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Rel eas ourselves from Ymi ndt

I ng

In a recent edition of the Alban Weeklyd r ead an articl e wHExlabsted?ty BMaylbent r i g
YouAre 3Mi AdbyapphpedRevAd Dr Lawrence Peers (a for me
Institute).

JLawrence Peer s r aiatthesexhaustien sp manysof us aré feeting right how may be
a result of being 3Imindtrapped,;j-relyiagopduenstmetseevenin  whi ¢ h
situations when t hose AlbandMeekly & Relsruary 2081).f ai | i ng usj (

Peers observes:
Misery loves company, the saying goes, and clergy are indeed bonding with each other through these
challenges. We commiserate, support, and resource one another the best we can. Still we feel

exhausted by the onslaught of so many challenges at once.

Our ex haustion is real, but it is only partly brought about by our external challenges. Another source
of stress is that we try to manage unfamiliar stress:é

Peers argues that we need to release ourselves from our mindt  raps. He identifies the following five:
1. We are trapped by 3simple i}
2. We are trapped by wanting to be right.

3. We are trapped by wanting everyone to  agree.
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4. We are trapped by wanting to control the  outcome.
5. The trap and seduction of the ego.

He then leaves us with four questions that might generate new energy and solutions as we imagine
stepping out of our mindtraps:

What is at stake for me at this moment in my ministry or leadership?
What is hardest about this current situation?

What is best about t his current situation?

How do | know what is true for me and my experience right now?

PbdbPE

This article appears alongside others, including one by Susan Beaumont titled, Can you trust
right n o wwtich might also be worth your following up.

Perhaps you could consider subscribing to the Alban Weekly,which seeks to offer stories of hope and
practical wisdom on how to lead congregations today.

Features ¥ TuesdrayBy Rgopmmy, 2ARrMabel | e

Luscious locks shaved for a cure

% - - ~ o . R <

Courageous and generous Year 8  students Annabelle and Sammy shaved their luscious locks for a cure
on Friday 12 March 2021, raising over $2000 each for the Leukaemia Foundation

Brave Year 8 St AndrewAs Anglican Coll ege students
foracure recently, raising over $2,000 each for the I
Wor |l dAs Greatest Shave team, Annabell e and Sammy co

more head shaving to happen at the school on Tuesday 4 May, inclu  ding of well -loved teachers.

Page 2 of 30


https://www.congregationalconsulting.org/can-you-trust-your-gut-right-now/
https://www.congregationalconsulting.org/can-you-trust-your-gut-right-now/
https://www.congregationalconsulting.org/can-you-trust-your-gut-right-now/
https://alban.org/about-alban/alban-weekly/

Sammy zYear 8, St AndrewAs Anglican Coll ege stude

4 think itAs important for young people to understa
world have to go through every day. While leukemia treatments are getting bett er, there is still a lot

that has to be done to support people, and raising awareness helps. Simply colouring or cutting your

hair or shaving your head can make a big difference to people who need awareness raised for them,

and of course the money raised ¢ an play a big part, too!

Every day teenagers and young people in general use their hair to express themselves. It might be
through colour or a stylish cut. Regardless, your hair is important to you. For you to shave it off, even
though it means so much to you, is a very brave thing to do.

Shaving off your hair shows people who have leukaemia that they are not alone. | also think it could
help make them feel mor e Ynor mal A. 4 also think it
society in general) | ove them, especially when times are very tough.

My message for people with leukaemia is to keep fighting. You are strong enough! Fight so you can
see a new day. Sending all my love.

JMy message for people with | eukaemi a emnosgh!tFightdogoe pandeé ght i n
a new day. Sending al/l my | ovej (Sammy, Year 8, St Andr e

Annabelle zYear 8, St AndrewAs Anglican Coll ege stud

| believe that it is important for young people to get behind initiatives like Shave for a Cure because it
is important to get out of your comfort zone and inspire others. Every young person should have a
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time in their life (before they are adults) where they can remember a significant achievement that
makes them proud like shaving their hair to help support and recognise the importance of blood
cancer.

Giving up my hair was very significant because being a g irl, you like to style your hair and to shave it all
off sounds a bit scary at first. The one thing that kept me persistent throughout the lead -up was the
thought that | was doing it in recognition for blood cancer and the thought that someone might be

able to use my hair for a wig made me happy.

4 am recognising the cause and supporting peopl e wi
Shave which is one of the reasons | love the program. Also, understanding the challenges they go

through and feeling that we are being brave together by shaving my head as they go through the

battle.

A message of support | would give to people living with leukaemia would be to be brave, stay positive,
persist and keep going because there are children like my frie nd Sammy and me that want to help you
in any way possible. The money we raised goes towards giving people with leukaemia the best
environment possible to keep fighting.

Features f WednesdBywMiciaelR@gers | 2021

Canon Boggo Pilot: war -time army corporal and Torres
Strait Islander missionary priest
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BoggoA Pilot in military uniform in circa 1943 in the Torres Strait (Image provided to author and published
with the permission of Canon Boggo's son, Samuel Pilot)

TorresStrait Us| anders from al |l denominations wi ||l celebra
the LightA on 1 July 2021. This is an annual holida
the landing of London Missionary Society missionaries and Mela  nesian leaders on Erub in 1871,

Page 4 of 30



bringing the Bible with them. The event had a profound impact on life across the Islands and has been
linked to the end of inter -island conflict.

