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Reflections • Tuesday 16 February 2021 • By Bishop John Roundhill

One year on and still not normal

Can you remember what you were up to a year ago? Shopping without anxiety? Carefree thoughts
about Australia, but perhaps pondering about reports of a strange new flu overseas? Planning
international holidays or even interstate ones? A year ago now seems like a world away. So much has
changed.
Whistleblowing doctor Li Wenliang sent his now famous message from Wuhan about a new virus at
the end of December 2019. By the end of January, COVID-19 was reported in nearly 20 countries.
The common cup at Communion was suspended on 16 March last year, with churches shutting their
buildings in Queensland on 23 March. But it was around the start of March 2020 that so-called ‘panic
buying’ became a visible sign that things were not normal, with Australia nearly topping the global
‘panic buying index’.
Over this last Christmas, my family members shared their last ‘normal’ photos with each other: a
horde of people at Pub Choir, bishops sitting close together at a pre-coronavirus consecration, and
one taken by a mother – an almost trivial photo of her son receiving the car keys to a new car. It was
to be a long time before mother and son were reunited. What was your last normal photo?
One year in to this, it almost feels like we are approaching a new normal. We seem to take a lot of this
in our stride. On 8 January 2021, Greater Brisbane went into a three-day ‘lockdown’, followed by a
period of mandatory mask wearing. I had occasion to be in the centre of Brisbane one lunch time and
to my surprise almost everyone, including me, was wearing a face mask, and just getting on with life.
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That was the real surprise – we were collectively doing something which I suspect a year before we
thought we would never do. And, we did it with aplomb.
Even with our churches, Queenslanders have taken online streaming, physical distancing, venue
checking in, record keeping and hand sanitising in our stride.
Recently I asked experienced priests to provide short videos on Anglican Vocations Southern
Queensland YouTube for first incumbents. The tips are marvellous, but just as marvellous is the
matter-of-factness of the filming of these short videos. So much has been learned over the last year,
not least that we are more adaptable than we previously might have thought.
One aspect that has not been easy for many of us has been Holy Communion. I dare say we are
mindful of churches around the world that cannot even meet in person – churches that can still only
have streamed services. So it might seem churlish to mention that for almost a year now we have had
communion in one kind only.
Recently priest and broadcaster The Rev’d Giles Fraser, in London, tweeted with his usual directness:
“You can no more receive the body and blood of Christ over Zoom as you can go to the dentist over
Zoom.”
That our churches have either not been able to celebrate communion, or have had that celebration
curtailed, has for many of us been one of the ongoing wounds of COVID-19. For me, I will not feel we
are back to normal until Holy Communion has returned in its fullness.
Much has changed over this last year. And, even though we have learned and adapted with tenacity, I
look forward to presiding over Eucharists where the cup is once again offered to all.

Updates • Thursday 11 February 2021 • By Michelle McDonald

Churchwarden wins anglican focus competition

St Mark’s, Warwick churchwarden Lewis von Stieglitz won the 2020 ‘Chance to win an iPad for you and
your priest or chaplain’ competition. He is pictured with his rector The Rev'd Lizzie Gaitskell, whom he
nominated to be the recipient of the second iPad prize
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A Parish of Warwick churchwarden has won the recently drawn anglican focus ‘Chance to win an iPad
for you and your priest or chaplain’ competition.
St Mark’s, Warwick churchwarden Lewis von Stieglitz’s name was randomly selected from the pool of
‘anglican focus e-news’ subscribers in December last year.
Lewis said that he was thrilled to win the competition and to nominate The Rev’d Lizzie Gaitskell,
rector of his parish, as the second prize recipient.
“I am absolutely delighted. I have the enthusiasm of a seven year old for winning such competitions. It
was a wonderful surprise to actually do so,” Lewis said.
“Lizzie is an excellent rector and a very nice person, doing a top job at this trying time. It is great to be
able to do something that will assist her, particularly as technology is playing an even larger part in the
life of the parish.”
The competition was launched in October to celebrate the second birthday of anglican focus going
online and to thank our readers.
Lewis and The Rev’d Lizzie were each sent an Apple Store Gift Card worth $600 to purchase an iPad, or
other Apple item, following the draw.
The Rev’d Lizzie said that she feels blessed to be nominated as the second prize recipient and finds
encouragement in our Diocesan community’s news site.
“I was so amazed and humbled to be the recipient of this wonderful gift card – it’s very generous of
Lewis to share his good fortune,” The Rev’d Lizzie said.
“My children, especially, are very keen to tell me how to spend it!
“anglican focus offers an unusual platform that enables a large Diocese to share stories, connecting
different people, ministries and Regions – it’s an encouragement and inspiration to read those stories
and messages.”
anglican focus’ 390 individual contributors have submitted over 1140 published items since the news
site was launched in October 2018.
The mission of anglican focus is “to deliver a free community-owned news site for diverse ACSQ
members to proclaim the Gospel, reflect, inform, advocate and resource in order to nourish
spirituality and unite community.”
Director of Parishes and other Mission Agencies Commission (PMC) Dr Stephen Harrison said that he
is grateful for the way our Diocesan community has supported the publication’s mission and
collectively embraced its unique reader-contributor model.
“Diverse community members submitting content for publication on our Diocesan news site is an
important part of being Church,” Stephen said.
“By participating and engaging through the sharing of stories, insights, resources and reviews, our
Church is unified and connected across a very large geographical area.”
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Stephen said that he and his team were delighted that a dedicated Western Region warden had won
the competition and nominated his rector to receive the additional prize.
”The PMC team, of which the anglican focus Editor is a part, was thrilled to find out that a Western
Region churchwarden and priest were the prize recipients.
“The Parish of Warwick encompasses five churches and we have incredible respect for the parish’s
wardens and rector who work so diligently to serve these churches and the wider Warwick
community.”
To subscribe to the fortnightly ‘anglican focus e-news’, please visit the anglican focus subscribe
page or email focus@anglicanchurchsq.org.au with your first name, last name, postcode and
email address.

Features • Monday 22 February 2021 • By Bishop Jeremy Greaves

Head, heart and hands: a Lenten invitation

Christianity has, from the very beginning, been as much about practice as it has been about belief. As
American historian of Christianity Diana Butler Bass writes in Christianity After Religion:
“The early community that followed Jesus was a community of practice. Jesus’s followers did not sit
around a fire and listen to lectures on theology. They listened to stories that taught them how to act
toward one another, what to do in the world. They healed people, offered hospitality, prayed
together, challenged traditional practices and rituals, ministered to the sick, comforted the grieving,
fasted and forgave. These actions included wonder, gave them courage, empowered hope, and
opened up a new vision of God. By doing things together, they began to see differently…Jesus did not
walk by the Sea of Galilee and shout to fishermen, ‘Have faith!’ Instead, he asked them to do
something: ‘Follow me.’ When they followed, he gave them more things to do. At first he
demonstrated what he wanted them to do. Then he did it with them. Finally, he sent them out to do it
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themselves, telling them to proclaim God’s reign and cure the sick. When they returned from this first
mission, they could not believe what had happened. They discovered that proclaiming the kingdom
was not a matter of teaching doctrine; rather, the kingdom was a matter of imitating Jesus’s actions.
At least one study from the US shows that there is a link between “personal spiritual practices” and
congregational vitality, suggesting that the “more emphasis a congregation gives to the value of home
and personal religious practices the higher the congregation’s vitality and the more likely it is to be
growing in membership.
It is interesting then, that Lent begins each year with an invitation to practice:
“Sisters and brothers in Christ, from the earliest days of the Church, Christians have observed with
great devotion the time of our Lord’s passion and resurrection. It became the custom of the church to
prepare for this by a season of penitence and fasting.
At first this season was observed by those who were preparing for baptism at Easter and by those
who, having been excommunicated, were to be restored to the communion of the church.
By keeping these days with care and attention Christians might take to heart the call to repentance
and the assurance of forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and grow in faith and devotion to our
Lord.
So, by self-examination and repentance, by prayer and fasting, by self-denial and acts of generosity
and by reading and meditating on the word of God, let us keep a holy Lent.”
(Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation)
The call to observe a holy Lent does not ask us to believe something, it calls us to practice. The journey
of Lent is to be one of “self-examination and repentance, [of] prayer and fasting, [of] self-denial and
acts of generosity and [of] reading and meditating on the word of God.”
The American writer Anne Lamott says that the longest journey most Christians have to make is the
“twelve inches from the head to the heart.” Practice invites us to continue that journey – from the
heart to the hands. This is a journey from thinking to feeling to doing.
When I was invited to put together a Lenten study by the people at Grassroots Resources, I wanted to
give people a taste of what it might be like to be intentional about practising the faith. Each week,
alongside the reflections on the Gospel reading set for each Sunday in Lent, I introduce a particular
practice – there are six in all.
This recently published Lenten study can be downloaded from the Grassroots Resources
website and a sample chapter from the Study Guide can be found online. If you are not already
part of a Lenten study group, or if you are interested in exploring six different Christian
practices, you might like to have a look.

Page 5 of 47

Reflections • Wednesday 17 February 2021 • By The Ven. Luke Miller

Dispatch from the Archdeacon of London

At a major incident exercise in 2015, The Ven. Luke Miller was interviewed as part of media training

When people think of London they typically think of Big Ben and Trafalgar Square; St Paul’s and the
Tower; the Parks and Buckingham Palace. Some may know of theatreland, Covent Garden and Soho
and Oxford Street. These well-known locations are all in the Archdeaconry of London. We have some
residential areas in Paddington and Pimlico, and we end appropriately at Kensal Green. I have been
here for five years following a stint archdeaconing in suburban north London before which I was, for
17 years, a vicar in Tottenham, an inner-city area which is so diverse the children in the school speak
75 mother tongues and mine were the only white British children in their class.

