greater understanding and appreciation of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander hunting practices.
The Jarjums Connect Group is inclusive in accepting diverse cultures in learning about traditional
song/dance rituals. The group explores the cultural significance of the songs/dances and why they are
practised and taught orally. This aims to strengthen cultural knowledge within the children and carers
in relation to the dance styles and what is worn in ceremonial dance. This gives the children and
families the opportunity to be involved in learning a new song of both Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander cultures.
Jarjums Connect Group also explores the cultural significance of natural seeds, bush tucker, grasses
and flora/fauna. This enables the group to gain a better understanding and raise their awareness of
the value of traditional gathering and the practices performed by the women of the tribe.
Through the yarning circle group discussions about bush tucker and natural seeded jewellery-making,
the young people develop their confidence in creative arts and their understanding of traditional seed
pods, bush tucker and natural fibres.
The sessions also encourage cultural competence through the exploration of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander plants, including their medicinal uses within the local area and wider Australian
landscape.
We also offer informative culturally-based discussions around the history of how damper was
prepared and made traditionally before the introduction of rations – particularly the introduction of
white flour to the traditional diet and the effects of this on First Nations peoples. Through the session,
the children and families learn and uncover the true history and uses of traditional Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander artefacts, exploring the uses of various types of artefacts used across different
‘Country’, trading, and cultural protocols and practices in relation to who can use them. The artefacts
that are presented and explored include the didgeridoo; clapsticks; Torres Strait Islander Kulups, wop,
head dress, dugong bones and oil; turtle shell; boomerangs; woomera and spears; digging sticks;
shields and stone axes; firesticks and rainmaker sticks and coolamon.
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Editor’s note: The new ACSQ Reconciliation Action Plan will be released in 2021.
Reflections • Thursday 4 February 2021 • By Jodie O’Shannassy

Hop n Hymns: from Toowoomba to Thargomindah

Jodie O'Shannassy enjoying an impromptu carols session with Roxanne and friendly locals at the Foxtrap
Roadhouse in Cooladdi in late 2020

Having grown up in the Church and lived a vibrant life of personal faith in Jesus during my teen years,
in my early 20s I was hiding from God working as a bartender and singing karaoke in a little pub on
the outskirts of town Toowoomba. One night a woman stood up and sang ‘Amazing Grace’
unaccompanied during karaoke which ultimately changed the direction my life took from there.
Music has a way of reaching into the deepest parts of the human soul, opening hearts and minds to
reflect on the joys and sorrows within. It was from this vulnerable place, during my ‘Amazing Grace’
experience that I began to reconnect with my precious friend Jesus.
Almost 30 years later, I was inspired to sing hymns in pubs as way of connecting with others who have
lost their way, are lonely or are in need of hope. A group of musicians attending St Bart’s, Toowoomba
at the time had already been serving local rural churches providing music for Sunday services. I, as
lead singer, Rick Bonser on guitar and mandolin, and Gillian Bonser playing flute and alto recorder
made up the core of this group. On occasion when we were playing close to home, we were blessed
with musical support from other St Bart’s parishioners, such as Frank Earley on double bass and The
Rev’d Dr Daniel Rouhead on piano. At the beginning of 2016 Suzie Ross joined the group to form our
current four-member band, ‘Hop n Hymns’. I gave a motivational speech, and we hit the road. We
started by doing regular hymn sing-alongs at a local pub in town, but soon found that we made more
meaningful connections in small rural communities.
It was at this point that I decided I needed to develop some keyboard skills, so with my limited
knowledge of music theory I began. Hop n Hymns has provided us with the opportunity to also offer
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support for outreach activities in the community, such as campfire church, community carols, pub
church, fetes and markets. Before we plan our pub gigs, we like to connect with a church community
in the area and work with them. We believe that once people have their heart opened to the Gospel
through music, lyrics and conversations, it is important for them to know where to go for support.
Hop n Hymns is only in town for a day or two.
Music has been a foundational influencer of faith for generations. What we sing sticks. Many songs
sung in Sunday Schools and kindergartens are remembered word for word into old age. The Hop n
Hymns team chooses songs prayerfully, with the intention to call forth hope and faith in Jesus through
the memories music can evoke. An eclectic mix of traditional old hymns, contemporary worship,
country gospel, pub classics and modern folk makes it possible for Hop n Hymns to be relatable to a
wide audience in pubs and at community events, as well as in church on Sundays.
Hop n Hymns guitarist Rick sees playing music as a form of worship and offering:
“I really enjoy being able to use the gifts God has given me, not only to worship Him but also to follow
His example and be a blessing to others. There are plenty of more talented musos out there, yet as
we make music and connect with people, I never cease to be amazed watching God at work.”
Recently The Rev’d Rick Gummow invited us to travel to Thargomindah, 11 hours’ drive west of
Brisbane, stopping at various places along the way. Amongst the many highlights of the trip was a
brief stop at the Foxtrap Roadhouse in Cooladdi where we sang carols under the shade of a cool tree
with our new friend Roxanne. By the time we arrived in Mitchell, about six hours’ drive west of
Brisbane, word had got out that we were coming, and a few faithful locals from the Anglican Church
showed up to enjoy dinner followed by worship songs under the stars.
Many of the connections we made on our recent trip will continue and will give birth to new
connections for a long time to come. One person we met told us their relative was in hospital in
Toowoomba 1000km away from home and family, and we were able to organise someone from our
Ecumenical pastoral care team to visit them the very next day.
So far 2021 looks to be one of change as my husband and I farewell St Bart’s and settle in at St
Matthew’s, Drayton. The band will spend a good amount of time in preparation and practice as the
members wait on God to see where He will us lead us next.
Hop n Hymns does not charge Anglican Churches for church-based bookings. For bookings and
for more information, please email beerhymns@outlook.com or call Jodie O’Shannassy on 0428
191611. Follow us on Facebook or Instagram.
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Reflections • Tuesday 2 February 2021 • By The Right Rev'd Dr Jonathan Holland

