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Why Introducing Jesus?  
In our lives, there are many people in the places we spend time with 
who don’t know Jesus. On each of our frontlines, whether it be 
amongst our family or friends, the people we go to gym with, chat 
with at school pick up or sit alongside in the office, we can relate to 
people in ways others can’t. We might be the only person they 
know and trust who might introduce them to Jesus.  

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed 
in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have 
not heard? And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them? Romans 10:14 

Our hope and prayer is that as you share your life and faith with 
people on your frontline, there would be opportunities to discuss 
who Jesus is, and why he matters to you and everyone.  

Introducing Jesus has been prepared to give you the tools to invite 
a friend or colleague to seriously investigate the claims of Jesus, 
either one-on-one or in a small group. There is space for questions 
and discussion. And through considering the claims made in the 
Bible, people are invited to read the Gospel for themselves.  

We pray it would help people take a step towards following Jesus.  

INTRODUCING JESUS | LEADERS GUIDE 2

Leaders Tips



Invite  
Talking about Jesus can seem daunting, but you are simply inviting 
them to consider and investigate the claims of one of the most 
influential people in history. First pray for God to open up 
opportunities to invite them. You might like to suggest four coffee 
dates, lunch together or maybe dinner at your house to explore the 
claims of Jesus.  

Pray  
It is not the logic of our arguments, the warmth of our hospitality or 
how clearly we explain the gospel that is going to convince 
someone to turn to Jesus. Whilst all these things are good, it is only 
the Holy Spirit who can convict and change hearts (1 Thess 1:4-5). 

At all stages (before inviting, preparing to meet, after the 
conversations) bring everything to God. You might like to pray 
specifically for gospel conversations where you can invite them to 
consider Jesus, that their heart and mind would be receptive to hear 
the Gospel and that your hope would be grounded in Jesus, not on 
the outcome of the conversations.  

Let someone else know what time you are meeting, so they can 
also be praying for you.  

Where to meet?  
You can meet anywhere! Over a coffee, for lunch, at a park or over 
dinner.  

Set the expectation that the discussion is just for one hour, and try 
to organise four consecutive catch-ups. This helps maintain 
momentum in your conversations.  
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Preparation 
Read through all four weeks of material beforehand. This way you’ll 
know if particular questions are addressed more thoroughly in 
upcoming weeks. Continue to pray.  

How to begin? 
It is natural to start with small talk about the day and week, but keep 
it brief. Recap that over 4 sessions, together you’ll consider Jesus’ 
life, message, death and invitation. There won’t be any personal 
questions, but they are welcome to ask questions at any time.   

In Week 1 give the person a short Gospel of Mark (NIV) and the 
Week 1 booklet: JESUS’ LIFE. Bring a copy of the booklet for 
yourself too and your own Bible.  

It might be helpful to gauge how familiar they are with the Bible - 
have they ever read it or own one themselves, and how did they find 
reading it. (You might like to consider buying a Bible for them if they 
have never owned one, or only have one in a difficult translation.) 
Then begin by going through the content. 

How to end? 
Encourage them to read through the Gospel of Mark chapters and 
note anything that doesn’t make sense, is surprising or any other 
questions. There are more resources (most in the St Bart’s library) if 
there is a particular topic they want to explore further.  

You can end the meeting asking if they would be comfortable if you 
briefly prayed for what was discussed. If they agree, use a simple 
and short prayer. Remember prayer can be an incredibly strange 
and uncomfortable practise for someone unfamiliar with Christianity 
or religion, but is also a powerful way God works.  
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A simple example: Dear God, thank you for this time together and 
ability to investigate the historical claims of Jesus. Please help us to 
think and consider who Jesus is. Amen.  

Tough questions  
Expect tough questions. You don’t need to have an immediate 
answer for every question, but engage with question and follow up 
resources that might address the particular topic. Feel free to 
contact any of the ministry team at St Bart’s with your questions 
too. 

A couple of helpful resources:  

• Questions Christians Ask: short readable books that clearly explain what 
the Bible has to say on hell, doubt and assurance, the Holy Spirit, human 
identity, the church, Jesus’ death, trusting the Bible, homosexuality, our death, 
miracles, free gift of forgiveness and the end of the world. https://
www.thegoodbook.com.au/christian-living/questions-christians-ask/  

• The Reason for God, Timothy Keller: chapters on truth and other 
religions, suffering, injustice, hell, science, the Bible and reasons for faith.  

• The Doubter’s Guide to Jesus, John Dickson: Reviews the different 
historical portraits of Jesus - teacher, healer, Israel, Christ, judge, friend, 
temple, saviour, Adam, Caesar, God and servant.  

• Searching Issues, Nicky Gumbel: Chapters on suffering, other religions, 
sex before marriage, the New Age, homosexuality, science and the trinity.  
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