“A map of the parts of London I serve” (The Ven. Luke Miller)
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London takes its diversity seriously, and our emergency response and resilience structures are
formed around a partnership of organisations which include the Faith & Belief Sector Panel. As Panel
Chair, I don’t direct anyone’s actions in an emergency, but I help coordinate them with the Blue Light
services and other sectors (such as the military, business and voluntary sectors). So when at about
0530 on a day in 2017 my phone buzzed with a text to say that one of our churches was helping
support the fire brigade because there had been a big fire in a tower block overnight, I rang the local
church. It was the beginning of an incident whose baleful results are still with us. The Grenfell Tower
fire was the largest single loss of life in the UK since 1945. As the Public Enquiry unfolds, the amazing
work of the church and the mosque has been highlighted.
Part of the point is that we, as people of faith, are part of the community, and still there when, as the
Head of the London Ambulance Service once put it to me, “We have all gone home for tea and
medals.”
When COVID-19 began we had learnt from Grenfell, and from three other incidents in that difficult
year of 2017, and consequently had a better structure in place. We evolve all the time, learning and
trying to get better. My multi-faith connections are now much more developed, and we have learned
how to reach more widely and effectively. We now have coordinated support from the Greater
London Authority, which is the Regional Government. I am a full member of the Strategic
Coordination Group which is managing London’s COVID-19 response and co-chair a sub-group
coordinating Faith & Belief with communities, the voluntary sector and funders.
As the Covidzeit (German people are great at coming up with pithy words) has gone on, we in the Faith
& Belief Sector have changed the narrative not only in London but nationally. In the face of so many
deaths, we contributed Funeral Standards, and there have been no mass burials nor ‘direct
cremations’. As the COVID-19 situation evolves so does our work: we in the are now helping to bring
trusted voices to speak to communities to combat vaccination hesitancy.
We made and won the argument that Churches are not places of recreation to be treated like pubs;
that worship is not a discretionary activity like going to the football. By now we have become used to
the fact that we have separate government guidance for places of worship and forget how amazing
that is. While the Government closed places of worship in our first national lockdown, we have been
allowed to keep our church buildings open throughout the second and third, where local risk
assessment allows it. We might not be able to sing, but sacraments may be celebrated, and alongside
all the live streaming, the corporate prayer of the church catholic is celebrated in the physical
gathering of the Body of Christ. The natural benefit to wellbeing and the supernatural benefit to the
welfare of souls are incalculable.
The public authorities began by wanting to use us as messengers to communicate where they cannot
reach. But COVID-19 has suddenly revealed to civil society the scale and importance of our service,
from food banks to night shelters to schools to good old-fashioned parish visiting. They have seen
how much is happening and how dangerous it is when it stops, and they know that we do things they
cannot do. Just as the local church was getting on with it during the Grenfell Tower crisis in the middle
of the night before anyone asked them, still less ‘deployed’ them, so our importance relies on local
people doing local things, simply, courageously and indefatigably following the command to love our
neighbours.
This certainly has had an effect. About 20 years ago, one of our politicians famously said, “We don’t do
God.” It looked as though faith in general, let alone Christianity in particular, was being elided from the
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public square. After Grenfell, and the terrorist attacks we suffered in 2017 which saw similar
responses, and now throughout COVID-19, civil society is indubitably ‘doing God’ again, and that is
important for us all. Emergency response is not the only reason, but it is an important reason. We are
not credible because of the words of local Archbishops and Bishops – indeed they have faced
stringent criticism for what they have said or not said in the last year. We are credible because of our
faithfulness to the Gospel, which has been shown by people in their local communities who have
stepped up to help in moments of crisis.
At the end of 2020, I was appointed by the Mayor of London as a member of the London Recovery
Board, which will extend this business of working with Faith & Belief from the immediate response
into the post-COVID life of London. COVID-19 has revealed again much that we like to hide from
ourselves: inequalities, fears and inadequacies in so many aspects of our society. It has also revealed
again the hope we proclaim. Civil society saw what we meant and recognised that we have something
to offer without which it is itself impoverished and diminished. Out of the darkness of COVID-19 has
come, as so often in the ways of God, a new light of hope.
Editor’s note: Thank you to The Rev’d Canon Dr Marian Free for connecting anglican focus with
her cousin, The Ven. Luke Miller, so he could share this reflection with our community.

Reflections • Thursday 18 February 2021 • By The Rev'd Canon Ronald Bundy

From Sanctuary to Zumba

The Rev'd Canon Ron Bundy and wife Margaret at their farewell from St Mary's, Bardon on 8 November
2020

I ‘retired’ in April 2016 at nearly 69 years of age, following over 35 years of full-time active clergy
ministry. The last parish I served in as parish priest was Gold Coast North. After my 1979 ordination, I
subsequently ministered in Sydney, Adelaide, the NT, Brisbane, briefly in the Diocese of Liverpool, and
finally in Gold Coast North. I love being a parish priest.
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There have been many highlights in my 40 years as a Parish Priest. One that stands out is hearing a
Residential Care Manager speaking about how his faith journey started from a service that I led in his
workplace. It was one of those services where I could be tempted to think that nothing much was
happening. He was standing at the back as he felt that he had to attend. He made those comments at
a function I attended but didn’t know I was there.
In my more than 40 years of ordained ministry, seven years stand out. They were the years we spent
in the NT, from 1985 to 1992 in Palmerston which is 20 km south of Darwin. When we arrived in
December 1985 Palmerston was a fairly new town of 3000 residents, now over 30000, I think. An
established home group made up the core of the new congregation and we met in and under the
rectory. It occurred to me in the very early days that locals were unlikely to come to church in our
home, so I decided to go to them through involvement in schools and by some door-to-door visitation.
It was not a hard sell simply to say, “Good morning. I’m Ron Bundy the parish priest from St Luke’s up
the road.”
These seven years were the most memorable because they were the hardest. The parish experiences
that I talk about refer to those seven years in the NT more than anywhere else. I think it’s because I
gained a better idea of what works and what doesn’t work in an environment when my very human
weaknesses were exposed and acknowledged. There was a small number of clergy for such a
geographically large Diocese. On the whole the clergy got along well, despite theological differences,
because we all understood that at our core we were fellow humans with much the same concerns,
and thus needed to support each other.
I retired for two reasons. My parents were elderly and needed my help as I am their only child. Also, it
wasn’t so much that I was tired in my ministry, but I had grown ‘stale’. Or at least I felt stale.
Since then I have enjoyed some interesting locum appointments, including short stints in Coffs
Harbour and Port Macquarie in 2019 and as a two-day a week locum at St Mary’s, Bardon in 2020,
which was wonderful and certainly helped to deal with any residual ‘staleness.’
I think it took me about five minutes to adjust to retiring from full-time ministry as I was ready for it
and looking forward to ‘another life’, which currently includes reading, family (I have seven
grandsons), gardening and cooking. I’ve done all the home cooking since retiring and I really enjoy it –
especially using as much of my own produce as possible. I’ve been physically active for all my life. I
surf regularly, having started in 1961, and I still have five surfboards in use. I also jog and use weights
to keep fit and physically strong.
The main impact of retirement on me is having so much free time. Many years ago I developed a
lengthy early morning practice which, I believe, has deepened my faith. I rise early, make coffee, and
read. Then I have a lengthy time of Bible reading, prayer and contemplation. It’s not always riveting, as
I can get bored so easily, but this routine has been a major personal ‘shaper’, both before and after
retirement. Now the pace of the routine is more leisurely. After my Bible reading and prayer, I head
out for exercise and return for breakfast.
My wife, Margaret, and I were both involved in a local Council-sponsored exercise class for seniors
which focused on core strength, flexibility and balance. This stopped with COVID-19, but we continued
using YouTube doing aerobics in the morning and Zumba dance-fitness in the afternoon (Zumba is so
enjoyable, by the way).
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The biggest change for me was the death of Margaret on 29 November last year. It was a mere six
weeks from diagnosis to death. She had an aggressively spreading pancreatic cancer. We had been
together for 54 years. So added to all the extra time due to retirement has been grief, plus loads of
silence where there used to be conversation.
However, I’m travelling reasonably well thanks to family, neighbours, church and the fact that
Margaret and I had spoken openly about death and planned for it. Also when we turned 50 we
decided not to put anything off. So there wasn’t really anything left on our so called ‘bucket list’ – we
did much travelling, for example.
It’s been a bit of an adjustment to move from Sanctuary to pews, but this shift helped me to see that
something that’s as clear as day to me as a clergyperson, may not be so to a layperson in the pews.
This is something I have been thinking much about recently. This new perspective has helped me try
harder to communicate and connect with people better.
Overall I’ve enjoyed retirement. I’ve always had ‘my own life’, in that being a parish priest was not the
sum total of who I was. Looking back, I see how healthy it was for me to have friends and activities
outside of my church community.
I’m still fit and my brain is working ok, so I want to offer my abilities where needed. Being available to
assist with locuming work and other part-time ministry helps to keep me occupied and sharp and
enables me to continue to fulfill my life-long ordination call.
Editor’s note 18/02/21: A number of forthcoming online events, hosted by PMC, will be held for
clergy related to retirement, finances and superannuation. Online event page links will be
added to the below dates as soon as possible. In the meantime, please save these dates.
Wednesday 28 April 2 – 3.30 pm: Talking about clergy retirement
Wednesday 4 May 2 – 3.30 pm: Superannuation
Wednesday 12 May 2 – 3.30 pm: Thinking about your finances
Wednesday 1 September 10 – 11.30 am: Superannuation
Wednesday 15 September 10 – 11.30 am: Thinking about your finances
Wednesday 22 September 10 – 11:30 am: Talking about clergy retirement
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Updates • Thursday 18 February 2021 • By Philippe Coquerand

First Nations artist donates painting to Symes Thorpe

Brendan Lane (Kye's brother), Bigambul and Wakka Wakka artist Kye Lane-Hart, Symes Thorpe Lifestyle
Lead Marllisa Beaver and Lynda Maybanks (Kye's partner) in February 2021

A First Nations artist who spends up to 80 hours on an individual painting has kindly donated his
artwork to Symes Thorpe.
Emerging artist Kye Lane-Hart attended the Symes Thorpe Residential Aged Care Home on
Wednesday and showcased his artwork to around 10 residents.
Symes Thorpe was looking for a way to bring culture to the home and were hoping to give back to the
community with this initiative.
“While we currently do not have residents who identify as First Nations people, it is important that we
are supportive and reflect the diversity of many abilities, cultures and backgrounds,” Lifestyle Lead
Marllisa Beaver said.
“We do have staff working in the industry who come from many different backgrounds, and we want
them to be able to come to work and feel a sense of belonging and support, and we also hope that by
having Mr Lane-Hart visit with our residents we can provide a learning opportunity that will work
towards bridging the gap with our seniors.”
Mr Lane-Hart is an emerging Bigambul and Wakka Wakka artist aiming to pave a way for future artists
who are trying to create a career in the industry.
The preservation of First Nations culture is important to Mr Lane-Hart as he raises his young family.
The desire to be part of that preservation and to build ongoing relationships with others in the
community is what has driven this partnership.
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Residents and staff were excited to listen to the stories of his current artwork which will now be
displayed at Symes Thorpe for the residents and visitors to enjoy and purchase.
This will be an ongoing display located at Symes Thorpe, with the goal for Mr Lane-Hart to have an
ongoing space to display his artwork.
“The cost of good quality artwork sometimes does not reflect the amount of time spent on the piece,”
Mr Lane-Hart said.
“It takes more than most people are aware of to complete a high quality piece of art. With Symes
Thorpe’s support, I now have a great place to display my work and the added bonus is I get to educate
a whole different generation about my culture. I get to share my talent and knowledge, knowing that
we can hopefully start an initiative where businesses donate a wall to support an emerging First
Nations artist to begin building those bridges to understanding and mutual respect.”
Yesterday’s experience left the residents with admiration for the etiquette and dedication that
emerging artists follow to earn their place within the community as a valued artist and historian.
It was also an opportunity for the residents to deliver their gift to Mr Lane-Hart as a thank you for his
time and enthusiasm for this project. Mr Lane-Hart’s artwork can also be viewed on his Facebook
page, Kye Lane-Art.
See the WIN News Toowoomba story.
First published on the Anglicare Southern Queensland website on 11 February 2021.