The Greeting of Peace

Justin Martyr (100-165) (By André Thévet – Saint Justin dans André Thevet, Les Vrais Pourtraits et Vies
Hommes Illustres, 1584. Image courtesy of Wikimedia Commons: public domain)

Coronavirus constraints have changed the way we pass the Peace at the Eucharist. Currently, it is
much more reserved, especially as we need to avoid shaking hands. In my parish church we remain
standing where we are and smile and nod at one another, as we say “Peace be with you” or similar. I
know of another church where they all wave.
I can recall the introduction of the Greeting of Peace into Eucharists in the 1970s. It met stiff
resistance. Shaking your neighbour’s hand seemed artificial and almost an imposition for those who
thought of the Eucharist as a private and personal affair. Clergy had to work hard to introduce the
new custom and its emphasis on the corporate nature of worship.
The Greeting of Peace wasn’t new. It is a well attested ancient practice. Paul closes a number of his
letters with the request to greet one another with a “holy kiss”. Maybe at end of the reading of one of
his letters the assembled people exchanged a kiss of greeting and then had the Eucharist? An
intriguing idea is that the practice begins not with Paul, but with Jesus. It was his distinctive way of
greeting his disciples. Maybe the reason the Gospels record such a strong shock at Judas’ betrayal is
because Judas did it with the kiss of peace?
By the mid-second century, the Kiss of Peace was embedded in Christian worship. Christian apologist
and philosopher Justin Martyr, writing in Rome about 155 AD describes a baptism, at the end of which
intercessions are said: “Having ended the prayers, we salute one another with a kiss. There is then
brought to the president of those assembled bread and a cup of wine…” Justin Martyr would
recognise the same sequence we follow today. In between, however, the practice was lost at the
Reformation. You won’t find the Greeting of Peace in the 1662 Book of Common Prayer.
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As in the early church of Justin Martyr, the Greeting of Peace is placed before the bringing of bread
and wine to be blessed and shared. Its placement here seems to be a result of Jesus’ words: ‘If you are
bringing your gift to the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go and be reconciled to your brother or sister and then
come and offer your gift” (Matthew 5.23-24).
So the Peace is a sign of being at peace with others because we are seeking to follow Christ’s teaching
and give his Peace a new foothold in the world through our own faltering attempts at reconciliation
and mutual forgiveness.
The Peace is essentially a symbolic action, but we also use words to highlight the meaning: “We are
the Body of Christ: His Spirit is with us. The Peace of the Lord be always with you.” The words interpret
the meaning and significance of the action. The Peace is good if the action conveys this sense of
fraternal concord, of being one in Christ and at peace with others.
So how is this action best done? How do we best share Christ’s peace and show that we are at peace
with others? Initially when it was introduced in the 1970s, after hundreds of years of its absence in the
Anglican Church, many resisted it. They felt uncomfortable sharing a handshake with others. Slowly
the Peace took hold, then got a life of its own: people would mill around the pews, exchanging not
only Christ’s Peace, but daily pleasantries. To some it felt more like an intermission than a sign.
So have the COVID-19 constraints allowed us to glimpse another way of symbolising the meaning of
the Peace? Is smiling and nodding or waving a better way of doing the Peace, or do we lose something
without the words that accompany the action and a handshake? Should we go back to former
patterns as better exemplifying the Peace or will we keep the more reserved manner?
In my lectures on Christian Worship I normally stop here and ask for student responses and
experiences. But, what do you think?
Bishop Jonathan Holland is Principal of St Francis College, Milton. He will be teaching ‘Christian
Worship’ this year from March to June. For more information about this subject or to enrol,
visit the St Francis College website or email jholland@anglicanchurchsq.org.au.
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News • Tuesday 2 February 2021

