PARISH PROFILE – February 2022

A welcoming, inclusive community where questions are
encouraged and everyone has a place at God’s table.
St Mark’s Anglican Church
7-17 Main Street
Buderim Q 4556

Phone: (07) 5445 2060
Email: buderim@anglicanchurchsq.org.au
Website: stmarksbuderim.com

Postal address: PO BOX 43
Buderim Q 4556
ABN: 79 921 901 383
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As we prepare and search for a new Parish Priest we pray:
Bountiful God,
give to this parish a faithful pastor
who will faithfully speak your word
and minister your sacraments;
an encourager who will equip your people for ministry
and enable us to fulfil our calling.
Give to those who will choose, wisdom,
discernment and patience,
and to us give warm and generous hearts,
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen
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1.

Buderim and Surrounding Areas

Buderim — the Community
In 2012 Buderim celebrated 150 years of white settlement. From a small village hub serving the
local farming community, Buderim has developed into a thriving residential community, spreading
across the plateau and down the escarpment to embrace new communities surrounding the
mountain. Just after the Second World War, Buderim was home to some 600 people: currently
over 50,000 people call Buderim home. Buderim has been identified as one of Queensland's top
"tree change" destinations.
Buderim residents love their town. The main through streets of Burnett, Main, and King which run
into each other are the life line that holds this overgrown village together. A large Shopping Centre,
boutique Shops, restaurants and cafes and Buderim's public buildings and parks front these
streets. They say it's the people and the particular sense of community that makes it special and,
regardless of population growth, they want "their Buderim" to be preserved. This strong sense of
community has been nurtured for over 70 years by the Buderim War Memorial Community
Association (BWMCA) which provides a wide range of activities and services to the community.
Saint Mark's Parish is one of its seventy members. (See Appendix 1). It is to this vibrant people
focussed community that we are called to be the people of God, to minister, and to proclaim the
good news of the Kingdom.

Boundaries
Appendix 2 shows Buderim in relation to other areas of the Sunshine Coast.

Areas of Influence
Fifteen minutes drive down the mountain to the East, via Buderim/MoolooIaba Road, is the Pacific
Ocean with its rolling surf and pristine beaches, and the popular beach resort communities of
Mooloolaba, Alexandra Headland, and Maroochydore. To the South are the communities of
Mountain Creek, Chancellor Park, and Sippy Downs: while to the west, there are the communities
of Glenfields, Tanawha, and Forest Glen. All look to Buderim as the centre of their cultural and
social activities.

Schools
The local Chamber of Commerce sees education as one of its fastest growing industries. On the
State scene, Mountain Creek High School is one of the largest in Queensland with students
attending in two sessions daily to maximise use of available facilities. Chancellor State College is
one of the Government's Colleges of Excellence. There are four large private schools, with
Matthew Flinders Anglican College (MFAC) acknowledged as one of the ten best academic
achieving schools in Queensland, and certainly one of the leading academic schools in the
Anglican School system in the Province of Queensland. Strong ties have existed between MFAC
and Saint Mark's Parish.

State
Buderim Mountain Primary School
Mountain Creek Primary School
Mountain Creek High School
Chancellor State College
Brightwater Primary School
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Private
Matthew Flinders Anglican College
Immanuel Lutheran College
Sunshine Coast Grammar School (Presbyterian and Uniting Church)
Siena Catholic College
Montessori International College

University and TAFE
The University of the Sunshine Coast (USC), this popular and growing institution, located in Sippy
Downs, to the south of the Parish, and now in its twenty-third year of operation caters for over
20,000 students, and covers a wide range of academic pursuits. It hopes to add a medical school
now that the Sunshine Coast University Public Hospital is built. The Ramsay Private Hospital
adjoins the Public Hospital.
The Sunshine Coast Institute of TAFE has a large campus (the Mooloolaba campus) at Mountain
Creek.
The University of the Third Age (U3A) operates out of the USC campus, and provides a wide range
of subjects which are held at its rooms at the USC and many other locations across the Sunshine
Coast, a number of courses are run out of Saint Mark's Parish hall throughout the year.

Hospitals
The Buderim Private Hospital, owned and operated by Uniting Care Health. The hospital is within
the Parish boundaries, and is regularly ministered to by the Parish's hospital visitation teams, and
the clergy as required.
The Sunshine Coast University Public Hospital (SCUH) and the Ramsay Operated Private Hospital
(SCUPH) are in close proximity at Birtinya and are both hospitals of excellence. Specialist doctors
in most medical disciplines are available in Buderim, Birtinya and in the Nambour Public hospital
and Selangor Private Hospital.