Spotlight Q&A • Thursday 11 February 2021• By Andrew Hawkins

Q&A with new TSS Headmaster, father, surfer and cradle
Anglican, Andrew Hawkins

Old Boy Andrew Hawkins was announced the new Headmaster of TSS in August 2020
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TSS Old Boy Andrew Hawkins was recently appointed as the school’s new Headmaster. He is a
father to four children and a committed Anglican.
How long have you been involved in the Anglican Church and in what roles?
I was baptised at St Luke’s, Emerald and confirmed at The Southport School (TSS) in 1993. I have also
been a Liturgical Assistant at TSS since 2006.
What are your current Anglican Church roles?
I currently attend St Peter’s Church in Southport and was recently appointed Headmaster at TSS.
What projects and activities are you currently working on?
My year will be focussed around succeeding in my first year as Headmaster. I am doing as much as I
can with Nice Coffee Co, which gives all of its proceeds to funding St John’s School in Kenya.

What are your plans and goals for the next 12 months?
My plan is to spend as much time in the Headmaster’s seat as possible. COVID-19 restrictions on
travel will hopefully have a silver lining in that I can spend as much time as possible here at the school.

The Southport School and St Hilda’s School are brother and sister schools – how will
your schools build on this relationship this year?
We hope to act on a united front as schools. We will be doing our country trips together, TSS will host
the 2021 St Hilda’s Musical, and we will be even be combining for some executive meetings this year.

What delights you the most about your students?
Their honesty. It never ceases to amaze me and their honesty is why I love working in schools.

What are the primary strengths of the Church and what is the best way to make the
most of these for the benefit of our young people?
I feel the greatest strength of the Anglican Church is that is does not pretend to have all of the
answers for Christianity. It allows those of Anglican faith to have their own personal journey and find
the answers of faith on a personal level.

What is the benefit of the Anglican Church ethos and approach for your students?
That we can focus on life and how it combines with faith. We can tackle some contemporary issues
such as ethnicity, racism and sexism within our Life and Faith classes and how these are managed
throughout the stories of the Bible.
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Can you tell us a little about your personal faith journey?
I was raised by two parents who attended church every Sunday and being sent to TSS was due to their
Anglican faith. I have had very supportive Chaplains here at TSS as a student and as a teacher, serving
alongside Father Bryan and Father Jonathan.

“My mum, Janine Hawkins, and me on my first day as a TSS student in 1992” (Andrew Hawkins)

How does your faith inspire you and shape your outlook, life choices and character?
With so much doom and gloom around COVID-19 and the restrictions it has put on our lives, my faith
has continually inspired me to stay positive. I took up surfing in my late twenties and that has allowed
me to have many spiritual moments in the ocean that have increased my positivity exponentially.

What is your favourite Bible verse and why?
Psalm 23, particularly verse 4:
“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your
staff – they comfort me.”
I say this a lot, especially when I am nervous – like facing big waves or before I used to play sport. God
is with me to support me, even though I feel fear.

Page 14 of 47

What person of faith inspires you the most and why?
My Grandma Coralie. She is amazing. Calm, quiet, strong, funny. All the traits I want to be
remembered for.

What is the kindest gesture you have ever received or witnessed?
We do a rally each year to get all of the boys to hand in their old rugby and soccer boots. We then
send them to Kenya (Kickers for Kenya). The first year we did it we got to the last pair and there were
two boys left in the line. The boy in front took the left boot and gave the right boot to the boy behind
him so no one missed out. The smile on their faces running around with one boot each was priceless,
as was the gesture.

What is the best piece of advice you have ever received and who gave you this advice?
My best mate’s dad, the late Tony Sharpe, told me that “Tough times don’t last, but tough people do.”

What do you do in your free time to recharge and relax?
I surf and listen to podcasts – The Howie Games is my go to.

What book have you given away most as a gift and why?
To have and to hold, Walter Mikac’s autobiography. He lost his wife and two daughters in the Port
Arthur massacre. He also founded the Alannah & Madeline Foundation, which supports our child
protection policies and internet safety for our current students. Incredible story of resilience and
perseverance.

Where do you do your best thinking?
I have a home gym, as my wife is a runner, so I do most of my thinking in there early in the morning
when Zoe is out running and the kids are still asleep.

What’s your best childhood memory?
Riding my motorbike with my brother around the river next to our house in Emerald, Central
Queensland. Being elected School Captain of my primary school was pretty exciting, too.

If you are having a bad day, what do you do to cheer yourself up?
I watch the Flakefleet Primary School Britain’s Got Talent audition to ‘Don’t stop me know’ by Queen.
Search it on YouTube if you haven’t watched it. It reminds what my role is as a teacher.

What is the funniest thing that has happened to you recently?
I downloaded Love Actually for the family to watch in the lead up to Christmas. My youngest is five
years old and my eldest is 12. Within the first minute they learnt four new words that I have never
taught them! When the singer keeps getting his line wrong, he lets out four profanities. I promptly
turned the film off, but had to laugh – not the best idea from Dad to watch that movie…
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What makes you nostalgic and why?
Visiting the bush. It is where I grew up and have so many great memories. I had a wonderful
childhood and for that I am eternally grateful.

What day would you like to re-live and why?
My wedding day was amazing. We got married in Scotland in a castle. It was like something out of
Downton Abbey!

What is you unanswered question – the question you keep asking yourself?
How did I get so lucky – in every respect – where I work, where I live and the family I have. Someone is
looking out for me.

Features • Thursday 18 February 2021 • By Sandra King OAM

Traditional Custodians: educators

Torres Strait Islander elder Dr Aunty Rose Elu and RAP Coordinator Aunty Sandra King OAM met at St
Martin's House on Tuesday 18 August 2020 to yarn about the 150th anniversary of The Coming of The
Light, marking the day that missionaries first came to the Torres Strait

My role as Reconciliation Action Plan Coordinator is to engage with the whole Anglican Church
Southern Queensland community, including parishes, schools, St Francis College, ministries and
Cathedral Precinct staff, by presenting speeches, organising programs, events and activities, and
writing reflections and features to raise awareness of my people and First Nations matters.
Describing my life experiences and expressing my community’s views allow people to have
discussions and to answer some questions they have always wanted to ask, while challenging views,
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breaking down barriers and helping people to see the good, the bad and the ugly side of colonialism’s
legacy.
You are now probably thinking “What’s ‘good’ about colonising First Nations Peoples?” My answer is,
from the horrors of the Frontier Wars to the various discriminatory Aboriginal Acts, scores of
massacres, the Stolen Generations, the deaths in custody, the White Australia policy and the ongoing
racism…we have survived. Through all the heartache our Elders and ancestors went through, I only
have pride for their strength and resilience, and so I inform, engage with and speak to diverse groups
of people of not only our struggles, but also of our strength and resilience. We are reviving our
languages, and our traditions, cultures and stories are still being passed down, and that’s a good thing
to me.
I am aware that others may have different views. Your perceptions may reflect your upbringing,
education, frustration or heartache. We are all trying to cope with numerous personal or political
issues in an everchanging world and sometimes making changes to our once comfortable and
idolised lifestyle can be hard, as COVID-19 has shown us. Believe me when I say this, “I totally
understand!”
The past decades have seen ‘new’ hashtags, words, phrases and slogans that my family, friends and I
grapple with. Sometimes I do find it hard to use these new words, as these weren’t part of my Elders’
vocabulary or my upbringing. For instance, ‘climate change’ to us is basically about ‘looking after
Country’ or ‘Caring for country’. Also, being classed as a ‘traditional owner’ is something I have
difficulty in saying, as due to government policies and Native Title, these words are used to describe
us and/or our ‘clans’ or ‘mobs’ or language groups. In the words of many Elders, ‘We are not owners of
Country, we are custodians” because we belong to the land, we do not own it.
Over the last three decades, we have commonly been referred to as ‘Indigenous people’. This
terminology simplified saying and writing ‘Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders’. I remember
attending a Chamber of Commerce meeting in the early 1990s and hearing our Elders angrily
protesting about using that word ‘Indigenous’ – they were not happy at all, as the term homogenises
various First Nations peoples and undermines our sovereignty. Instead it is best practice to refer to us
by our given mob’s name if known – for example, I am a Bundjalung and Quandamooka woman. If the
given mob’s name is not known, then using the term ‘First Nations Peoples’ is preferred.
A lot of First Nations’ organisations and government departments still use the term ‘Indigenous’ in
their business name or in their funding programs and policies. However, this is starting to change. At
a First Nations business meeting last Tuesday, it was agreed that they would use ‘First Nations
Peoples’ when referring to us.
I am often asked to yarn with young school students, teachers, community organisations and at
government events and activities – facilitating yarning is an important role of a First Nations educator.
Yarning and listening are critical parts of First Nations cultures. Everything I know is from yarning,
listening and learning from my family and Elders. Their teachings and history are truth telling and
therefore very important to me and my values, morals and standing in my community. I regularly say
or write ‘Yarn you soon’.
So, I hope to yarn you soon.
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Updates • Sunday 21 February 2021

First play on Brisbane TV has historic Cathedral revival 60
years later

Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble will recreate a slice of entertainment history at St John's Cathedral
on 4 March, performing the stage play A Sleep of Prisoners 60 years after it was first performed (L-R: cast
members Angus Thorburn and actor/director Rob Pensalfini in rehearsals)

A slice of Queensland entertainment history will be recreated in St John’s Cathedral next month with a
performance tribute to the 60th anniversary of the first television drama ever produced in Brisbane.
A Sleep of Prisoners, the verse play by legendary English dramatist Christopher Fry, is being staged at St
John’s Cathedral on the evening of Thursday 4 March.
This is almost 60 years to the day after the same play was filmed live by ABC Television in St John’s,
becoming the first small-screen drama made and broadcast in Brisbane.
The 1961 production ran for 75 minutes and featured a cast of four, headed by leading Australian
actor Ron Haddrick.
Brisbane TV drama writer and historian Stephen Vagg approached St John’s Cathedral and the
Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble (QSE) last year with the idea of staging a one-night only revival of
the play to commemorate the anniversary of the original broadcast.
“Television drama production in Australia is traditionally associated with the cities of Sydney and
Melbourne,” Mr Vagg said.
“Yet Brisbane has its own rich history of making TV drama – from recent efforts such as Harrow and
Secrets and Lies, back to the 1980s revival of Mission Impossible and the 1960s live plays from the ABC
at Toowong.