Making back to school a little easier

Glennie students Khloe Crane, Hannah Stunden and Sandra Miller passing donated stationery and funds
to Newtown State School Principal, Mrs Tania Angus in January 2021

Students from The Glennie School have made returning to school a little easier for some Toowoomba
families by donating stationery items and funds to Rockville, Newtown and Harlaxton State Schools.
Created in 2019 by Glennie student and now School Captain, Sandra Miller, the SONDER program sees
Glennie students donate stationery items to local schools with families who may be struggling
financially.
Sandra says her fellow Glennie students have embraced the project.
“Glennie has a very supportive atmosphere and the students and staff have donated large amounts of
stationery to help others in our local community. I think this is an act of true giving, done from the
heart, knowing that they are helping other young people,” Sandra said.
Year 11 student, Hannah Stunden, joined forces with Sandra, adding a secondhand section to the
program.
At the end of the school year, Hannah noticed that the recycling bins were full of nearly new or
partially used stationery items. Now a dedicated group of student volunteers upcycle the unwanted
items by testing, cleaning and packaging the items to be donated to local schools.
“The response has been overwhelming. This is a great way to reuse unwanted items, enables students
to donate to the SONDER program who otherwise may have financially been unable to, and also
reduces waste and its impact on our environment,’ Hannah said.
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A donation from Harvey Norman Toowoomba’s Containers for Change recycling program has also
helped, enabling $750 to be split across the three schools.
Rockville State School will convert their funds into 60 emergency tuckshop vouchers for students who
cannot afford lunch every day.
One of the recipient Principals said of the donation, “you…have some impressive young women there
with a good nature and work ethic to want to undertake this project and give so freely of their time
whilst considering the environment as well.”
Sandra explained that Sonder is the profound feeling of realising that everyone, including strangers
we pass in the street, has a life as vivid and complex as our own.
Everyone has problems; however, we do not need to know the details of those problems to be caring
and compassionate to others.
“All of the girls involved in the SONDER program want to do something that will inspire and empower
young people to be better than they were yesterday. Helping out with
school supplies is a great first step,” Sandra said.

Spotlight Q&A • Friday 5 February 2021 • By Sharon Armstrong

Q&A with North Pine Youth & Families Ministry
Coordinator, wife, mother and Alpha course participant,
Sharon Armstrong

Sharon and Pete with their daughter Lily at Lily's Year 12 Formal in 2019

Sharon Armstrong is a member of the North Pine Anglican Church community. She is a faith-filled
mother who likes to give away books and drink tea and is passionate about youth.
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Where do you currently live and where do you worship?
I have lived in Petrie on the north side of Brisbane since 1997. North Pine Anglican in Petrie is my
home church.

How long have you been involved in the Anglican Church and in what roles?
I was born into a non-Christian family, but was baptised as an infant at St Andrew’s in Lutwyche and
had a brief stint in Sunday School there. That was it for me and the Anglican Church until 2006 when I
came to faith and then enrolled in an Alpha course at North Pine Anglican where I have been involved
in a range of lay ministry roles ever since!

What are your current roles, including any voluntary roles, and what do your roles
involve?
In February 2020, I commenced in the new role of Youth & Families Ministry Coordinator. My role
includes overseeing/participating in our Friday night youth group, our Kids’ Church ministry on
Sundays, and our ministry to families. I serve as Chair of a local chaplaincy committee in a state
primary school and connect with local school chaplains and the leader of the Australian Fellowship of
Evangelical Students (AFES) group that meets at the University of the Sunshine Coast’s Moreton
Campus. A few years ago, I started leading a Bible study group and in 2020 became a member of our
worship team.

Sharon with Sound Youth members at the end-of-year event, Chermside Aquatic Centre & Water Park in
December 2020
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What projects and activities are you currently working on?
Our vision for youth and families at North Pine is to welcome families and young people into God’s
family. We want to form a family of committed followers of Jesus who love and serve our community.
For that reason, we’re really excited that our church was approached by Bush Church Aid (BCA) to run
the youth programme at their Queensland Field Staff retreat in April. We have also partnered with
Scripture Union Queensland (SU Qld ) to run a children’s holiday programme in July and have just
partnered with St Bart’s, Toowoomba to run a youth camp in October.

What have been the highlights of your ACSQ service so far?
Serving Jesus as a member of the ACSQ has provided so many highlights and wonderful memories.
I’ve had the opportunity to grow in my relationship with God, do life with my church family, receive
support and mentoring from our clergy, see others come to faith, and become involved in ministries
that have shaped who I am today. I’m now a passionate advocate for the importance of investing in
our children, youth and families and am having a ball serving in those areas. There’s never a dull
moment!

