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'Love Should Never Hurt' Bible study series 
 

Queensland marked Domestic and Family Violence 
Prevention Month in May to raise community 
awareness of, and to invite Queenslanders to, focus 
on the causes and prevention of domestic and family 
violence. 

Domestic and family violence is a significant issue in 
our society and one which we cannot ignore in our 
Diocese, including in our schools, parishes and 
agencies. It is essential that we are able to respond 

caringly and effectively to those who are affected by domestic and family violence. 

A Bible study resource, Love Should Never Hurt, has been developed by the Anglican Church Southern 
Queensland’s Domestic and Family Violence Working Group and is written by clergy and laypeople in our 
Diocese. It can be used by individuals or small groups to explore and engage with the topic of domestic 
and family violence using resources grounded in the traditions of the Anglican Church. 

The series covers five sessions. While the individual sessions relate to the lectionary readings for each 
Sunday in May, the series can be used at any time. I commend this series to you and ask that you consider 
using this valuable resource as suits your circumstances and given ministry context. The series can be 
accessed via the faithful + effective website. 

Our Diocesan news site, anglican focus, has commenced a series on domestic and family violence, with two 
items published so far, including features written by The Rev’d Gillian Moses, who is a member of our 
Domestic and Family Violence Working Group and our Diocesan spokesperson, and The Rev’d Ann 
Edwards. 

This series, called ‘Listening to and supporting survivors of domestic and family violence’ will include 
anonymously-written reflections from those directly impacted with the pastoral support of their parish 
priests, as well as resourcing features written by our clergy who are helping to care for those impacted. 

I thank the Domestic and Family Violence Working Group for their initiative in raising our awareness of 
domestic and family violence, its causes and prevention, and I invite you to join me in praying for those 
impacted: 

God who brings new shoots from old stumps 
flesh and breath from dry bones 
and goodness from chaos: 
we pray for members of our community 
whose lives are limited by the effects of family violence and abuse. 
Make us people of deep listening, of courageous conflict 
and commitment to the ways of healing and reconciliation, 
that our communities might be places 
where love and peace prevail 
and even the least of us belong. 

We pray this through Jesus who journeyed through death to life that we might do the same. Amen. 

https://www.faithfulandeffective.com/healthy-churches/resources/domestic-and-family-violence/
https://www.faithfulandeffective.com/healthy-churches/resources/domestic-and-family-violence/
https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2021/04/19/are-we-pretending-that-all-is-well/
https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2021/03/16/whose-side-are-we-on/
https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2021/03/16/whose-side-are-we-on/


Yours in Christ, 

The Most Rev’d Dr Phillip Aspinall, 
Archbishop of Brisbane 

Editor’s note: If you are in immediate danger, call 000 for police or ambulance help. For a list of 
helplines and websites available to women, children and men, visit this page on the Queensland 
Government website.  

Sunday Devotions • Monday 31 May 2021 • By Bowen Miller  

Sunday Devotion: 6 June 2021, Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Bowing down in the midst of trouble 

 

Main Readings: 1 Samuel 8.4-11 (12-15), 16-20, 11.14-15; Psalm 138; 2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1 (2-5); Mark 
3.20-35 [Genesis 3.8-15; Psalm 130] 

Supplementary Readings: Psalm 132; 1 Peter 1.10-16; 1 Samuel 12.1-15, 19-25; Psalm 130; Mark 4.1-12 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; you stretch out 
your hand, and your right hand delivers me.” (Psalm 138.7) 

Not so long ago, I received a rather angry message from someone I respected. And, in that moment and 
the weeks that followed, I really struggled to know what to do with it. I was angry, upset, sad and I wanted 
to fight back, to make this person know the truth! I felt well in the midst of trouble. 

For me, the Psalms are a dance of human emotion and thought, unfiltered and raw. I can identify with that 
because that is the way I experience life. And this psalm is a beautiful example of a dance I need to do with 
myself when feeling the way I did when I received the message. Earlier in the Psalm it talks about bowing 
down, worshipping God. And, doing that “in the midst of trouble” is maybe one of the most difficult, but the 
most important things, I can do. 

I know, as I submit and bow down to God, as I re-engage with what Jesus has called me to, seeking to 
emulate His other-centred love, I start to let the pain sit and be still. Then the pain starts to remove its 
teeth and I stop having a tantrum about what I think is and isn’t fair. Then I can ask myself, “How do I 
understand and respond in a way that worships God?” 

As I seek to define myself in faithfulness to Jesus, I am reminded in these moments of pain how I am called 
to respond to and love people. 

https://www.qld.gov.au/community/getting-support-health-social-issue/support-victims-abuse/domestic-family-violence/helplines
https://www.qld.gov.au/community/getting-support-health-social-issue/support-victims-abuse/domestic-family-violence/helplines
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+8.4-11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+8.12-15&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+8.16-20&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+11.14-15&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+138&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4.13-5.1&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4.2-5&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+3.20-35&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+3.20-35&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3.8-15&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+130&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+132&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1.10-16&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+12.1-15&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+12.19-25&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+130&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4.1-12&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+138.7&version=NRSV
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