Page 18 of 47

“Before any of this, there was A Sleep of Prisoners, broadcast from St John’s Cathedral on 2 March 1961,
only a few years after television was introduced to Australia.
“It is thrilling that St John’s and the Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble agreed to put on this
performance in the exact same location it was first recorded here.”
Mr Vagg, a former story producer for Neighbours and Home and Away, said the play’s original author,
Christopher Fry, was a towering figure of English post-war entertainment, including working on the
screenplay of the legendary 1959 Hollywood movie epic Ben Hur.
A Sleep of Prisoners, Fry’s lyrical reflection on life, death, violence and purgatory was originally
commissioned as part of the Festival of Britain, and opened at St Thomas’ Church in Regent Street,
London in May 1951.
The play is set in a bombed-out church during WWII and focuses on four soldiers and their dreams of
Biblical stories.
Mr Vagg said the play was originally selected for filming by the ABC in part because it could be
performed in a church.
“In 1961 Brisbane didn’t really have the studio facilities to shoot television drama,” Mr Vagg said.
“However, one of the ABC’s leading TV directors, Ray Menmuir, had worked here and knew St John’s
Cathedral would make an ideal filming location for A Sleep of Prisoners.”
Dean of St John’s Cathedral The Very Rev’d Dr Peter Catt said they were delighted to revive the play
(with a local cast) in the Cathedral, which has proved to be a popular and versatile venue for the
performing arts over the years.
“Aside from being used for services and musical performances, we have staged various theatrical
performances over the years – including one by the Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble – as well as a
few fashion shows,” Dr Catt said.
The 2021 performance of A Sleep of Prisoners will be directed by Rob Pensalfini, one of Queensland
Shakespeare Ensemble’s founders and its artistic director since 2001.
He said QSE had a long track record of performing both verse drama and contemporary local stories.
“Over the years, we have worked extensively with prisoners, returned military personnel with PTSD,
and wartime stories,” Dr Pensalfini said.
“Our mission at QSE is to bring classical stories to life for a contemporary local audience and in
particular through the lens of the marginalised, which is exactly what Fry did with A Sleep of
Prisoners, juxtaposing key Biblical texts with modern characters in extremis.
“The key components of this play – dramatic verse, liminal and subliminal states, deprivation, and
moral complexity – resonate strongly with the themes which QSE explores in its work both on stage
and in our communities.
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“The important place of this text in Australian performance history, which led to one of the first
televised Australian-produced dramas, demonstrates the importance of classical stories and verse
drama to the development of new and vibrant forms of performance.”
In a symbolic reaching of hands across the nation, A Sleep of Prisoners will be concurrently performed
on 4 March at St George’s Cathedral in Perth – which similarly broadcast its own version of the same
play just a few weeks before Brisbane in 1961.
Tickets for the Brisbane show, which starts at 7.30pm on Thursday 4 March, are just $15. Bookings
may be made online.
A Sleep of Prisoners cast:
Leah Fitzgerald Quinn (Private Peter Able)
Rebecca Murphy (Corporal Joe Adams)
Rob Pensalfini (Private Tim Meadows)
Angus Thorburn (Private David King).
Director: Rob Pensalfini
Producers: Stephen Vagg, Ian Eckersley, Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble

Reflections • Monday 15 February 2021 • By Vivienne Binns

New chapter for the Old Friary

The Old Friary, a beautiful Anglican property of enormous historical and spiritual significance to the
Anglican Diocese of Brisbane and to the broader community, is being sold to UnitingCare Queensland to
complement their adjoining Iona Retirement Village and residential aged care facility. The property
ownership is expected to be transferred around June 2021. Importantly, special conditions of the sale
are intended to ensure that the Old Friary remains a community-focused heritage oasis.
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In 2017, Brisbane City Council acknowledged the historical significance of the Old Friary Complex (St
Christopher’s Lodge (the large house), St Clare’s Cottage and the Chapel] by including it on their
heritage register. Set amongst 2.6 hectares (6.5 acres) of parkland in Kenmore Hills, this significant
property has been a place of spiritual nurture and sanctuary for decades.
Since the early 1990s, when the Brookfield Centre for Spirituality began at this site, various groups in
the local community have enjoyed using it as a venue for meetings, workshops, art shows and other
events including weddings and baptisms, while, importantly, its contemplative use by the Anglican
Church and other denominations has continued.
Folklore told that a large colonial home dominated the hilltop, known as Carver Hill, since 1890.
However, research suggests that, in 1924, a section of *Richard Gailey’s old family home, built in 1890,
Glen Olive, was purchased by the Watts family to construct a grand family home on their Carver Hill
property. (*Note: Richard Gailey (1834-1924), Architect, designed many historical buildings in
Brisbane including the Regatta and Orient Hotels, Baptist Tabernacle, Brisbane Girls’ Grammar School,
Moorland House at Wesley Hospital, and a section of Fernberg, to name a few.)
In 1932, Father Robert Bartlett Bates, Rector of All Saints’, Wickham Terrace, purchased this property
in order to establish St John’s Home for Aged Men. Fr Bates felt that the Church in Australia was
hindered in its advance by the lack of religious communities and desired to found both men’s and
women’s communities based on the life of St Francis and St Clare. In 1928, A Church of England Order
of St Francis, known as the Daughters of St Clare, was established by Fr Bates to care for aged women
at Spring Hill and now included caring for the men in St John’s. However, St John’s was later relocated
to West Toowong because the men considered it ‘too far out of town’.
In 1934, Fr Bates converted the site into ‘St Christopher’s Lodge for Boys’, a farm school to educate
and care for disadvantaged boys. In 1940, a cottage was constructed on the site in order to house the
Daughters of St Clare, who continued to assist in caring for and/or teaching the boys. St Clare’s
Cottage then became the School House, enabling the school curriculum to be taught onsite
(previously the boys had attended Kenmore State School) while also continuing to educate the boys in
farming practices. According to many past students of St Christopher’s School, Fr Bates was a very
caring and compassionate man, with some commenting, “He was the only father they knew”. The
school continued to operate until Fr Bates’ death in 1955. Fr Bates had always intended bringing a
men’s Order of St Francis to Australia.
In intervening years, the site was used by the Diocese as a youth and conference centre, becoming a
campsite for Comrades of St George and for the Church Mailbag for outback children.
Ten years after Fr Bates died, the first Anglican Franciscan Brothers arrived from England, invited by
Archbishop Strong and joined by many others, who, for 22 years used St Christopher’s as their Friary.
In 1971, the Friars built and dedicated their octagonal chapel to Fr Bates under the patronage of St
Mary, St Francis and St Clare. St Clare’s Cottage became the Novice House while the Friars were
accommodated in ‘monks’ cells’ in St Christopher’s. Many people in the Diocese will remember the
Brothers’ days with great fondness, especially their famed Friary Fayres, their famous pottery and
their massive open-air services to the sounds of jangling guitars. They continued the tradition of farm
production on the site. Of great significance was their work in the community to care for people who
were disadvantaged. In 1987, the Brothers diversified and relocated.
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Expo 88 volunteers working for the Pavilion of Promise were housed on the site, but it was left in a
mess.
In 1991, under the direction of The Rev’d David Binns, as well as Jack Thurgood and his team of
volunteers from St David’s Anglican Church, Chelmer, the site was rehabilitated to become the
Brookfield Centre for Christian Spirituality. Fr Binns used his artistic talents to decorate the chapel
while Franciscan Spirituality was a strong influence in his ministry. The site continues today as a place
of community engagement, and for worship and retreat….and much more…and is now fondly called
Old Friary.
As it changes hands to UnitingCare, a Friary Common’s Working Group is being established, which will
include Anglican and community representatives along with the UnitingCare Mission team.
Importantly, the working group will consider continuing the community engagement within the site’s
spiritual and historical precinct. UnitingCare respects and acknowledges the sacred significance of this
important site and will seek to care for and protect that heritage as they construct their new facilities.
The Old Friary has for the past nine decades been of great spiritual significance to many people in our
Diocese and beyond. It has been a place where the teachings of the Gospels, as modelled by St
Francis and St Clare, were central. It has been a place where care of others, including humanitarian
work, has been paramount. The Old Friary has played a very significant role in God’s plan and within
the life of our Diocese. May this work long continue.
Those who have been associated with the Old Friary are invited to join opportunities for
farewell and thanksgiving before it changes hands.
•

A Lenten quiet day will be held on Saturday, 20 February 2021. To register please
contact: office@kenbrookang.org.au. [Editor’s note: event registrations have now closed
for this event due to numbers].

•

On Palm Sunday, 28 March 2021, the Archbishop, The Most Rev’d Dr Phillip Aspinall, will
celebrate a final Thanksgiving Service in the chapel at 2.30 pm followed by a celebratory
afternoon tea on the lawn. As COVID-19 conditions will apply, registrations are essential.
Please register online.