Sharon with members of the North Pine Anglican Church team who travelled to St Andrew’s, Longreach
in September 2020 to bless Graeme and Susan Liersch

What have been the key challenges of your roles so far and how have you worked
through these?
It would always be nice to have more money to plough into our ministries and facilities, but God has
faithfully provided what we need. Probably our greatest challenge is the busyness of modern life that
impacts volunteer involvement in all churches. Similarly, our children and young people have a lot of
opportunities to be involved in extra-curricular activities that somewhat ‘compete’ with their
attendance at church. Our goal is to deepen the relationships in our ministries and make what we do
so beneficial for our kids, families and young people that they naturally prioritise being here.
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Can you tell us a little about your personal faith journey?
I believe God began seriously calling me around 2002/2003. On paper I had everything – a happy
marriage, a good job and a beautiful daughter, but I couldn’t shake the feeling that something was
missing and thoughts like, “Is this it? Is this all there is to life? Just working, paying bills, buying stuff,
etc?” God started nudging me to get to know him and what the Church was all about, so I was
searching the Internet and basically ‘stalking’ God! He led me to make some Christian friends, who
answered some of my questions and invited me to church. During the very first service I attended, I
was convicted that I was lost without Jesus and gave my life to him. Best decision ever!

How does your faith inspire you and shape your outlook, life choices and character?
My faith inspires me every day through the example of Jesus, the apostles, and so many modern-day
saints that I am privileged to work, serve, and worship with. The knowledge of my brokenness and the
undeserved grace, love and mercy that God pours out on me every day shapes my interactions with
others and has made me a much more compassionate person.

What is your favourite scripture and why?
I can almost hear a few friends at church groaning and yelling, “Hebrews! She loves Hebrews!” The
sweeping overview of our place in God’s story, the incredible person and sacrifice of Jesus Christ that
we read about in Hebrews, and the vision of that ‘great cloud of witnesses’ cheering us on is just so
uplifting!

What person of faith inspires you the most and why?
One of the most incredible stories I have ever read is that of the late Dr Helen Roseveare, an
Englishwoman who dedicated her life to providing medical care to the people of the Belgian Congo
through the most horrendous trials imaginable. Her faith in Jesus was unshakeable and her love for
his people knew no bounds. She poured her life out serving her Saviour. Her autobiography, Count it
All Joy, is a humbling must-read that will stay with you.

What are the primary strengths of the Church and what is the best way to make the
most of these for the benefit of our communities?
I sincerely believe that, in addition to Jesus, the Church has what everyone in our society is
desperately searching for: a place to belong, to be accepted, and to be loved and nurtured in a real
family. The Church also offers a myriad of ways to serve our Lord through which he will grow your
character and skills in ways you never thought possible.

What are the primary challenges currently encountered by the Church and what is the
best way to overcome these for the benefit of our communities?
Obviously, there are major challenges for the Church currently in managing the impact of COVID-19
and in speaking into the dizzying pace of global political and cultural changes. We owe it to God’s
people to ensure that we stay abreast of all this and not be afraid to ‘do church’ in different ways. If
we stand firm in our calling to the vital and unchanging work of bringing Biblical truth to bear on all
these issues and events, the Gospel will go forth and Christ’s Church will endure.
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What is the kindest gesture you have ever received or witnessed?
Hard to choose just one! I have always valued the pastoral ministries of our North Pine congregation,
but I never really grasped their impact until I was terribly ill a few years ago with a kidney infection.
The kindness of my church family at that time was so humbling and very gratefully received.

What is the best piece of advice you have ever received and who gave you this advice?
One thing that has stuck with me was the advice of a lady I worked with back in my early 20s. She said
that when a document/email/phone call comes to her, she does her best to “only touch it once.” It was
a lesson in efficiency and not putting off what we can do today, and I still try to adopt that approach
whenever possible.

What do you do in your free time to recharge and relax?
I have five guinea pigs that I love to cuddle and care for. I enjoy cooking and reading. Drinking tea and
spending time in God’s beautiful creation with friends and family. My current guilty pleasure is
watching Grantchester with my husband on Monday nights!

If you found yourself on a deserted island, what three things would you choose to have
with you?
Apart from my precious husband and daughter, I would require my Bible, a big sun hat, and an
endless supply of tea.

If you could have a billboard with any text on it, what would it say and why?
It would have to be something along the lines of, ‘Make time to investigate Jesus for yourself’. You can
tell why I’m not in marketing! Seriously though, so many people dismiss the Christian faith without
doing any kind of personal investigation into it. I can say from personal experience that I made the
time, and it changed my life forever.

What book have you given away most as a gift and why?
I tend to give away books about Christianity, like the book from the Alpha course. Sometimes it’s a less
intimidating way for people to start getting to know God before they take more public steps towards
him.

Where do you do your best thinking?
In my study at home or in the shower.

What’s your best childhood memory?
Definitely camping, swimming, holidaying and four-wheel driving at places like Fraser Island, Rainbow
Beach, and the holiday home my grandparents had at Caloundra where we would slice up a locally
grown watermelon and eat it on the grass in the back garden after a huge day in the surf.