Importantly, Christianity did not mean the end of traditional beliefs. Christi anity was embraced and
the light of God was welcomed into everyday lives  with local culture informing and playing a huge role
in shapingpeopl e As understanding

In terms of remembering and celebrating the arrival of Christianity to the Islands, perhaps no
individual had as great an impact as Canon Boggo Pilot from the island of Erub. While his impact on
Christianity across the Torres Strait Isl ands and North Queensland is well recorded, what is less well
known is the contribution he made to the life of parishioners in our Diocese.

Boggo Pilot shaking hands with lan Hazlewood, a fellow student at St Francis College, in October 1953

Father Boggo was born on 30 January 1921 at Erub, an island in the Torres Str ait. After attending the
Queensl and Government Training Coll ege, he enroll ed
The college was closed in early 1942 due to the war, and so in June 1942 he enlisted in the Citizen

Military Forces. Assigned to th e Torres Strait Light Infantry Battalion, he was initially promoted to

lance-corporal and then to corporal.

He married Louisa Nazareth (Babai) Mye, an assistan
Church on Erub z a union that would be blessed wi th two sons and four daughters.
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After the Second World War, Father Boggo resumed his theological studies and was made a deacon

on 13 March 1949. He was ordained a priest on 14 January 1951 while the Carpentaria curate of All

Soul sAN Quetta Memori al Cat hedr al on Thursday Usl and
worked as a missionary priest travelling throughout the Torres Strait Islands a nd Cape York Peninsula

until 1953, when he enrolled at St Francis Theological College in Brisbane for a further year of study.

During this time, he also served as an associate -cur at e at St Al banAs Church,
spoke at t hat $yeodonhisexiericocesirstizslands.

Up to 1965, Father Boggo served on a number of Torres Strait Islands, including as assistant priest -

director of the Torres Strait Mission in 1962 and priest -director the following year. In 1966, he

returned to Brisbane z this time with hisfamily zbecomi ng the assistant pries
Un the YCleveland Parish Paper A ddparishOrers forthe welctn®6 6 , F
that they had received and noted that the move was an important step:

JYit was good for us to come and gain experience fr
future ministry in the Diocese of Carpentaria,especi al Iy in the Torres Strait.}

The extra assistance Father Boggo provided to the rector (Father Peter Brewer) meant that services
could be held in areas that had been  missing regular services, such as on Russell and Macleay Islands
in Moreton Bay.

The impact that Father Boggo had on the Parish of Cleveland can best be shown through the reaction

to his leaving for the Parish of Camp Hill in early 1969. At the farewellc el ebr ati on, St Pau
Jpacked to its seamsj with pa/ rThe€huiclhhCGhmmickin Aphl1969,i but e,
noted 3his ready, happy smile and Christian attitud
described him as 3a man warare ¢ommsodity to edahinthisaouerlyt modem h

way of | ife.}j The art iteRenamaCathalic priestt Fatker McKigley,whoenotesd o
that Father Boggo was a man of great J3moral <courage
parishioners of Cleveland. Father McKinley also noted that Father Boggo had an infectious happiness

and that it was a privilege to share the pastoral ministry for the area with him.

One of the gifts from the parishioners of Thornlands was a grinder and polishing wheel/machine,
which Father Boggo used to ma ke table lamps from Bailer and Trochus shells.

Father Boggo promoted Island culture at Cleveland through traditional cooking and dances. His son,

Samuel, noted that his father had a regular stall at the Cleveland Church Fete. He remembers his

father promot ing Sop-Sop, a traditional Torres Strait Islander recipe consisting of banana, sweet

potat o, pumpkin and other vegetables cooked in coco
Tum Tumj . Samuel Pil ot also remember s [diiosall$laadeh er an
dancing at Victoria Point to an appreciative audience.

In July 1969, the Camp Hill Parish celebrated the 98th Anniversary (attended by Bishop John Hudson
and over 400 parishioners), which appears to have been the first official local celebration conducted
by Father Boggo for The Coming of the Light (although h e likely promoted this event in our Diocese
through other means that have not been officially documented). In 1971 Father Boggo attended the
100th Anniversary celebrations in the Torres Strait (along with Archbishop Felix Arnott), where he
shared that it w as his great-grandfather (Dabad, a tribal elder) who first welcomed the missionaries
100 years prior to Erub.
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After he left Camp Hill in 1973, where 230 people attended his  farewell service (the largest

congregation that had attended the church for a long time), he and his family moved to Townsville,

where he took up the position of priest and director of the newly -formed Torres Strait Island Ministry
(TSIM) in Townsville. The establishment of the ministry had a great influence on the pastoral planning

and work of the Diocese, and the intention was to minister to people without being restricted to a
geographical area. The following year he became an Honorary Canon of StJames A Cat hedr al
Townsville.

Alongside Christianity, Canon Boggo also promoted the cultural needs of his fellow Torres Strait
Islanders. Believing that their cultural heritage should be preserved, his first initiative was the
production of a Torres Strait Island Hymn Book in 1975. Canon Boggo gathered about 500 hymns

from both the eastern and western Island g roups, and not only produced the text of these hymns, but
spent countless hours reading the proofs. One thousand copies of the hymn book were produced in
Townsville, and it was widely distributed, both in North Queensland and in the Torres Strait Islands.
The Hymn Book is still an excellent record of all current hymns used in the Torres Strait and is a

testimony to Canon BoggoAs commitment to preserving

Father Boggo also showed an interest in other community projects and cared for his people, both in
Townsville General Hospital and at the Stuart Creek Prison, where he conducted regular services on
alternate Mondays. He often visited Cairns a nd Mackay in North Queensland, ministering to people,
especially on bereavement occasions.