In the meantime, please note that the Old Friary is still available for hire until the end of March
2021 with a Covid-safe plan in place. Bookings can be made through Linda Burridge at St
Francis College. Please contact Linda via 3514 7424 or
email: LBurridge@ministryeducation.org.au.
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Features • Monday 22 February 2021 • By Michael Rogers

Records and Archives Centre news: indexes, a mystery
grave and a new website

The plaque to be placed on Dorothy's grave at St Hilda’s in Anduramba

In my anglican focus feature published in July 2020, I noted how COVID-19 had impacted the Records
and Archives Centre – particularly in the ways staff and volunteers work and interact. Despite the
recent ‘lockdown’ and requirement for stricter physical distancing, we have managed to re-establish a
‘new normal’ at Church House and are encouraging researchers to once again make appointments to
review records in the Arnott Reading Room. We have also relaunched our new public website, where
we have published several new online collections, indexes and finding aids.
During the past year, one of our team of volunteers (Glenda Murrell) has been indexing The Bush Notes
as published by the Bush Brotherhood of St Paul. The notes were a monthly publication (first
published not long after the establishment of the Bush Brothers in 1905) and they record the
baptisms, marriages and burials that the Brothers conducted. The indexes have been published on
our new website. The website includes a gallery of images for St John’s Cathedral, a link to our Military
Chaplains Exhibition, a section on First Nations peoples, and an online enquiry form.

Marriage entry from St John’s Cathedral, showing first marriage at the new Cathedral 1 November 1910
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Other indexes that we have recently published include our Index to Marriages (1843-1910). This index
was originally created in 1999. The index (originally recorded in an old Access database) has been
inaccessible for several years. Archives staff have had to rely on the printed published version. We
recently discovered an online tool which has allowed us to convert the index into an Excel
spreadsheet for internal purposes, and then into an Adobe PDF for publishing. The index has been
published in the form as entered; however, we are looking at ways to make it more user friendly for
our researchers.
One of the index entries notes the first marriage at the new St John’s Cathedral – that for The Rev’d
Bertie Peregrine Walker and Alice Maud Townshend. The Archives holds an original wedding invitation
for the marriage, noting that Alice’s father was a Mr R.E. Sexton. Alice had kept her original name
when her mother had remarried after the death of her biological father. The marriage was conducted
by Archbishop Donaldson, as noted in the Marriage Register and the newspaper article for The
Brisbane Courier.
The entry for The Rev’d Bertie notes that he was then residing in Gayndah – which provides a good
link to another index that has recently been published on our new website – that being early baptisms
for Gayndah. The index covers the baptisms recorded in the first and second Baptism Registers for
the Parish of Gayndah, including Burnett District (1860 to 1877) and (1891 to 1894) and Gayndah
(1882 to 1891]. The indexes have been collated in the order that they were recorded in the registers.
Several of the entries note German and Chinese settlers, and there are also references to First
Nations peoples. Additional information and links from other sources have been included where the
individual or family are notable. Four entries note the baptisms for children of Thomas Skelton, who
had been transported from England to Australia as a convict.
Thomas was born in Cavendish, Suffolk around 1830. In 1849 he was transported to the Moreton Bay
colony after being found guilty of stealing 10 chickens in 1846. In 1856 he married Maria Taylor at his
residence at Dalgangal, Queensland. The marriage was entered into the marriage register for
Maryborough and is noted in the Marriage Index. In 1858 he took the licence of the Prince of Wales
Hotel, Mundubbera. By 1870, he was running a hotel in Gayndah, passing away in 1873.

Gayndah Baptism Register entries noting the baptism of two of Thomas Skelton’s children on 3 March
1861 and 15 January 1871

Our researchers continue to send us many and varied queries – while many are in relation to
baptisms and marriages, we do receive enquiries concerning funerals and burials. One of the most
notable recent enquiries concerned a lone grave in Anduramba (just north of Crow’s Nest).
The grave was on the former site of St Hilda’s Anglican Church (dedicated in 1911) in Anduramba. The
church was relocated in 1953 to Maclagan (east of Dalby), and the land sold to a private buyer in 1975.
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Since then, the land has gone through several hands – but it was always known that there was a single
grave on the site, where a climbing rose currently grows.
Local stories mention a young child who died of diphtheria and that her mother (known only as
Richter) had an older child. Another story said that it was the older child that had died, and possibly
only three years old at the time. There was unfortunately no clarity as to the year of burial (just that it
occurred sometime between 1910 and 1940).
The current owner (Trish Mason) purchased the land in early 2019 and was determined to identify the
individual. Trish managed to obtain birth and death certificates of likely candidates from The
Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages. After some research by Archival staff a relevant
entry in the July 1913 edition of The Church Chronicle was located (have I mentioned previously what
an excellent publication this is?). It notes that a Mr and Mrs George Richter had lost their little one,
and that the child had been buried at St Hilda’s in Anduramba.

Church Chronicle, July 1913, p.144, Anduramba

A review of the baptism registers for Crow’s Nest noted a baptism for an Edmund Richter (parents
George and Caroline Richter), but nothing regarding a baptism for other children of George and
Caroline prior to the burial.
From a Crow’s Nest Family History site (and from the certificates that the owner obtained from the
Births, Deaths and Marriages office) we have been able to work out that George and Caroline had four
children, including two at the time of the burial. The second child, Dorothy, was born in April 1913 and
died on 3 June. Her death certificate notes that she was buried at the Church of England at
Anduramba – meaning that it is almost certain that it is Dorothy that lies in the unmarked grave (as
Edmund passed away in 1984).
At the time of publication, Trish has placed an iron trellis above the grave for the climbing rose and
was arranging for a plaque to be placed on the grave.
The Archives continues to receive enquiries from researchers regarding family and local history, as
well as from parishes after going through their cupboards, storage spaces and filing cabinets. We
encourage other parishes to review their records – if you have any questions, please get in touch! We
are especially looking for church registers – which includes of course those that detail burials.
The Record and Archives Centre team encourages anglican focus readers to visit their new
website.
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Books & Guides • Friday 19 February 2021 • By Dr Robin Ray

Christians and Muslims can be Friends

Image from the cover of Christians and Muslims can be Friends

Based on his own experiences and discussions with Muslims and Christians, Anglican priest Father
Dave Smith constructs a strong case for positive relationships between Muslims and Christians. He
makes a clear distinction between systems of belief and the people who interpret those beliefs:
“Our religions are not at war and our holy books are not a war” (p.14).
“Conflict between Christians and Muslims has nothing to do with religion” (p.38).
In short people are the problem.
The book is presented in two parts. In the first, Father Dave shares his views and experience using
doctrinal and Biblical bases for discussion of the issues that underpin perspectives and often
misinformed beliefs about Muslims. The second part contains transcripts of interviews with Muslims
and Christians discussing various aspects of Muslim-Christian relationships and possible strategies for
facilitating mutual understanding and friendship.
Father Dave suggests that the basis of some Muslims’ antagonism towards those outside Islam is
more political than religious, arising from foreign government support for Israel’s treatment of
Palestinians and the killing of innocent people in wars. It’s the only thing that unites the sectarian and
national divisions of the Muslim world:
“…the US and her allies maintain the Palestinian Occupation…the treatment of the Palestinian people
by the State of Israel…grieves the heart of God” (p.41).
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Often for non-Muslims, general ignorance and misinformation about Muslims promulgated in the
wider community breeds fear, suspicion, mistrust and animosity:
“…we refuse to listen to their side of the story, we inevitably see their violence as irrational and write
these people off as “pure evil” (quote of one Australian Prime Minister)” (p.43).
In writing this book, Father Dave seeks to offer information to correct misconceptions about Muslims
based on his own experience and his theological and doctrinal perspective. He contends that through
addressing the unwarranted negative perceptions of Muslims, the Church is well positioned to have a
positive impact on attitudinal change that could influence local and international events.
Across eight chapters, Smith clearly addresses issues, such as ‘Christianity and Islam are not at war’;
‘Do Christians and Muslims worship the same God?’; ‘So why the jihad?’; ‘Removing the plank’; and,
‘Who is my brother?’. Three key concepts that are critical to the messages in this book are dogmas of
faith, recognising the humanity of our adversaries and cleaning up the swamp.
One method Smith effectively uses to improve or clarify the reader’s knowledge and understanding of
their own and the Islamic faith is to describe several dogmas inherent in Christianity and their parallel
dogmas in Islam. He begins with God, suggesting that it is unhelpful to ask if we worship the same
God when both are monotheistic faiths. For Muslims, the revelation of God is found in Torah and
Qur’an which is absolute and infallible. However, “Christianity is less about the book and more about
the person” (p.30). For the Christian, God as found in the scriptures is important, but God is revealed
though Jesus the Christ, the word made flesh, with the Father and Son one. In Islam, God does not
share His divine nature. Instead “Muslims consider Jesus to be very Godly” and Muhammad as a
messenger of God (p.28).
Having considered the perception of God, Smith moves on to use these understandings to describe
our respective relationships with God with regard to obedience and forgiveness. In Islam, “If you do
the right thing by God, you get closer to God. If you do the wrong thing by God, you get further away
from God” (Sheikh Mansour, p.33). The concept of forgiveness that Christians find in Jesus, “shifts the
foundation of Christian religion away from one focused on law and obedience to one that is primarily
about love and grace” (p.32) leading to a closer relationship with God in which obedience is a natural
behaviour. Having said that, Father Dave also points out that he has experienced more love and grace
among Muslim groups than among some Christians. A salient point that should cause Christians to
pause and reflect on their behaviour.
The second concept that brought me up short was Smith’s focus on the need to recognise the
humanity in our adversaries and see our interfaith relationships from another point of view. He cites
not only recent theatres of war that have been sold to us as ways to control the perceived violence of
Islam, and also other reinforcing factors such as good and evil plots and archetypes in the books and
films we consume. Given that many innocent civilians, including children, have been killed by
Australian and American forces, Smith explains the tribal culture of vengeance which makes one duty
bound to avenge death in your family (p.40) as a contributor to jihadist activity. Media images of
soldiers dehumanising Muslims is bound to anger other Muslims. Would we not feel similarly if this
dehumanisation and violence was happening to our people? This section of the book brings humanity
to the front of our awareness, something that is often missing in mainstream media portrayal of
conflict situations. Smith also encourages us to “…understand our foreign policy and see what it looks
like from the other side” (p. 40), that is, to stop and examine the plank in our own eye (Matthew 7.3-5).
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As a way forward, Smith skilfully uses the analogy of a swamp as a breeding ground for the
mosquitoes that cause malaria. Cleaning up this swamp requires action by both Muslims and
Christians. “The Bible and Qur’an contain significant amounts of potentially inflammatory material,
depending on how it is interpreted”(p.11). Also “Syrians are under no illusions as to who is to blame
for their misery… they know too that these people… are being funded and support by foreign
governments including our own” (p.49). Father Dave rightly points out that just as killing mosquitoes
does not stop malaria, killing terrorists will not stop terrorism breeding. Instead he provides seven
points ranging from apologies to removing sanctions and withdrawing American troops, as a
beginning to cleaning up the swamps that breed terrorism (p.51).
The text of the book itself is easy to read. Father Dave’s arguments are logically ordered and
presented in a manner that encourages contemplation of the issues. Use of personal stories, both
from his own perspective and others, engages the reader. Interview transcripts bring stories alive, but
this section could be tiring to read in one sitting.
I recommend the book as a useful resource for discussion in parishes and social groups. However,
Smith warns not to “paper over” doctrinal differences that are “deep and profound”, but to engage
meaningfully with Muslims. He emphasises the need to accept the differences and appreciate
another’s perspective, learn from each other, share a meal – certainly my favourite way to build
relationships.
Dave Smith, 2020. Christians and Muslims can be friends. Rethink Press Limited, UK.