If you are having a bad day, what do you do to cheer yourself up?
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Have a cup of tea, first and foremost! Hug my husband and daughter. Pray and remember how
blessed I am. Cuddle my guinea pigs. Go for a walk. Tick something off my ‘to do’ list at home that has
been bugging me for a while.

What makes you nostalgic and why?
Thinking about my father, who passed away in February 2020. Especially when I go to places like
Shorncliffe where we spent time swimming and eating ice cream as children. Also, thinking about the
early days of our married life in England when my husband Pete and I were very carefree.

What day would you like to re-live and why?
The day our daughter, Lily, was born. It was incredible in so many ways! To see that perfect baby
emerge and finally hold her. They do grow up so quickly and I’d love to cuddle Lily again as a baby.

News • Monday 1 February 2021

Dire consequences if lending laws are axed
Anglicare Australia is urging Parliament to keep Australia’s responsible lending laws. The call comes as
a new report predicts dire consequences if the laws are axed.
“Just two years ago, the Banking Royal Commission said the Government should keep its safe lending
laws and make them stronger,” Anglicare Australia Executive Director Kasy Chambers said.
“Instead the Government is axing them and turning its back on the Royal Commission.
“Across the country, our financial counsellors have seen what happens when people are preyed on by
banks and other lenders. They can get caught in debt spirals that last for years.
“These laws were brought in to stop that from happening. They are protecting people from debts that
they can’t afford.
“This latest report backs that up. Almost all of the counsellors surveyed by Financial Counselling
Australia say they use the laws to help their clients who have been trapped in debts – and they are
predicting a huge surge in cases if the laws are axed.”
Ms Chambers said that people have never been more vulnerable to bad lending tactics.
“People are still recovering from the pandemic. Many have lost hours and shifts at work. Others have
lost their jobs altogether.
“The last thing they need is to be saddled with debts they can’t afford. Sadly, we know that the people
who can least afford it are the most likely to fall victim to these debts.
“The Royal Commission already showed that some lenders knowingly prey on people. Getting rid of
these laws will only make that easier.
“At a time of crisis, the Government should be protecting people most in need – not hurting them.”
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Features • Friday 5 February 2021 • By Philippe Coquerand

How you can help your child manage back-to-school
anxiety

It’s that time of the year again!
Those summer days of sleeping in, catching up with friends and family and going away on family
holiday are about to make way for precision-timed school drop-offs and pick-ups, packed lunches and
homework.
With students having been at home for the past six weeks during the Christmas and New Year break,
it’s more than enough time to adjust but for the first-timers, there are also new teachers, new
classmates, new routines and new lessons to add in the mix.
Understandably, all this change means starting or returning to school can be an emotionally turbulent
time for some children. It’s perfectly normal for parents, too, to have strong feelings about their ‘baby’
growing up and even their own experiences at school.
Children are often highly attuned to parents’ feelings so be aware that your child may sense any
distress you are feeling, which may in turn affect the way they look at school.

Here are some tips for helping your child deal with any back to school anxiety.
•

Prepare your child for the new school routine by visiting the school and practising what going
to school will look like. This will help them become familiar with the new surroundings and the
journey.
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•

•
•
•

•

Practise getting dressed for school and packing lunch boxes with your child to support their
sense of independence. This is also a great way of getting into a healthy routine for when
school commences.
It can be helpful to support your child’s sense of maturity by giving them new responsibilities,
such as contributing to their food choices for their lunchbox or choosing their school haircut.
Try to arrange play dates with other children who will be attending the same school in
advance. This will help them feel a sense of comfort and security on their first day.
Encourage your child’s social and learning skills to give them the best start to their education.
For example, practise the back-and-forth of conversation and chat about social rules using
questions like: “We have to wait to have our chance to speak, don’t we?” Listening and following
instructions is a big part of adapting to school life. Practise these skills by asking questions like:
“Now that I’ve shown you how to mix the cordial, let’s see if you can do it by yourself!”
If you think the first week will be challenging from a time-management perspective, cook some
meals you can freeze to free up more time with your child after school.

The first day of school
•
•

•

•

To minimise the expected ‘first day stress’ for both you and your children, allow extra time to
get ready in the morning – and don’t forget the all important ‘first day of school’ photo.
On the way to school, try talking positively about what your child will do while they are away
from you (e.g. you will have story time, you are going to have fun meeting new children). This
will help promote positive images of school experiences.
Once at school, develop a positive goodbye routine with your child (e.g. sharing a special high
five, hug or loving gesture). Avoiding lengthy goodbyes is key. When saying goodbye always
reassure your child you (or someone else they know) will be there to collect them at the end of
the day. This will help manage any separation distress, build trust and create a sense of
security for them.
Look for cues from your child’s teacher. They will already be establishing a routine to support
your child to feel comfortable and their role includes helping children separate from their
parents.
Chat with your child about who they might like to call (grandparent/uncle/friend) after school
to let them know all about it. Calling a grandparent who hasn’t been to school for years or a
family with a toddler who has yet to start can make your child the “expert” on how it works
which can generate a great sense of self-esteem.