On Canon BoggoAs passing in 1981, over 650 people
Townsville. Un the YClevel and P dathesAtan Gatepnetedthat t he r
Canon Boggo had a warm and pastoral heart, and that Canon Boggo had told him that his days in

Cleveland were the happiest in his ministry.

His funeral eulogy noted that his focus was not just on parish responsibilities, and th at he was often
consulted on wide a range of issues 7 especially in terms of the future of the Torres Strait Islanders.
His work with the Community Relations Consultative Body in Queensland, as well as his attendance at
the 1980 World Council of Churches m eeting in Amsterdam (where his awareness was enhanced, with
the assistance of African delegates of the World Council, of the increasing racism and discrimination
confronting society), no doubt galvanised him to further advocate in this space.

A year after the funeral, Canon BoggoAs ashes were

Townsville,andin1999 his wife Loui saAs ashes were interred

In the late 1980s, the Anglican Diocese of North Queensland established the Canon Boggo Pilot House

a
e

on Thursday Usl and to promote the Usl|l andgoungBoysclnm|l t ur

the late 1990s the land and building were purchased by Aboriginal Hostels Ltd, with the old house
demolished for a new hostel that was completed in 1999. The owners, with the encouragement of
Canon BoggoAs son Samu e | revioksdylding. The €anaonsBoggo Rildt Hostdél is p
currently used as a student hostel for secondary students.

At his funeral, Archbishop John Grindrod summed up the life and work of Canon Boggo Pilot in the
following words:

JThe cl ergy and eperpesgslow deepest ympatkylatthe death of Father Boggo

Pil ot YWe give thanks for a priest of his own peopl e
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ministry in this DioceseYWe give assurance hafChrstur p
who is the Light may grant |1 ife Everl asting¥Yj

Canon Boggo Pilot continues to be remembered today for his courage, brilliance, missionary zeal,
pastoral heart, joyful spirit, vision, work ethic and commi t ment to preserving h

Aut h or A slsincerelyeappreciate the valuable contributions of the Pilot family, particularly son
Samuel and daughter Jenny who both currently reside in Brisbane, in the writing of this feature. | am
also indebted to Anne Watkins (Archivist, Diocese of North Queensland) for additional information
about and photos of Canon Boggo Pilot and his life  z in particular, the panegyric sermon delivered by
Bishop John Lewis at the funeral service (parts of which | have used in writing this feature).

Edi t or ABleasecdansder making a donation to support The Coming of The Light festivities.

Donations will help cover major costs, including flights and accommodation for almost 200 artists

from the Torres Strait who are travelling to Brisbane. Donations may be re mitted to the Torres Strait
Islander Anglican Non -Geographical Parish ANFIN Account: BSB # 704901 and Account # 00004190,
referencing "YDonationA and your surname or sent by
to PO Box 1220, Fortitude Valley QLD 4006. Please contact Rodney Wolff on 07 3852 1635 or

via priest@trinityvalley.org.au if you have any questions re donations.

Spotlight Q&A ¥ Thuwr sBayKdr Aprkildarded

Q&A with Education and Care Services Support Officer,
former teacher and avid reader and traveller, Kerry
Frances

Education and Care Services Support Officer Kerry Frances in her Anglican Schools Commission office in
Church House in March 2021
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Kerry Frances is a much-loved member of the Anglican Schools Commission team, based in Church

House on the Cathedral Precinct. She is known and respected for her generous spirit, kindness,

dedication and knowledge. She is a former secondary teacher who is passio  nate about serving the
families and staff members of our DioceseAs Educat.i

How long have you been involved in the Anglican Church Southern Queensland and in what
roles?

| was originally employed as an Executive Assistant five and a half years ago, but my role soon became
dedicated to supporting our Anglican Education and Care Services or ECS (long day care centres,
kindergartens, preschools and outside school hours care).

What is your current role and what does your role involve?

As Education and Care Services Support Officer, | provide support to and on behalf of the Approved
Provider (the Diocese) in areas of compliance with legislation and quality improvement of our ECS to
ensure quality care of children in the early years.

What projects and activit  ies are you currently working on?

Anglican ECS are the first experience many families have with the Anglican Church and | am currently

working with Vanessa Gamack in the Anglican Schools Commission (ASC) to ensure inclusion of
Anglican values and ethosin t he early yearsA syllabus in | ine witt
national curriculum. Services currently including this in their practices have seen excellent

engagement by children and greater interest and involvement of families, and we hope thi s will

extend to the wider community.

What has been the highlight of your role so far?

The opportunity to work with Dr Kerry Howells from the University of Tasmania on a gratitude
program, which involved educational leaders, was a wonderful experience. It was very gratifying to
see and experience the positive effect this practice had on the participants in their daily work life.

What have been the key challenges of your role so far and how have you worked through
these?

When | first started with the ASC, | knew nothing about early childhood, having been a secondary
teacher. | had to hit the ground running and put strategies in place to quickly and effectively learn
about relevant legislation and policies so | can best serve our children, serv  ices and the Diocesan
community.

What are your plans and goals for the next 12 months?
To continue laying the groundwork for a well  -structured and well -supported group of services. Since
commencing in this role, | have built strong relationships with the Directors and Coordinators of our

services, and | plan to continue building rapport and trust in order to assist them to further develop
and improve their services.
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Can you tell us a little about your personal faith journey?

