
Do you have any questions from last week? 

Recap 

Last week, as we explored JESUS’ LIFE, we saw… 
• The three main sources of information about Jesus. 
• The authority of Jesus demonstrated in the way that he called 

people, taught, forgave, healed, and raised people from the dead. 

Jesus Came to Teach 
Whilst it was not Jesus’ only purpose to come and teach, teaching 
was central to Jesus’ life and ministry.  

Read Mark 1:35-39 

Throughout the Gospels, we read of Jesus teaching about: 

• The problem of sin and evil 
• False righteousness, hypocrisy, and judging others 
• Marriage, sex, and relationships 
• Money and the use of resources 
• Work, rest, and play 
• How to pray and relate to God 
• The need to love and follow God 
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Jesus’ teaching had authority, not only because of the content of 
what he taught, but by the way that his life demonstrated his 
teaching. Jesus prioritised teaching both publicly and privately to 
the disciples (as recorded in the Gospels). 

However, at the heart of Jesus’ teaching, was the ‘Gospel’. 

What is the Gospel 
Whilst we refer to the four biographies of Jesus in the New 
Testament as ‘gospels’ (i.e., Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), the 
word gospel simply means ‘good news’. In the ancient world, not 
only were ‘gospels’ - as a particular type/genre of writing - written 
about particular leaders from time-to-time, but leaders when making 
an announcement (such as a peace treaty) would announce it as 
‘good news’. Jesus, however, taught radically that not only was his 
Good News the greatest of all, but that this Good News centres on 
him and God’s Kingdom.  

In fact, you will remember from last week, that that’s precisely how 
Mark’s Gospel begins! 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. (Mark 1:1) 

Jesus pronounces from the beginning of his ministry, that not only 
was there good news of a coming Kingdom, but that the time of 
that Kingdom’s arrival had begun.  

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.” (Mark 1:15) 
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Jesus and the Gospel 

A Long-Awaited King for a Long-Awaited Kingdom 

Taking a step back, it’s important to understand that God’s people 
in the Old Testament had long waited for someone who would rule 
with justice and save them.  

Many Jews in Jesus’ time believed that God would send a mighty 
king to overturn the rulers of the day, and once again establish a 
reign that would reflect the priorities and purposes of God. The 
amazing news is that not only would that king be God himself, but 
that this king would be enthroned on a cross (more on Jesus dying 
next week). Jesus is both the messenger and the Good News! 

Jesus is that King 

Whilst we’ve already witnessed the phenomenal authority of Jesus, 
it’s also important to note that much of Jesus’ teaching centred on 
himself. On different occasions, Jesus described himself as the way, 
the bread of life, the light of the world, and even “if you have seen 
my then you have seen the Father”. But Jesus’ claims about himself 
reach their pinnacle in his claim to be God’s only chosen King - the 
very one whom God promised to send into the world.  

Creation Fall Redemption New Creation

At creation, 
humanity enjoyed 

an unhindered 
relationship with 
the world, God, 
and each other. 
God was at the 

centre of the 
world and 

people’s lives.

When humanity 
rebelled against 

God, sin created a 
barrier between 

the world, people 
and God as well. 
It also meant that 
we have to face 

the consequences 
for our sin.

Jesus came to the 
world as our King 
and our Saviour. 

He died the death 
that we deserve 

and rose in 
victory, breaking 
the power of sin 
and death for all 
who trust in him.

Whilst Jesus 
defeated sin and 
death, we await 
sin and death’s 
final destruction. 

When Jesus 
returns, God’s 

Kingdom will be 
brought to 
completion.
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Read Mark 14:61-62 

But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. Again the 
high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the 
Blessed One?” Jesus said, “I am; and ‘you will see the Son of 
Man seated at the right hand of the Power,’ and ‘coming with 
the clouds of heaven.’ ” (Mark 14:61-62) 

There are two important titles to take note of: Messiah (or Christ) 
and Son of God (“Blessed One” means God). Let’s look at these 
one-by-one. 

• Messiah (or Christ): Messiah and Christ are the same title (with 
Messiah being from the Hebrew, Christ being from the Greek). It 
was understood to mean God’s appointed King who would rule 
over the people of God. 

• Son of God: Generally, Son of God simply means belonging to 
God. People also understood that the long-awaited King would 
be the Son of God. However, Jesus was not only the Son of God 

in a general sense, but was actually God’s Son (and therefore 
God himself)! 

According to Jesus, the GOOD NEWS is not only has the long-
awaited Kingdom of God begun to break-in to the world, but that 
Kingdom has a King, and that King is Jesus, God’s own Son. 

Jesus is Ushering in that Kingdom 

At the heart of Jesus’ proclamation there were two key elements. 
The first part was about the nature of God’s Kingdom (that it was 
the reversal of the fall and the redemption of humanity). The second 
part focused on how that Kingdom would arrive.
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Other Helpful Resources 

King’s Cross (by Tim Keller) 
This brilliant book helps the reader understand the meaning and 
purpose of the death and resurrection of the Son of God. Keller 
also masterfully explains the nature of God’s Kingdom.  

From Creation to New Creation (by Tim Chester) 
This very accessible book provides an overview of the Bible, 
particularly demonstrating how God promised and then set about 
fulfilling the rescue of this fallen world. 

Next Steps from Here 

Read Mark Chapter 6-10  
As you read these chapters, note anything that  
doesn’t make sense, anything that surprises you,  
or any questions that you think of.