At the end of the day
•

•
•
•

When you collect your child, be ready to listen to their experiences of their first day. Notice
things that went well, and if necessary, support them around difficulties. Remember that
transitioning into school does not happen in one day.
Ask them some questions about what they did. Share them stories about your day and let
them know you were thinking about them.
The first day is a huge milestone to achieve so consider rewarding your child with a special
activity or family dinner over the weekend.
If it’s helpful arrive early and meet some of the other parents for a chat before the bell rings.

It’s important to remember that every child and family is different – you will have good days and may
have some more challenging days. There is no set time for how long it will take your child to settle into
a new school but, generally, most feelings around starting school tend to be short-lived.
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First published on the Anglicare Southern Queensland website on 22 January 2021.

News • Friday 5 February 2021 • By Philippe Coquerand

Rugby league legend presented portrait honouring life’s
legacy

Rugby league legend Uncle Lionel Morgan lives at Anglicare's EM Tooth in Manly

Wynnum-Manly local, Uncle Lionel Morgan – the first First Nations man to represent Australia in rugby
league – has been honoured with a portrait depicting his career painted by renowned Yorta Yorta and
Dja Dja Wurrung artist Jandamarra Cadd.
Mr Cadd was commissioned to produce the work by Anglicare Southern Queensland, to celebrate the
ground-breaking achievements of Mr Morgan – who represented Australia at the 1960 World Cup in
Great Britain several years before First Nations Australians were given the right to vote or counted in
the national Census.
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Uncle Lionel Morgan with his commissioned portrait from First Nations artist Jandamarra Cadd at his EM
Tooth Home in Manly

Mr Morgan now lives at Anglicare’s EM Tooth Residential Aged Care home at Manly – not far from
Wynnum-Manly Seagulls’ home ground Kougari Oval – where the Morgan family are club legends.
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The portrait now hangs proudly next to Mr Morgan’s bed at the EM Tooth home.
His son Earl believes Lionel Morgan should be recognised in the National Rugby League Hall of Fame –
an accolade many believe is long overdue.
“He has achieved something no one can ever beat. There will be Indigenous players forever and a day,
but there will only ever be one person who is the first ever. That’s a worthy recognition,” Earl Morgan
said.
“Dad had a goal and he achieved it. He showed what can be done if you’ve got the right attitude, the
right mindset and don’t let people tell you that you can’t do it.”
Mr Morgan was selected for the second and third Tests of the 1960 French tour of Australia, where he
scored two tries on his international debut. His selection for the Tests made him the first Fist Nations
Australian to represent at an international level in any major national sporting team.
Later that year he travelled to Great Britain with the Kangaroos squad, which featured legends such as
Reg Gasnier, Noel Kelly and Johnny Raper.
Mr Cadd said the portrait represented Mr Morgan’s life, both on and off the field.
“The symbol in the middle with the U shapes all around is the Elders and the young ones sitting
together, with the little coloured circles on the outside of those representative each of family,
community, connection to country, and a connection to the ancestors,” he said.
“The hands down the bottom are representative of all the people who celebrate his life while playing
football and how the game in many ways was bringing all people’s together of all races, to come and
celebrate in a common connection through the love of the game.”
EM Tooth Facility Manager Glenda Phillips said there was no mistaking Mr Morgan’s lifelong love for
rugby.
“There’s memorabilia in Lionel’s room, he likes watching and reading magazines associated with rugby
league, and he proudly wears his collection of football shirts and jerseys. He’s very proud of his
achievements in his life. Once you get him chatting, he’s happy to share his stories.”
Lionel and his wife Laura celebrated their 61st year of marriage in November 2020 and together they
have four children, nine grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
Earlier this year in partnership with the National Rugby League, Mr Morgan, his son Earl and one of
Lionel’s good friends Preston Campbell, were reunited at EM Tooth sharing a cup of coffee and
reminiscing on his playing days.
The heartwarming video of their reunion was also broadcast during the telecast of this year’s State of
Origin series.
Media Coverage:
NRL legend Lionel Morgan painted by Indigenous artist Jandamarra Cadd – published by The Senior on
Jan 11, 2021
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Anglicare commissions portrait to celebrate Australia’s first indigenous rugby league international –
published by Inside Ageing on Jan 1, 2021
First Published on the Anglicare Southern Queensland website on 30 December 2020.