As a child | attended Sunday Sc hool at the local Methodist (now Uniting) Church. My mother was

Met hodi st and attended church and my father was Chu
faith journey. | think the lessons from Sunday School and then youth group helped me to consider the

type of person | wanted to be and | have tried to live by those lessons throughout my life.

What is your favourite scripture and why?
g | ®©he FEruitddof the Spirit A : | ove, j oy, peace, patience, kindnes

and self-control. | only heard about these recently from Vanessa and they work so beautifully with the
Early Years Learning Framework, so | am very excited to incorporate these into our future work.

What person of faith inspires you the most and why?

My mother was an amazing woman. She could cook anything, sew anything, knit and crochet
beautifully, was active on school and sport committees, coordinated very su ccessful fundraising
activities, and most of all was a lovely and kind human being and an incredible mother. She only ever
wanted to be a mother, and she was a cherished mother to myself and my brother and two sisters,
teaching us very important values of love, respect and kindness.

What are the primary strengths of the Church and what is the best way to make the most of
these for the benefit of our communities?

| think the primary strengths of the Anglican Church are inclusion and acceptance. These are values
we teach and support in early childhood, which will help to make the world a much better and kinder
place for all to live, regardless of religion, gender, sexual orientation, social status or cultural
background.

What is the best piece of advice you have ever received and who ga ve you this advice?

A friend once told me never to react to anything straight away, but to take time to consider a response

Zt hat has been very good advice. U also |l ove the wi
traditions attribute to King Solo  mon.

What do you do in your free time to recharge and relax?

I love to read a good book or go for a walk at the beach or in nature. | recently moved house and put a
small bird bath in the front garden, and | love to watch all the local birds enjoying it!

What book have you given away most as a gift and why?
| recently gave a copy of Dark Emuto each of my siblings as we never received truthful, factual
education about AustraliaAs col oni al hi stoouy and th

schooling. U4 think itAs very important to understan
and our people have arrived at our current state, so we can start an authentic Reconciliation journey.
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What As your best childhood memory?

Playing in the awesome cubby house my dad built out of discarded pallets, and riding my pushbike (a
cherry red dragster) around the neighbourhood with my friends to all hours of the day. | had a
wonderfully happy childhood with lots of freedom.

If you are having a bad day, what do you do to cheer yourself up?

A glass of wine always helps at the end of a bad day! Seriously though, gratitude for all my blessings is
something | tr y to do, and it reminds me how lucky | am.

What makes you nostalgic and why?
Sitting around a campfire. My parents owned some bush property in South Australia where my
brother could ride his moto -cross bike, and we used to go there as a family and with our  friends, sit

around the campfire in the dark and quiet of the bush, and have a wonderful time yarning and
enjoying each otherAs company.

Where is your favourite place to travel to?
| fulfilled a life -long dream in 2017 to travel to Italy, and it was one  thousand per cent better than | had

ever expected. The history and culture were so different to our own Z it was amazing, stunningly
beautiful, and something | will never forget.

News ¥ Thursdayr 1IByApRhill i20p2el Coquer and

Audrey, 85, and her dog Pedro live an hour outside of
Longreach

A& 3
Audrey, 85, with her companion, a six -year -old daschund named Pedro at their property, one hour
outside of Longreach in August 2020 (Photo courtesy of Anglicare Southern Queensland)
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Every week Audrey receives a visit from an Anglicare Southern Queensland Home Care Worker to
assist with the cleaning, vacuuming and dusting of her Rosabel property, less than an h our outside of
Longreach.

The 85-year-ol d woman, who | ives in what Anglicare staff
with her six -year-old dachshund named Pedro, is independent with a zest for life, and maintains her
15,782ha (39,000 acres) proper t y, which she admits is J3smallerij th

With six dams, seven chooks, a trusty companion and some cattle used for agistment, Audrey is
constantly on the go with her usual morning routine of a quick cuppa before running the daily

errand s.

JThe other day Pedro and U were feeding the chooks
house when 9 got on my quad bi ke and drove home, no

34 quickly drove back and ftoruyidn @ etda ok evap thprwil ti m gm
Audrey says where -ever she goes so, too, does Pedro.
JHe thinks he is the boss around the place,}j she <c¢ch

For Audrey. who grew up on her familyAs property in
has been filled with wonderful memories and some hardships.

3JU4 did primary correspondence school at home and th
Girls Grammar until Year 9, when U came back to wor

3 T h e dfiMe®veere quite challenging. | can remember when my brothers and | were in boarding
school and we were stuck in Longreach for six weeks due to the flood; there was no way we could
cross, so we stayed home and hel ped out our parents

A u d r eareits were both very hard workers and they owned thousands of sheep, 300 -500 cattle,
lots of horses, chooks and working dogs.

While Audrey was in her teens, she met the boy next door whom she would later fall in love with and
marry at the age of 22.

3 Mparents and his parents knew each other, and we used to go for lunch and dinner from time to
time,} she said.

Together they had two daughters and two sons who live all around Queensland.

PeterA As father owned the Rosabel p eyavpre matrigd, vehichdwasA u d r e
67km down the Arrilalah river road from Longreach.

JPeter was bor nzUamwd sbrtehce Ige ird next door , so weAr e ©
Queensland Endurance Riders Association newsletter in 1987.