Features • Monday 22 February 2021 • By Penny Howchin

Marking Lent with our children

Through November and December shopping centres are full of decorations, music and festivities that
make it impossible to forget that Christmas is coming. Everywhere you look people are excitedly
preparing by baking, wrapping presents, decorating and attending Christmas events. With the world
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seemingly screaming “Santa” and “presents” around every corner, we are intentional as a Church to
influence our children to see the true significance of Christmas and just what that means for
them. While presents, decorations and Santa can be enjoyed, we rightly emphasise Jesus coming to
earth and what this means for us today.
Now we find shelves at the grocery store full of hot cross buns, pictures of bunnies and shiny Easter
eggs. And, so we are faced with the same challenge: to help our children focus on the true meaning of
Lent and Easter in a way that is relevant to them today.
When I was a child, I was only vaguely aware of Lent. It was not regularly observed by my family. All I
understood was that Easter was coming, and it might be a good idea to give up something, because
Jesus gave up His life. For a child who liked to obey the ‘rules’, I was happy to participate on occasion,
but it had little personal significance for me. It was all very serious and didn’t have a lasting or helpful
impact on my Christian walk.
So this Lent I’d like to challenge us to help our children lay down something, in order to pick up
something else. Rather than just cutting something out of our lives (and possibly letting our children
feel God is depriving them of ice cream!) let’s take something out specifically to put something more
beneficial in. Let’s help our children lay down a luxury, in order to pick up something else that helps
them focus more intentionally on Jesus’ love and sacrifice during this time.

Here are my ‘5 top tips’ on guiding your child or family on what to lay down and what
to take up:
1. Make it positive. When we fast or lay something down, we can tend to be incredibly solemn.
While it’s important to model and teach reverence, we don’t want to unintentionally give the
impression that Lent is a time to be disliked. Show your children how we can want to lay
something down because we want God more than that particular thing. For example, I may lay
down chocolate (which my children know I really love!) and explain to them that it’s because I
want to know more of God even more than I want to eat chocolate. Instead of eating chocolate,
I may take some extra time to sit in God’s presence and be filled by Him. That becomes a
lesson lived before them.
2. Make it personal. Only you know your children – their ages, personalities, interests and
relationships with God. Only you can help them identify something suitable that is at their level
to lay down and something to take up.
3. Make it meaningful. Whatever your child lays down, ensure that what they take up is
meaningful and going to help them take another step in their relationship with God. Examples
of things they could take up include working through a children’s devotional, writing cards to
neighbours or family members isolated in the COVID-19 environment, watching Bible stories
on the iPad instead of Minecraft videos, or writing in a prayer journal.
4. Make it a team effort. Consider approaching Lent as a family. Perhaps TV dinners could be
laid down, and reading a family devotional during the meal could take its place. Perhaps eating
breakfast in rush could be laid down and taking two minutes to pray as a family could be taken
up. Perhaps desserts could be laid down in order to take time to worship together.
5. Make it lasting. Whatever your child picks up during this time has the potential to deepen
their relationship with Jesus forever. Although we don’t want to diminish the significance of the
season, when Lent finishes, consider how lasting changes could remain in your children’s lives.
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Features • Monday 22 February 2021 • By Gordon Melvin, Melissa Conway, Laura
Wellauer

Hope for Creation
Christians from across Queensland recently gathered at a ‘Hope for Creation’ workshop (co-hosted by
our Justice Unit) at St Andrew’s, South Brisbane to discuss damage to the climate and to explore how
we can care for God’s creation better. In this special joint feature, three local Anglicans share about
their insights, observations, learnings and hopes.

Gordon Melvin, from St Peter the Fisherman in Bramble Bay, hiking

Gordon Melvin – parishioner at St Peter the Fisherman, Bramble Bay
I attended the recent Hope for Creation workshop for a couple of reasons. I believe climate change is
the most serious problem that the world is facing and I think it is critical that Christians are at the
forefront of our response to climate change – for both the world’s and the Church’s survival. I have
been deeply concerned that the broader reputation of the Church is often perceived to be more
negative than positive. I believe one way to change this is for Christians to become dynamic leaders in
driving climate change solutions.
I found the day-long workshop to be very productive and it was great meeting people with similar
views and concerns. Climate change is an incredibly broad subject and I was delighted with the
process the workshop used to get everyone’s ideas on the table for discussion. We began in small
groups with each person talking and everyone else listening and making notes that became the basis
of the group discussion. It was a great way to make sure everyone had input. The group then distilled
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the many ideas down into a few that were discussed in more detail. It was very rewarding and I think
it is a process that needs to continue to help the Church generate ideas to allow it to take a leadership
role on this most important of issues.
My discussion group focused on the idea of getting signs into as many churches as possible to
generate greater awareness of the issue. The sign idea was inspired by this photo:

I liked the idea of a simple ‘Climate Action Now’ sign as being a great way to get conversations started,
especially in churches who are yet to give the topic much thought.

I found the day’s discussions so engaging that I focused on listening rather than taking notes.
However, I did write down the comment that struck me the most – “That conservative men are most
moved on climate change issues by their daughters.” This observation suggests to me that a very
productive activity for Christians would be to energetically support School Strike 4 Climate given that a
very large number of teenage girls participate in this movement and we should get behind them.
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St Francis College student Melissa Conway tending to her garden in February 2021

Melissa Conway – St Francis College formation student
There was a point in the lead up to the Hope for Creation workshop when I thought, “I’m not sure I’m
qualified for this workshop, maybe it’s for other people.” I tend to just do my own thing in terms of
care for creation, including composting, recycling, growing some of my own food, and trying to live
smaller and more simply. And, I contribute when I can to Baroona Farm at St Francis College. It
seemed like so many people were doing bigger and more challenging and important things, while
deeply involved in substantial enterprises. What ultimately helped me overcome my doubts is that
care for creation is care for people, and all people belong to God.
I was most challenged by a story at the end of the workshop about some protest action taken by a
group who did a sit-in at the office of a transport company near my parish church. The speaker, Mark,
described his motivation as coming from a recognition of his privileged position in society. He was
prepared to put his body on the line and to risk arrest. It made me wonder what I was prepared to
risk, because I have to admit I come from a place of privilege, too.
The things I’ve listed that I’m already doing…well, they’re all within my comfort zone. I can do more of
that, but I can also think about how much I’m prepared to risk help reverse damage to the climate. As
someone with a voice in the community, I know my words and actions can have an impact, so I will be
more overt and vocal about what I’m doing and why, and take more opportunities to share stories
with others. After all, it’s through stories that we find common ground.
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Laura Wellaeur – St Andrew’s, South Brisbane Youth Group Leader and Creek Care volunteer (February
2021)

Laura Wellauer – St Andrew’s, South Brisbane Youth Group Leader and Creek Care
volunteer
I reckon growing up with my grandma instilled in me an appreciation for nature and I’ve always felt
heartbroken when seeing trees, gardens and wildlife habitats being replaced with concrete jungles
(especially building developments), but I wasn’t sure why and how nature was connected to God.
Then, when I was helping teach at Sunday School, we did an amazing unit called ‘Creation Care’. At a
recent youth camp, St Andrew’s, South Brisbane parishioner Mark Delaney ran a fantastic interactive
weekend workshop on Christian responses to climate change, which included quizzes, visual aids (like
pictures, illustrations, maps and graphs), looking at what climate scientists have discovered, group
activities and discussions, as well as looking at what the Bible and Jesus say.
Following these rich learning experiences, I felt super inspired to jump right into research and learn at
workshops like the Climate Pastoral Care Conference 2020 (run by Common Grace), the Hope for
Creation workshop at St Andrew’s, South Brisbane, and more hands-on things like School Strike 4
Climate and Creek Care and Coast Care. I also endeavour to compost everything (that was once alive!),
while researching where to take harder-to-recycle things.
One highlight of the Hope for Creation workshop was enjoying seeing lots of older people come
because it showed me how much they also care about God’s creation and that they are keen to look
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for solutions across different generations. They also shared about their need to work more with
Australia’s traditional custodians and eagerly discussed about how they want to show God’s love
through practical actions, and not just words. Another highlight was finding out about the
compostable lunch containers and coffee grounds that actually got put in the compost tumbler bin at
church!
My hope is that through the conversations shared at the Hope for Creation workshop that
participants know that we aren’t alone in our desire to protect the world and that there are others
living close by who are willing to support each other to keep fighting for Planet A!
Join faith communities around the world on Thursday 11 March for ‘Sacred People, Sacred
Earth’ — the biggest ever faith-based day of action for the environment. Parishes, schools and
organisations are encouraged to mark this event in their own way and sign a bold new multifaith statement on the need for serious action to improve our climate. The Parishes of
Indooroopilly, Grovely, Goodna and Logan, along with St John’s Cathedral, will be ringing their
bells on the day, while the Parishes of Bardon, Manly and Bundaberg West are holding prayer
vigils and engaging with their local community about caring for Creation. St James’ and St
Anne’s in Toowoomba are jointly hosting a multi-faith vigil event.
Find out more information and how to get your faith community involved in ‘Sacred People,
Sacred Earth’ online.