News • Friday 5 February 2021 • By Philippe Coquerand

Anglicare SQ staff nominated in annual PeakCare Awards

Anglicare Southern Queensland’s, Gympie Children & Families Foster Care Practitioner Narrelle Paulsen
and Cultural Support Worker Russell Bennet have been nominated in the annual PeakCare Awards for
2021

Two staff from Anglicare Southern Queensland’s Gympie Children & Families team have been
nominated in the annual PeakCare Awards for their tireless contribution to their community.
Cultural Support Worker Russell Bennet (of Gubbi Gubbi/Waka Waka/Kullilli heritage) was nominated
for the ‘Deadly Award’, while Foster Care Practitioner Narrelle Paulsen was nominated for the ‘Legend
Award’ for her lifetime contribution to the wellbeing of Queensland children, young people, parents
and families.
Russell works with young people, families and professionals in preventing children from entering care,
as well as working with children who are in care and the carers who support them.
“Personally, I don’t do this job for the award or the pat on the back. I do it to help my Indigenous mob
and the kids and to help out the community,” he said.
“The award for me is getting these kids employed. This year I hope to continue guiding the young
people into employment, training and education and to carry on the cultural education and to be as
inclusive as I can.”
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Russell actively connects the community through individual and group mentoring sessions with
children focusing on addressing barriers, exploring cultural backgrounds, taking children back to
country, grounding children in country, building self-esteem and resilience, promoting positive
behaviour choices, respecting Elders and improving employment outcomes.
He also teaches Indigenous and non-Indigenous students about the local bush tucker garden as well
as participating in the Men’s Shed.
Narrelle started her journey as a foster carer with her late husband and provided quality care for
many children over 30 years. For the past 12 years she has provided quality training and support to
carers in the Gympie region.
She has also drawn on her knowledge and skills to author and publish a trauma-informed children’s
book called The Back-to-Front-Boy.
She hopes the story will help traumatised children to celebrate their differences; that it will support
carers and other children to be accommodating and supportive of traumatised children’s differences;
and, that it will send an overall message that stakeholders supporting traumatised children need to
look past the behaviours of these children and seek to understand the individual.
Narrelle said she was surprised but “very grateful” to be nominated for the award.
“I had no idea, it was a big surprise,” she said.
“I’m passionate about kids and foster care, for the carers and the kids and it has always been like that.
“Our team always help and support each other and we’re very lucky in Gympie to have that network.”
Russell said he loves how supportive his team are of his ideas.
“It’s tremendous. I come up with an idea and I’ll put it to everyone and they all back me 100 per cent
and that makes my life real easy,” he said.
“I’m very proud of my young people because I’ve produced some very good mentors. I’m proud of
their achievements and where they have come from, they even have goals these days.”
Outside of work Narrelle loves looking after her grandchildren, quilting with her sisters and nieces,
and catching up for a coffee with friends and family.
Russell enjoys 4WDing, fishing, camping, watching movies and doing work around the house.
We would like to wish Russell and Narrelle all the best with their nominations.
Nominations close tomorrow [5 February 2021]. You can vote for Russell and Narrelle by clicking this
link here.
Award winners will be announced at PeakCare’s AGM held on Wednesday March 31.
First published on the Anglicare Southern Queensland website on 4 February 2021.
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News • Tuesday 2 February 2021 • By World Council of Churches

In Hiroshima and Nagasaki, religious leaders urge for
nuclear weapons ban

The Rev'd Yoshitaka Tsukishita, survivor of the Hiroshima atom-bombing in 1945 (Photo courtesy of The
Rev'd Yoshitaka Tsukishita)