3 We used 00dollHereford$ &d no sheep but had to sell most of the cattle in the 1983
drought . j
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In 1985 to 1987 Audrey completed one of the most famous endurance rides called The Australian
StockmanAs Hall of Fame which st art ewbkringmorehiam26lo n and
miles (402km) in just under two days.

Audrey completed this challenge three times and said it was one of her biggest accomplishments.

JBefore the 1985 ride U tried to train myselzfvent t oo,
jogging and even used an exercise bike. Last year (¢
reported as saying in the Queensland Endurance Riders Association newsletter in 1987.

Brown was only ridden twice in the dark before his first attempt at the Hall of Fame.

JYU used my touch a bit zintdrfaréd withdig migiht visidn. He spooispaetiingsh i m
in the moonlight but travels well at night without

To Audrey it wasnAt about winni ngpldingéhemce.ce, but ins

When asked by a concerned bystander at one of the intermediate checkpoints in all seriousness:

JCanAt your horse go any faster?j Audrey was report
both 250 miles (402km) rides accordingtoth e Austr al i an Endurance Riders
compl ete is to win.:;

When Peter passed away, AudreyAs children built her

JUAve been very lucky to be in good Msalmyh sdmd otwh a ty
move without him and whenever | go to town for appointments, he looks incredibly sad when | have
to |l eave. Sometimes he comes with me, but other tim

JUt As nice to be i ndep torsti kerable tado thostthingsmat my age.yl hateu ¢ k y
great neighbours and U9 think | ife is pretty good. j

Audrey has been receiving support from Anglicare Southern Queensland for the past 10 years, once a
week weather permitting, where a home care worker wi |l come and help assist Audrey with cleaning
and basic tasks.

JU4 canAt be more grateful and thankful enough each
JThere are a |l ot of |l ovely |l adies who have hetlepde.d m

Once all the work has been done around the house, Audrey enjoys pottering around in the garden,
reading books and watching television.

This year, Audrey celebrated her 85th birthday alongside Pedro at her home. Audrey has four
children, five grandchildren and one sister who lives in Brisbane. Her three older brothers have since
passed away.

Audrey recently starred i n AhMositc aRreemost en eGaa rcea nvpoari kgent
currently being screened on SBS On Demandin cinemas, on YouTube and on social media. You can
view the new video campaign_here.

Page 13 of 30


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmPPgWBdDbE

First published on the  Anglicare Southern Queensland website on 30 March 2021.

News ¥ Monday 29 March 2021

Dedicated staff member lovingly crafts new cross

¥
St Margaret's Facilities staff member George Mogilski and Chaplain The Rev'd Susan Crothers -Robertson

with the school's new processional cross in St Margaret's Chapel in March 2021

When St MargaretAs Anglican Girl s Sodlwoasdthdyeaalledenaneed
long -serving staff member to craft the symbolic cross.

George Mogil ski has worked at St MargaretAs for 25
many an item for the school, including musical sets, signage andeventh e di ving bl ocks af
former swimming pool.

Mr Mogilski said that he felt honoured to create the cross for the Sisters, especially given the close
relationship he has built with them over the last two and a half decades.

JHavi ng wor k edforaamanylyears,st was a highlight to be asked to make something of
such significance which wil/ be used at assemblies
Mogilski.

JU4 am very close with Sisters EunnitheieretirelBemtrvilageavhemh d Gi
can, so it means a | ot to me to have crafted this ¢

The new processional cross is modelled on the cross of the Sisters of the Society of the Sacred Advent,
who founded Si26yWasagar et A
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The school already possesses an exquisite brass cross which is used in the school chapel but, to
preserve this piece, Mr Mogilski was asked to create a second cross which could be used for services
held in the new Philip Harris gym.

The three -dimensional timber cross is a simplified version of the original design and features the

l etters YS O A DA inscribed on the tips of the cros
The smaller circle carries the Greek letters Chi (X) an d Rho (P), the initial letters of Christ, and it is

thought the berries at the end of the X possibly represent holly for Advent.

While the design of the SistersA cross is steeped i
Mogilski used a combination of modern digital laser technology and traditional carpentry techniques
to create the finished product.

St Mar gaapltaNisn Clhh e Re v A dRob8risan avifi bleSsrthee troise in Berm 2 and is
looking forward to seeing it in use.

3JThe rich symbolism of the cross means a | ot to our
School and that we kheeRE€EWAdDdsFusaent sadd; T

JThe cross is beautifully crafted and U had tears i
made.
JWe are |l ooking forward to blessing the cross, but

community can appreciate wha t Mr Mogilski has lovingly crafted.

Films & TV ¥ WednesdayBy3 1) oMaartchha n2 0S2alr ge a n't

The Grizzlies

” ” ”
¢ WINNERY, ¢ HFF e Y ¢ WINNER %
ACHEVEVENT W A FEATURE P ) o film festival” ¥, BEST NARSATIVE FEATLSRE
:flﬂ mnscronseuu_o Ag ﬁh OFFICIAL SELECTION "-&\\:' “%APAWL%Q@(%%I \‘::

0
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Can a film about an underdog sports team from the middle of nowhere transcend a familiar trajectory?
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Russ Sheppard (Ben Schnetzer) is a fresh -faced teacher, arriving in the small Arctic town of Kugluktuk

to take what he expects will be a temporary post a t the local school. This stint in an impoverished

place is a stepping stone which Russ expects will lead to a position at a much more prestigious

coll ege. But it isnAt | ong before conditions in the
world, become clear.