Reflections • Friday 19 February 2021 • By The Ven. Michael Faragher

Blessings from a nine-month long conversation

Archdeacon of Oxley and Rector of Christ Church, St Lucia The Ven. Michael Faragher

In 2019, I was approached to take part in a clergy professional supervision pilot program, organised
by the Parishes and other Mission Agencies Commission. Initially, I was reluctant – the 60-hour week
of caring for my parish, Archdeacon duties and somehow fitting in time for my family all weighed
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against something else being put into the timetable – but there was a compelling case for clergy from
different ecclesial backgrounds and levels of experience to take part, so I agreed.
The first task was to choose a suitably qualified counsellor. A comprehensive list was provided and
considerations included the location, availability, counselling framework from which the counsellor
was drawn (i.e. secular or religious, and if religious the denomination of the potential supervisor, etc).
Confession being good for the soul, but not always the best for reputation, I must admit that when my
eye fell on the name of somebody based in Bardon, a short drive from my place in St Lucia, I thought
that would be a good choice regardless of any other considerations. This somewhat arbitrary decision
turned out to be serendipitous and I agreed to see Sr Catherine Heffernan from the Sisters of Mercy
at their centre near Stuartholme School.
I must say from the outset that Sr Catherine’s ministry to me as my professional supervisor was
beyond any hopes I had entertained before especially given, as I’ve already intimated, my initial
reluctance to take part. We met monthly or thereabouts on nine occasions, and after my reticence
and curiosity at our first encounter, I came to look forward to our time together. We met in a special
room set aside for this purpose, which was reassuring and restful. For our first session, Sr Catherine
had chosen a text, prayer or reading selected from some interesting and appropriate work, which
formed the basis of our initial discussion. Sr Catherine then carefully drew our conversation into
taking stock of what was going on in my life and ministry.
Around the time that I became engaged in this pilot program, I was considering retirement and
wondering what that might mean and look like. This became a regular theme in our conversations
and Sr Catherine’s searching questions and enthusiastic encouragement were a great help to me in
articulating and investigating my retirement plans.
Another interesting strand of our nine-month long conversation (I use this description of our
encounter deliberately, as there was nothing clinical or forensic about our discussions, and because of
Sr Catherine’s skill, I never felt as though I was being ‘interviewed’) was the state and work of our
respective churches. We both agreed very early on in our time together that our denominations were
in many ways effectively “broken”, and how one worked, ministered and lived in this context provided
much food for thought and discussion.
Sadly, the formal program finished in December 2019. I intend to resume this program of supervision
at my own expense when I conclude the long service leave I’m currently taking. I commend this
program to all clergy and hope that you will have the good fortune to engage with a supervisor as
thoughtful, engaging, skillful and God-centred as I did.
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Updates • Thursday 18 February 2021 • By Kerryn Smith

Canterbury students set to be world ready

Canterbury College’s Centre for Entrepreneurship and Leadership (CCEL) is set to deliver innovative
entrepreneurial and leadership opportunities that will allow students to develop, grow, cope and
engage in an ever-changing world from the start of 2021.
The Head of the CCEL Greg Wacker said that the centre is founded upon key contemporary skills and
values.
“The foundations for the CCEL are built on the four 21st century skills of collaboration,
communication, creativity and critical thinking and support the three student-centric visions of
opportunity, innovation and growth,” Mr Wacker said.
These are all underpinned by the students’ passion as the CCEL nurtures and expands their
entrepreneurial mindset as they grow into resilient world ready leaders.”
Year 10 Canterbury student Ashlyn Dinsdale, the owner of startup company Rose + Quill, has been
successfully selling her handmade personalised art and calligraphy online for over a year.
She said she is excited about the possibility of accessing coaches and mentors through the CCEL to
help grow her business.
“I know that the experience of other successful business owners will assist me in making good
decisions about the next step for Rose + Quill and there are so many other students who are also
looking for this opportunity,” Ashlyn said.
Year 11 student Charlie Johnstone has been involved in many entrepreneurial opportunities since
Year 8, most recently competing in Australia’s largest open government and open data hackathon
GovHack.
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Using his understanding of language-based code for web orientated algorithms, Charlie successfully
developed an app to help tackle the issue of common waste items affecting sea life.
The app was called ‘Bin Bingo’ and won his team second place in their chosen category from over 300
teams.
Charlie said that he is thrilled to be part of the CCEL, which reflects the College’s adaptive approach to
learning.
“Canterbury has always allowed for students to extend their engagement beyond the curriculum
boundaries, providing creative ways for them to truly thrive,” Charlie said.
“CCEL is yet another example of Canterbury’s eagerness to help students grow and develop, and I am
very excited to be part of this initiative.”
Principal Daniel Walker sees a broader range of leadership and entrepreneurship opportunities as
benefitting not only Canterbury College students, but also strengthening the quality of community
partnerships in Logan and beyond.
“Schools have a responsibility to do more than create high ATARS; we must bridge the gap between
school and the real world,” Mr Walker said.
Throughout the year, the CCEL will be proactively establishing a range of innovative events and
activities that will engage students with local industry and community organisations to help broaden
students’ understanding of the world of work and enrich their school learning experiences.
This will include providing opportunities to partner with, meet and learn from various industry
professionals through a structured internship program, solve real-world problems and engage in
diverse learning experiences that reach beyond the traditional approaches to learning in a school
context.
Mr Wacker said that the days of one-off work experience visits are no longer a valued model.
“The reality is that young people need to understand the range of new and emerging skills, knowledge
and capabilities valued in the workplace,” he said.
The CCEL model is a whole school approach with a range of experiences established for Junior and
Secondary School students at Canterbury and around the country.
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Updates • Monday 22 February 2021 • By Bishop Philip Huggins

NCCA President's reflection

Painting by Hans Heysen, 'Droving into the light' (oil on canvas, 1914-1921)

Mark 1.9-15
Sunday 21 February 2021 – First Sunday in Lent
In the succinct phrasing of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus the Beloved is baptised by John in the Jordan. He is
immediately driven by the Spirit into the wilderness where he faces temptation. He is safe, even
amidst wild beasts, the angels waiting on him.
After John’s arrest, Jesus returns to Galilee where he conveys to one and all “the good news of God.”
From then to now, we are thus invited to “repent and believe in the good news” (Mark 1.15).
The word “repent” refers to our profound change of outlook – of our attitudes, of our lives – in the
light of Christ.
We repent, including asking for forgiveness of our sins, to see more clearly what God is doing in us
and for us.
The New Testament Greek word is “metanoia”.
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As we sometimes sing, “Open the eyes of my heart Lord.”
We thus sing and pray our way through Lent, seeking to do exactly what Jesus encourages us to do:
“believe in the good news”.
That is, to welcome the love of God fully visible in Jesus, knowing that the love of God bestows on us
what we ourselves cannot create or attain.
In the love of God, we appreciate that everything we have is a gift.
The One who is the Resurrection and the Life, comes forth from the wilderness to say, “I have come
that you may have life and in abundance” (John 10.10).
The meaning of our lives is in this continuing process of conversion, towards deeper communion with
God and with one another, in time and unto all eternity.
Our Lenten disciplines amplify these realities, to give us fresh heart and enthusiasm, in resurrection
faith.
In this anxious and troubled time, I imagine we all feel drawn to now offer our Lenten discipline for
the grace and healing of all.
Believing, as we do, in the good news of God’s providence and presence, we can but offer the prayers
of our hearts.
Hans Heysen’s very vivid Australian painting evokes, don’t you think, our Lenten spiritual journey,
“droving into the light” of Christ?
In “the journey of our souls”, as we offer the prayers of our Lenten discipline, we have the
encouragement of one another.
I certainly felt that encouragement very deeply this week.
May I therefore conclude this reflection on the beginning of Lent with four ‘Stories from The Week’.
Whilst the people are very different, they all give encouragement and deeper understanding.
1. In recent years, I have been blessed by a lovely friendship with the President of the Islamic Council
of Victoria.
Over lunch this week he told me more about the loving family in which he grew up in Sri Lanka.
In terms of his generous and warm interfaith leadership, he referenced to a particularly influential
and poignant moment.
His mother taught at a Catholic School in Colombo. When Mohamed’s father died suddenly and his
body was in the home, prior to burial, the nuns from that Catholic School came to see and comfort
Mohamed’s mum. They stayed all night, sharing the vigil in loving and prayerful friendship.
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This prayerful sharing in his family’s grief and the visual beauty of their presence touched Mohamed
very deeply.
It is an experience from which he lives so generously as a leader in our multi-faith Australia.
2. We are preparing for another Day of Prayer and Fasting, led by our First Nations Christian leaders. It
will be on Saturday 27 February. In our prayerful preparatory meeting this week, one First Nations
leader spoke of a conversation with young workers from India. He asked them how they were going.
They were grateful for his interest and shared: “We miss our fathers…”
This wonderful and Godly wise leader then spoke of Australia as a nation of orphans. In gracious
manner, he spoke of the young convicts who came here from the UK; young Aboriginals of the stolen
generations; and, young refugees with absent fathers because of war and various forms of
breakdown and linked them all to these youngsters from India.
He went on to pray the Lord’s Prayer…“Our Father in Heaven…”
3. More humorously, my friend Tony is a very faithful and astute Christian lay leader. He was recently
given some old photos from an uncle’s back shed. In them, he found a faded photo of his dad and
uncle outside the Ford Dealership in Sea Lake, that small country town in the Mallee.
Tony went up to Sea Lake, along the road that leads to Ouyen and Mildura.
As his wife was taking a photo outside the still visible Ford sign, an old bloke wandered up and asked
him what his interest was.
When Tony told him, the old local told him a remarkable story about Tony’s dad:
“In one footy final, your dad kicked five goals from the half-forward flank. In the post-game
celebrations the Big Man in Town, made a very effusive speech, lauding this great achievement.
Before he had finished, your dad seized the moment and interrupted saying, “Well can you give me
two quid, so I can take Shirley to the Catholic Ball?!”
The crowd conveyed their boisterous support for this romantic proposal and the two quid was
provided. Tony’s dad took Shirley to the Ball. Love bloomed. Marriage followed – kids, too, including
Tony who was left to ponder how his existence is linked to five goals from the half-forward flank in a
game of Mallee bush footy!
4. A final story involves Sister Patricia Fox. Some of us did what we could when she was facing
oppression from the bleak current leadership of the Philippines. She was forced to leave,
notwithstanding years of costly dedicated work for vulnerable people in the Philippines. I had not met
Sister Pat, except on Zoom, when she suddenly materialised in a library where I was returning books.
Straight away her conversation was about the support we need to give particular people now also
facing oppression in the Philippines. Her passion for justice is inspirational. Today I received word of
further work she is doing on advocacy, with other South Asian civil society networks for peace and
justice, regarding the military coup in Myanmar.
Whilst she has life, you can see her drive to ensure all share in the abundance of Jesus promise.
As the poets say, the world is made up of stories!
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For me, these are stories of moments and people of grace in daily life.
Noticing and sharing such moments help us keep “droving into the light”, as believers in the good
news which Jesus proclaims in today’s Gospel.
With agape love and prayers,
Bishop Philip Huggins, NCCA President
First published on the National Council of Churches in Australia website on 21 February 2021
(slightly amended).