Religious leaders in Hiroshima and Nagasaki are welcoming the entry into force of the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, even as Japan’s Christian council “regrets” that the government has
not supported or ratified the treaty.
“We ask the government of Japan to sign the nuclear weapons ban treaty as soon as possible,” the
National Christian Council in Japan said in a 27 January statement.
Announcing the 7th Global Inter-Religious Conference on Article 9 of the Japanese Peace
Constitution in March, the council said the treaty “collects the wisdom of humanity”, and is “a major
step in humanity’s long walk toward hope and ideal.”
Religious leaders in Hiroshima and Nagasaki expressed both a sense of encouragement and
determination to promote peace and move forward for a world free from nuclear weapons.
“I have been encouraged by the fact that wishes of the hibakusha have become a global public
opinion and the nuclear weapons ban treaty was adopted and has come into force,” said The Rev’d
Yoshitaka Tsukishita, board chair of the Hiroshima Religious Federation.
“But there is still a long way to the total ban. I hope that more countries will ratify it.”
In a declaration released on 22 January, the Hiroshima Religious Federation, a group that includes
communities of Shintoism, Buddhism and Christianity, said that they “wholeheartedly welcome” the
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entry into force of the treaty and “pray that more countries and regions will adopt this treaty and
move forward to the total abolition of nuclear weapons.”
“We appeal to all people all around the world. We do not need nuclear weapons! Let us raise our
voices together for the total abolition of nuclear weapons from the world. Let us move forward
together on the road toward the total abolition of nuclear weapons,” the declaration concluded.
Tsukishita, a 78-year-old atomic bomb survivor in Hiroshima and pastor of Hiroshima Tobu Church of
the United Church of Christ in Japan, has shared his written testimony of suffering on 6 August 1945,
when he was two years, eight months old.
“Immediately after I was watching parachutes [from the B-29 heavy bombers of the US military], the
atomic bomb exploded,” he wrote.
“At the same time as my older brother shouted, ‘Mom, the sun is falling down,’ two of us were blown
off by the blast.”
The Rev’d Mark Takao Shibamoto, chairperson of the Nagasaki Christian Council, a group of
Protestant churches and organizations in the city, also commented on the coming-into-force of the
treaty, saying, “We would like to be entirely supportive. It is frustrating that the government is not
supportive. I feel that there is a gap in priorities and values.”
Shibamoto, priest of Nagasaki Holy Trinity Church of the Anglican Church in Japan, then emphasized
the importance of “accompanying with the hibakusha at the centre of their pain,” and described it as a
change “from the concentric circles of deaths to concentric circles of peace.”
Shibamoto was referring to a Japanese book of 1972, The Concentric Circles of Death: a record of a
doctor survived in the atomic bombing in Nagasaki, by the late Japanese Catholic medical doctor,
Tatsuichiro Akizuki.
The book describes concentric deaths of the victims of the atomic bombing that spread from ground
zero in Nagasaki, according to Shibamoto.
“Now, we would like to be linked with people around us and people in the world to spread concentric
circles of peace from the same spot,” Shibamoto said.
WCC work on Arms control and disarmament
WCC member churches in Japan
National Christian Council in Japan
First published on the World Council of Churches website on 28 January 2021.
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News • Tuesday 2 February 2021 • By World Council of Churches

South African religious leaders join campaign to push US
government to address global vaccine shortage
Vaccine shortages across South Africa and the Global South will lead to global disaster if access to a
vaccine continues to be blocked.
“We are writing to you as a collective of concerned civic organisations, workers formations, and
individuals in South Africa,” the letter reads.
“As you aware, in our country like many others in the Global South, the COVID-19 epidemic is out of
control.”
The letter points out that South Africa is going to receive a fraction of the vaccines it needs to bring
the pandemic under control in the next month.
“Put simply, if nothing significantly changes, the COVID-19 epidemic will continue to ravage our
country and other countries, virtually unabated, for the foreseeable future,” reads the letter.
“This dire shortage of vaccine supplies is not due to any inherent technological limitation in scaling up
production, but rather a seemingly deliberate decision to not allow production scale up to what the
global pandemic requires.”
The world now faces the very real possibility of not achieving global population immunity anytime
soon, the letter continues.
“It is clear we have no time to waste, as we understand that the longer it takes to vaccinate the entire
world, the harder it will become to contain the virus,” the text reads.
“We are not alone in raising the alarm about this possibility and the ‘moral catastrophe’ this
represents.”
Read the full letter on Vaccine access in South Africa and the rest of Global South
WCC member churches in South Africa
First published on the World Council of Churches website on 1 February 2021.
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Sunday Devotions • Friday 5 February 2021 • By Tracey Gummow

Sunday Devotion: 14 February 2021, Last Sunday after
Epiphany – Transfiguration
Heaven’s nearness

Main Readings: 2 Kings 2.1-12; Psalm 50.1-6; 2 Corinthians 4.3-12; Mark 9.2-9
Supplementary Readings: Psalm 8; John 8.12-19(20-27)28-30; Daniel 7.9-14; Psalm 97; 2 Peter 1.1219
“Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart,
by themselves. And he was transfigured before them.” (Mark 9.2a)
I love green. I’m of Irish descent, so it’s in my blood. ‘Verdant’ perfectly describes green. A palpable
lifeforce. It invites me to a place so near to God I can hear his footsteps as we walk side by side
through Eden’s radiance.
Ireland’s early Christians, and specifically their ‘Green Martyrs’, felt this nearness. They termed it a
‘thin place’. Called to live in solitude high on hill tops, the would-be Green Martyrs devoted themselves
to a monastic closeness to God. Through ceaseless prayer and worship, there they created a thin
place. This was a place of listening, intimacy and revelation where the veil between heaven and earth
thinned and God’s presence was palpable.
Peter, James and John experienced what we would have to call the thinnest place. High on a mountain
before Jesus they stood and watched as he was transfigured. Shining whiter than white, Jesus, who
John would later write is the light of the world, radiated the dazzling brilliance of God’s heavenly glory.
Heaven and earth met and in the thinness of this scene, God the Father himself came so near as to be
heard: “This is my Son…Listen to him!”
On a hilltop, walking through nature, or simply sitting in a chair, anywhere, we too can experience
heaven’s nearness. We have only to seek solitude with Jesus in prayer. Our thin place is inside us. Here
heaven and earth meet. Here we listen to the sound of God’s voice in our hearts inviting us into the
brilliance of his radiant glory.
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