Students are disengaged, many barely showing up to classes. Eventually, Russ banks on sports as an
answer, introducing the young students to lacrosse. Unsuccessful at first, he gradually wins over some
key teens as players and administra tors. Adam (Ricky Marty -Pahtaykan) and Zach (Paul Nutarariaq),
along with Miranda (Emerald MacDonald), each make small steps out of their troubled circumstances.
But can it last? You may or may not be able to guess the remaining beats in the film, but the sincerity
brought by these mostly first -time actors, adept at lighter moments and serious events is beyond
infectious.

The Grizzliesis a wonderful balancing act. First -time director Canadian Miranda de Pencier has created

a film that straddles two worlds  successfully. On the one hand this is a story that pulls no punches in

depicting the ongoing aftermath of colonialism and cultural imperialism, waves of trauma that infect

every aspect of this communityAs exi s toeslyenthraceOaveryt h e
trope in the underdog sports film playbook, wearing its heart on its sleeve to elevate the many moving

aspects of this true -life story somehow without sentimentality.

The path of the story might feel familiar, but the setting and chara cters are new. In that respect it

makes a wonder ful introduction to |ife in the far n
character is a nice balance, too, bringing both the innocent naivete of a new teacher and a world -

weary frustration with th e systemic nature of the problems the teenagers, and in fact everyone, in the

town are facing.

The performances director de Pencier has enabled from the cast are terrific, especially considering
filmmaking was a new experience for many of them. Back inthe  1960s, directors like Pasolini received
pl audits for us iThe@rizdli€édo ucnads tacappesa\r.s t o be as experi

film. Yet this is a very embedded style of filmmaking: as the  Internet Movie Database says, JA pai
mentorship program invited Inuit actors, crew, musicians and other creative collaborators to
participate, and in the end, more than 91 percent of the cast and more than 33 percent of the cre w

were Unuit or Undigenous.} This adds a di scer¥nfly-bl e
out performers could not achieve.

To be honest, as an educator, gAm a sucker for stor
teachers and the educative process. That adds to an occasional cynicism at other school  -based

movies, with stories oftensowell -wor n as to be worn out. But Russ Sh
teaching AND learning, in that he is taught by the First Nations  people he is expected to teach. He is

not the White Saviour here. Ut As no spoiler to note

the redemption of the whole community.

I was won over. | think you will be, too, by the authentic tale of these yo = ung people inspired that
darkness would not be their final destination. As the credits roll and you see images of the real -life
equivalents of each of the cast members and their on  -going life situations, the transcendent uplift is
palpable. Go Grizzlies!
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https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6365796/trivia?item=tr5279703

The Grizzlies, rated M and directed by Miranda de Pencier. Thank you to Reading Cinemas in
Newmarket for providing angl i c a rilmfeviewardofhathan Sargeant with a
complimentary ticket.
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Cultivating a greater sense of belonging

A South Sudanese and Sudanese Council meeting with Bishop Cameron, Bishop Daniel Abot and clergy

from both established and new ethnic congregations participating on 6 Febr
Toowoomba

The position as Resource Church Specialist for our
so exciting for me. | commenced in the role earlier this year and | look forward to making a difference

in many possible ways in the | ife and community of

of diverse backgrounds. | know that the task will be both challenging and rewarding, and so | will rely
on God and wise counsel fromt hose with experience to achieve all | am able.

The first and most important task was to work with the Executive Director of the Parishes and other
Mission Agencies Commission Stephen Harrison to set some goals and scope in order to give
direction for the | aunch of the project. It seemed to me that the key was to be clear, concise and
practical, so | set the following three simple staging points:

1. Listen: to peopleAs needs to promote a greater s
2. Plan: for mutually beneficial interactions.
3. Do: develop effective approaches and implement these, one step at a time.

It has also been important to identify the components to make things happen and to have a number

of ready -to-go projects and activities. Some examples of theseinclude t he mont hl y Mangws | e
Languages in ChristA; a number of ongoing meetings with clerg
speaking opportunities. Stiltoc o mmence, but wel | advanced in planni

Page 17 of 30


https://www.faithfulandeffective.com/healthy-churches/ethnic-congregations/
https://www.faithfulandeffective.com/healthy-churches/ethnic-congregations/

where small numbers of people from each congregation will get together to tell their stories and
share their journey as Christians.

With these in place, my time has been filled with personal ~ meetings with parish and ethnic
congregation leaders involving discussions about how their unique community can be supported as
they continue to enrich the wider Diocese. Sunday visits to different parishes are already happening
or planned, as well as meet ings with ethnic groups, Resource Church leaders and Regional Bishops.

As part of my Resource Church activity there are many, many personal interactions with parish

leaders and parishioners who call asking for help with practical matters, prayer and genera | support.
As an example (for there are many), a senior member of the Sudanese community recently died after

a long illness. He had few family members here in Australia and so the community reached out to me

to help with the funeral service and provide adv ice. Calls for prayers for the sick and those far away
are often requested and it is my privilege to be there for those in need. | am so happy to be an
instrument of grace in a rich project -based role for the Anglican Church Southern Queensland so | can
hel p to build GodAs kingdom.

If I had to pick one thing that has been a specific highlight of my new role so far, it is without a doubt
the warm way that my calls and visits have been received from all sectors. | was really wondering how

people would respond. What a joy to find that my

to deliver some measure of t heir expectations. As an example, | might relate the conversations |
continue to have with The RevAd Avri el Green at

ne

St

forward to bringing the parishAs diver se coutlgtheg gat i

share as Christians.