Features • Tuesday 16 February 2021 • By Dr Julianne Stewart

ABM and The Myanmar Council of Churches ask for
prayers for Myanmar

"‘To you these are projects, to us they are life" (Bishop of Mandalay, Image by Ivy Wang)

“I was visiting Myanmar, accompanying the Anglican Bishop of Mandalay on a trip into the hills to visit
various projects. As we were driving along, the Bishop commented, ‘To you these are projects, to us
they are life’. This comment stuck with the me, and even now, many years later, the Bishop’s words
still help me to remember that projects mean people, and can be the very stuff that gives and sustains
life.”
This story, from an ABM staff member, indicates one small part of what ABM has learned from its
partner, the Church of the Province of Myanmar, over the almost 30 years since the partnership
began. It has been a mutually productive and highly valued relationship.
Therefore, ABM, along with many others, was extremely saddened and concerned to receive the news
on 1 February of a military coup in Myanmar and the declaration of an ongoing state of emergency.
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Since then there have been campaigns of civil disobedience, popular demonstrations and disruptions
to various communications channels.
ABM has been in frequent contact with the Church in Myanmar during the past days. The Church has
repeatedly asked for our prayers.
The Myanmar Council of Churches is calling for the release of the President of Myanmar U Win Myint
and State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. It also urges a spirit of reconciliation, and for all to be
treated equally. It asks people of all faiths to pray for the peace, development, justice and hopes of all
the people of Myanmar.
Please join ABM in praying for the people of Myanmar.
A Prayer for Myanmar
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Send your Spirit, O Lord,
To the people of Myanmar,
That no matter what their ethnic background,
Their religion, their job or their status,
Calm heads may prevail
During this time of tension
And peace win the day.
Grant wisdom and insight to the leaders
That they may see the common bond
That makes us all your children
And sisters and brothers to one another.
In order that all that is done be for the common good,
We pray, Lord,
That you set the feet of all to walk the way of respectful and nonviolent dialogue,
And make the hands of all to labour towards constructive cooperation.
We pray especially for Archbishop Stephen
And the bishops and priests of the Church of the Province of Myanmar,
As they guide at this time the people you have given them.
May your Church be a blessing to the people of Myanmar.
All this we ask in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace,
Who bids us not to be afraid,
And who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, world without end. Amen.
You can read about ABM’s support of Myanmar through its Community Development Program
and Church to Church Program. These projects continue to run amidst the current
uncertainties.
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Features • Monday 22 February 2021 • By National Council of Churches in Australia
(NCCA)

Have your say now on the proposals for an 'Indigenous
Voice'

Have your say now on the proposals for an Indigenous Voice.
The proposals for an Indigenous Voice would provide a way for Indigenous Australians to provide
advice and input on matters that are important to improving their lives.
It could be made up of two parts:
•
•

Local and Regional Voices and a
National Voice.

Find out more about the proposals and have your say online, where you can also take a survey or
make a submission.
Read public submissions to the co-design process.

Background and ways to get involved
Over the past year, three Indigenous Voice Co-design groups, made up of 52 members, have been
working together co-designing options for an Indigenous Voice.
Members developed proposals for an Indigenous Voice that has two complementary parts, a National
Voice and Local and Regional Voices. They looked at how an Indigenous Voice to the Australian
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Parliament and Government might work, and how local voices can be heard and participate in
decision making in partnership with governments.
Their ideas for the National Voice and Local and Regional Voices are detailed in the Indigenous Voice
Co-design Process Interim Report, a discussion paper and a conversation guide.
The Co-design Groups now need individuals, communities and organisations to reflect on, and
provide feedback about, how they think the proposals will work for them.
You can stay up to date and also share your feedback by:
•
•
•
•
•

Subscribing via voice.niaa.gov.au. A range of resources and consultation material outlining the
proposals is also available on this site.
Providing a submission – submissions will be open until 31 March 2021.
Participating in a survey – surveys are open now and will be continuing throughout the
consultation process to early May 2021.
Joining the conversation using #IndigenousVoice on social media.
Participating in one of the community consultations held across the country.

Find out more about the proposals and have your say online. Where you can also take a survey or
make a submission
Read public submissions to the co-design process.
Join the conversation using #IndigenousVoice and stay connected on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram.

From the Heart
Make a submission by 31 March 2021.
The Government is running a co-design process to decide what a voice to Parliament will look like.
Your help is needed right now!
To make a submission go to the From the Heart website.
Your submission will show that a voice enshrined in the constitution is:
•
•
•
•

A fair go
A practical change
Supported by the Australian people
A unifying opportunity.

From the Heart is guided by the Uluru Statement from the Heart which calls for a Voice enshrined in
the Australian Constitution. This Co-Design Process is a significant opportunity to press the case for an
enshrined Voice – we must act now!
All who are inspired by the Uluru Statement are called to make a submission in support of our key
positions below.
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Submissions must be made by 31 March 2021.

Key submission points:
•
•
•

The government must honour its election commitment to a referendum once a model for the
Voice has been settled;
Enabling legislation for the Voice must be passed after a referendum has been held in the next
term of Parliament; and
The membership model for the National Voice must ensure previously unheard Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples have the same chance of being selected as established
leadership figures.

Your submission will be most effective if you support the three key positions.

Please:
•
•
•

Use your own words to make your submission – personalised submissions have much more
impact than cutting and pasting our words
In the spirit of co-design, try to make your points as constructively as possible – our goal is to
achieve the best possible outcome through this process
Focus on the Voice – we know there is significant support for other issues; however, at this
point, we must focus our efforts on the Voice.

Your submission does not have to be a long-winded document – it can be as short as three sentences.
The most important thing is that your voice is heard!
Read more about The Uluru Statement.
First published on the National Council of Churches in Australia website on 19 February 2021.

Updates • Tuesday 23 February 2021

‘New’ JobSeeker payment will plunge people into poverty
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Anglicare Australia and UnitingCare Australia have come together to condemn the Government’s
announcement on the JobSeeker payment, which has come after months of uncertainty.
“This announcement has cut the rate of JobSeeker by cutting the Coronavirus Supplement. Worse still,
the Government is trying to reframe that cut as an increase. Australians won’t buy that spin,” Anglicare
Australia Executive Director Kasy Chambers said.
“Every MP should be thinking about the message this announcement sends to their constituents who
are out of work. Some people will need years to get back on track, and now they will be pushed into
poverty indefinitely. Our research shows that many will be forced to skip meals, and others will not be
able to pay the rent.
“People out of work have been strung along for months. They were lifted out of poverty in 2020 only
to have their payments cut again and again with no certainty. Now their payments will be cut to
almost half of the poverty line. That’s not good enough.
“After plunging people back into poverty after months of uncertainty, the political process has failed
people out of work. We need an independent body to set and raise the rate of these payments.
“If the Government can’t manage these payments and look after people in need of help, then it’s time
to hand the power over to someone who will.”
UnitingCare Australia National Director Claerwen Little said that today’s announcement is a
devastating blow to individuals and families struggling to make ends meet.
“What is being presented as an increase is in fact a cut. It will mean those out of work will lose $100 a
fortnight and be pushed back into deep poverty when the Coronavirus Supplement ends in March.
“Unemployment payments need to be above the poverty line. Increasing the base rate by a mere
$3.60 a day is not enough to lift people out of poverty.
“The Government chose to lift people out of poverty when the pandemic hit and now they are
choosing to push them back into poverty and hardship, while at the same time imposing more
punitive and onerous mutual obligations.
“No one deserves to live in poverty. We need a permanent, adequate increase to JobSeeker that
actually enables people to meet their needs and live with dignity.”
See ‘Raise the Rate For Good‘ case studies online.
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Sunday Devotions • Sunday 21 February 2021 • By The Rev'd Dr Timothy Nicholson

Sunday Devotion: 28 February 2021, Second Sunday in
Lent
Can I have some chocolate now?

Main Readings: Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22.24-32; Romans 4.13-25; Mark 8.31-38 or Mark 9.2-9
[Transfiguration Gospel]
Supplementary Readings: Psalm 121; Galatians 1.11-24; Jeremiah 11.9-20; Psalm 119.49-56; Mark
14.27-52
“From you springs my praise in the great congregation” (Psalm 22.26)
As a young schoolboy I was told that Lent was a time to ‘give things up’, which usually seemed to
mean chocolate! Lent was a miserable time for me, as I liked chocolate a lot! Easter, and the filled
eggs, seemed an inordinate time away. Often Lent seems like this, we focus on psalms of lament, we
choose less exuberant hymns to sing, and we long for the bright sounds and signs of Easter. Does this
mean that joyful praise is put on hold?
Not at all. Our psalm this week reminds us that we can still give praise in the dark times. The psalm
which begins with the words that Jesus quotes on the Cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me”, goes on to affirm that God does not hide God’s face from us, as he hears us as we cry to him
(verse 25). And this, indeed, leads us to praise.
We are reminded that even in dark times and in times of waiting, God is with us and offers his
assurance of the ‘Easter’ that is to come. As we live with this hope, it is something that we can tell our
friends about as we sing our praise in ‘the great congregation’.
So, can I have some chocolate now?
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