Key to all this is that | have been greatly helped by clergy and community leaders through their advice

and wise counci l identifying specific needs. The su
from Resource ChurchSt Bar t As, Toowoomba has been particularly
with office space and staff to help to get materials produced and circulated.

I know full well that we are just beginning the project and challenges will come, but the positive

response so far has encouraged me enormously.

| encourage all ethnic congregation leaders and parishioners, as well as other church leaders,

to get in touch with me via: daniel.abot@anglicanchurchsg.org.au

Editor As not e: Find out more about tfhitbful + efféecive o f Re

website .
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West Papuans: the right to freedom
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Peter Arndt gifting a cross to The Rev'd Dr Benny Giay, Moderator, KINGMI Church of Papua, January
2015 (image courtesy of Pasifika)

On 17 November last year, a friend of mine, Wensi Fatubun, was one of dozens of people arrested by
Indonesian police in the city of Merauke in West Papua simply for attending a meeting organised by

the Papuan PeopleAs Assembly. Wensi wor ks Drganisetl & e
meeting to evaluate a program intended to i mpr-ove
year funding program initiated in 2001 by the Indonesian Government ostensibly to improve living

standards of Papuans).

Wensi and others were detai ned and interrogated for many hours. Their mobile phones and laptops
were confiscated and searched. Over a day later, they were finally released and their property
returned to them.

This is commonplace in West Papua. It has been happening since Indonesian  security forces set foot
on Papuan soil back in the 1960s z along with much, much worse.

West Papua was occupied by the Dutch in the 19th Century. The Indonesian Republic came into being
when the Dutch relinquished control over the islands to the west of w hat we know as West Papua, but
they retained control over the western half of the island of New Guinea. They were preparing it for
independence. However, the then Indonesian President, Sukarno, was keen to have the remaining

Dutch territory as part of his  Republic and the United States keen to ensure that Indonesia stayed in

its camp in the Cold War era, forged a deal which saw the territory handed over to Indonesia with the
proviso that all adult Papuans got the chance to vote in a referendum on Indonesian sovereignty over
their land.
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The arrival of Indonesian troops in 1963 began an unrelenting period of violence and intimidation. It
aimed to keep a lid on Papuan efforts to advocate for independence. A referendum on integration

into the Republic of Indones ian was held in 1969, but only 1,026 hand -picked Papuans, subjected to
weeks of intimidation and threats, were assembled to vote in eight assemblies in various cities. The
result was predictable, with Indonesia maintaining sovereignty over West Papuan land . And, even
though the United Nations gave its stamp of approval to this shonky outcome, Papuans continued to
resist Indonesian occupation. They have paid a high price for their resistance with thousands being
killed in the following 50 years. Credible rep orts over the years attest to some of the most horrific
massacres perpetrated by Indonesian security forces.

From those early days until now, many Indonesian authorities would speak of Papuans disparagingly.

Many have spoken of ne e s Thisgeeplyangrdimed racisin was enjsho®R ap u a n
August 2019 when Indonesian extremists surrounded a dormitory in the Javanese city of Surabaya

where Papuan students were |iving, abusing them and
them to go back t o Papua. Police arrived at the scene, but they backed the extremists rather than

protecting the Papuan students. The incident led to a wave of anti  -racism demonstrations in cities

across West Papua. Dozens were killed and there was much property destructio  n. University students

who led the demonstrations were targeted for arrest and friends who provided legal support told me

that the students were tortured for several days before they had access to legal support. Almost all

were convicted of offences from i ncitement to property destruction and jailed for up to six months.

The police used the unrest as a cover for a sweeping operation to find and detain leading figures in

the nonviolent political movements pushing for self ~ -determination. That led to the arres t of seven key
Papuan political figures who were subsequently flown to Balikpapan in East Kalimantan where they

were tried on trumped -up charges connecting them to the demonstrations and destruction. Of

course, they were convicted and received sentences of less than a year, much less than what the
prosecution recommended. Ut As believed that the sig
rights groups forced this outcome.

Political and civil rights like freedom of expression and assembly are routine ly ignored by Indonesian

security forces in West Papua. When Papuans came out in their thousands in 2015 and 2016 to

support the United Liberation Movement for West Papua (ULMWP) and its push for support for

recognition by Pacific countries, Indonesian aut horities broke up the demonstrations, arrested large

numbers of people and beat and tortured them. In 2020, authorities again broke up demonstrations

rejecting Special Autonomy in several cities and arrested demonstrators (it was apparent to Papuans

thatthe program had failed in its objectives to raise
fundamental issue at the heart of the conflict in West Papua). The Indonesian Government intends to

renew the failed Special Autonomy funding program, and in asso  ciation with this to add a further

province in the Papuan region.

In the Highlands, where many of the armed resistance operate, military and police numbers have

increased dramatically since the killing of several Indonesian construction workers, whom the

resi stance c¢claims were members of Undonesi aFaguami | i t ¢
Highway in December 2018. Civilians have subsequently been killed by Indonesian soldiers conducting

sweeping operations. Included in their number are several Prot  estant and Catholic clergy and church

workers. The sweeping operations and civilian killings generate great fear among villagers. Due to the

killings and property destruction at the hands of Indonesian soldiers, thousands have fled to the

forests for safet y, but many have suffered from deprivation and iliness or even died as a result.
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Papuan church leaders have spoken out about their concerns since. Protestant and Catholic leaders
associated with the West Papua Council of Churches have issued public stateme  nts expressing
concern about the militarisation of West Papua and the failure of Special Autonomy. Over 50 Catholic
priests also issued two public statements expressing concerns about Indonesian racism towards
Papuans and about the failure of Special Auton omy. All of these church leaders have been subjected
to pressure, threats and intimidation from authorities and even from Indonesians from within their

own churches because of their public statements.

So, despite many Australians not knowing it, there has  been a long -running conflict on our doorstep.
Much blood has been shed in the past six decades and the fundamental political, civil, social,

economic and cultural rights of the Indigenous peoples of West Papua have been routinely violated by
Indonesian sec urity forces and authorities. Overwhelmingly, Papuans clearly do not want to be
Indonesians, both because they do not want to be subjected to the marginalisation and humiliation

which accompanies the widespread racism practised by many Indonesian authoriti es and civilians and
because they want to be free Papuans in the land which has been theirs since the beginning.

The Indonesian Government continues to use a security approach to deal with the conflict. It has been
spectacularly unsuccessful! Papuans conti nue to resist occupation despite the massive imbalance of
power. In my view, Papuan resistance is powered by an indefatigable belief in their right to be free in
their lands. That belief is God -given.

In my six visits to West Papua since 2015, | have certa inly sensed the fear that naturally comes when
acts of unbelievable brutality are perpetrated against the West Papuan community. To see your
teenage children gunned down in cold blood by Indonesian soldiers, as happened to the people in
Paniai District on 8 December 2014, does that to you. However, | have also seen and experienced the
indomitable hope for freedom and justice welling up in the hearts of Papuans when | have spent time
with them.

U donAt think itAs an accidenti & htahhe tMcer rsiymg o3theaorf .

Mo r n i n gshiSes the light of hope on all who believe in him, as he stirs the hope of freedom in the
hearts of West Papuans and gives them the courage to resist the might and power of Indonesian
occupation. UtAs a resilience that is amazing to

There are three things you can do to help the people of West Papua:

1. Pray for the people of West Papua, especially those who continue to be displaced due to
ongoing Indonesian military activity.

2. Stay informed about developments in West Papua by visiting the  International Coalition for
Papua website , which is largely comprised of faith -based organisations

3. Contact your Federal elected representative and ask them to advocate for a United Nations
Human Rights Mission to West Papua.
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Harmony Day: celebrating with courage
) ‘ 2 )

Anglicare Southern Queensland's Claire Uwimana celebrating‘ﬁarmony Day with Louise, Pat and a
dedicated volunteer at St Martin's Aged Care Home in Taigum on 21 March 2021

Harmony Day is a celebration of cultural diversity and belonging. More importantly, it is a reminder

that people of all cultures, religions and ethnicities should be valued and ¢ elebrated z and not just on
this day. Respect and understanding are vital to taking the steps towards valuing and celebrating

diverse peoples.

Connections are the very fabric of daily human life. | think COVID -19 has emphasised the
interconnectedness of th e world we live in! We have so many opportunities to interact with each other
in so many ways more than ever now. Genuine connection is when individuals feel seen, heard and
valued. This kind of connection takes courage . The courage to put aside ourselves, and our pre -
conceptions, prejudices, superstitions, presumptions, hasty judgments and the familiar stereotypes

we might cling to because they are comfortable and easy.

We need to have the courage to put aside z if even just for a short while z our priorities and day -to-
day routines to fittingly mark special days like Harmony Day. Harmony Day is an uplifting day,

reminding us of the vibrant multicultural communities in which we live. To celebrate, we come

together to create a feeling of community, to share in our belonging and to ensure the people
surrounding us feel included and valued.

Harmony Day gives us an opportunity to embrace our curiosity and connect with others who may
have a culture, language or religion wh ich is different to our own. This is actually a simple task.

t is important that we celebrate our achievements
Bel ongsA. But it is just as vital that on days |i ke
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associated prejudices, for example against people seeking asylum and against people of other faiths
and linguistic backgrounds, still exist in Australia and consider how we can address these.

Anti-Asian attacks and hate crimes have been on the rise worldwide.  The Black Lives Matter
movement has arisen in the United States and here in Australia following the deaths of African
Americans and our own First Nations peoples in custody.

Amidst the racism we have also seen the birth of a kindness pandemic right here in Australia, with
people from all walks of life working together to prevent the spread of COVID -19 and to support those
most vulnerable to the virus.

Please let us be inspired and proactive, as it is up to all of us to fight against racism and create safe

communities for everyone. We have a moral responsibility to continue to create a culture where
diversity is celebrated and to commit to continuous
human rights principles into practices.

Let us recognise th at we are all connected and that it is through our diversity and our shared values of
courage, compassion and a fair -go for all that make us Australians.

Reflections ¥ TuesdBy Bi dApopl JeO@rhmy Greaves

Hallelujah anyway!

Bishop Jeremy Greaves masked -up to greet Easter Day worshippers at The Parish of Freshwater on
Sunday 4 April 2021

Best:sel |l i ng author Anne L amd®edisobwering@Meicy A botorku cslu brhe t | rmas
because of its title. Referencing Candi StatonAs gr
listened to on YouTube ) L amot t Jelujahtleasin spité of & dll, there is love, there is singing,

natur e, | aughing, mer cy. i
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