Retirement Villages and Nursing Homes
In Buderim there are a number of large retirement villages, some with nursing homes.
Aveo Lindsay Gardens Retirement Village
Buderim Gardens Retirement Village
EdenLea on Buderim
Hibiscus Retirement Resorts at Buderim Meadows, Chancellor Park, and Sippy Downs
Immanuel Gardens Retirement Village
Oasis Retirement Resort
Buderim Views
Ormsby

Other Religious Denominations
Buderim Uniting Church, King Street, Buderim
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Forest Drive (off Wises Road), Buderim
Saint Mary's Catholic Church, King Street, Buderim (Part of the Parish of Maroochydore)
Saint Catherine of Siena Catholic Church, Sippy Downs Drive, Sippy Downs, (Part of the Parish of
Maroochydore) Grace Christian Church, Stringybark Road, Buderim (affiliated with Westminster
Presbyterian Church)
Buderim Gospel Chapel, Glenmount Road, Buderim (Brethren)
Calvary Christian Church, Crosby Hill Road, Tanawha (AOG)
Lifepointe Baptist Church Wises Road, Buderim
The Good Life Community Church, Buderim Pines Drive, Buderim Pines (affiliated with Baptist)
Lakeshore Community Church of Christ, Lakeshore Avenue, North Buderim
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2. The Ecclesiastical Parish of Buderim
Parish Boundaries
The present boundaries of the Parish of Buderim were agreed on 22nd August 1999. In hindsight
these can be seen as seeking to curb Buderim’s area of influence to the plateau and its
escarpment, and speaks more of the then unreal territorial ambitions of the Parish of
Maroochydore. There is now an urgent need to redress these boundaries to include in the Parish
of Buderim these new areas of population (parts of Mountain Creek, Sippy Downs, Glenfields,)
which have an affinity with, and look to Buderim and its activities and organisations as their natural
focus and are not ministered to by anyone.
Appendix 3 shows the presently agreed boundaries of the Parish.

Areas of Influence
Just as the surrounding communities look to Buderim for their social and cultural pursuits, the
Parish also draws its eclectic congregation from these areas, and further afield.

Short History of the Parish
Saint Mark's Buderim, with a number of other worshipping centres, was initially part of the large
Parish of Palmwoods with the then Church, now the Parish Hall, being erected in 1917. In 1981
Saint Mark's was created a separate Parochial District with the Reverend William Jolly as Priest in
Charge (1981-1984). It was during the incumbency of the Reverend Neville Jackson (1984-1994)
that the Parochial District was granted separate Parish status and the present Parish Church built.
The Venerable Richard Gowty was the second Rector. (1995-2012). The Venerable Jeremy
Greaves (now Bishop for the Northern Region) the third Rector (2013-2017). The present priest in
charge, Reverend Mother Moira Evers (2018-2022).
The Parish stands firmly in the Liberal Catholic tradition of the worldwide Anglican
Communion in its worship and liturgy. The Holy Eucharist is currently celebrated each
Sunday at 7am and 9am and on Wednesdays at 10am and on other Saints days and
festivals from time to time.

Parish Buildings and Assets
Church
The Foundation Stone of the present Parish Church was laid on 18th June 1988 by the Most
Reverend Sir John Grindrod, Archbishop of Brisbane and Primate, and was dedicated on 25th
November 1988 by the Right Reverend George Browning, Bishop for the Northern Region. The
Church was finally consecrated on 25th April 1999 by the Most Reverend Peter Hollingworth,
Archbishop of Brisbane. Subsequently, a Chapel dedicated to Saint Mary the Virgin was added to
the South of the Sanctuary, and was consecrated on 26th September 2005 by the Most Reverend
Dr. Phillip Aspinall, Archbishop of Brisbane and Primate.
The Church, which is air-conditioned, seats 250 in traditional pews, with a further 26 single chairs
in the Chapel. The Blessed Sacrament is reserved in an aumbry in the wall of the Chapel which is
used for week-day celebrations, Healing Service, etc. The Church building houses the Parish
Office, the Priest's Office, the Priest’s Vestry, and a Committee Meeting space which doubles as a
creche.
Outstanding features of the Church include its stained glass windows, the oldest of which are the
Good Shepherd Window, set in the eastern wall of the Sanctuary, and originally above the altar in
the original Church building (now the hall); the Rondels, in the side windows from the original
Church, all designed and executed around 1918 by the esteemed Brisbane artist, William Bustard;
the large modern Saint Mark's Window by Glen Mack installed in 1996; the over 175 tapestry
cushions and kneelers worked by members of the Parish Tapestry Guild.
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The Geo. Fincham & Sons Pipe Organ built in 1986 for a Melbourne church and installed in Saint
Mark's in 1998, the memorial gift of a parishioner.

Parish Hall
The Parish Hall was built in 1917 as the Parish Church and was used as such until the dedication
of the present Church. It was extended in 1967. A further extension with the kitchen, toilets, and
open annexe was blessed on the 22nd August 1999 by the Right Reverend Richard Appleby,
Bishop for the Northern Region. The interior of the hall was further upgraded and air-conditioned in
2010. It is much in demand during the week and is used by Parish organisations and by a wide
range of community activity including U3A Groups, Karate, Kung Fu, Yoga, Bytes Youth Theatre,
Physie and Dance, Buderim Male Choir.
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Angligreen
With the assistance of a grant from the Queensland Government Gambling Community Benefit
Fund, a photo voltaic solar power generating system was installed with solar panels on the eastern
roof of the church building. This reduces our carbon footprint and brings some relief to ever rising
power bills. A water tank is installed which supplies water used in the toilets, and for the watering
system for the gardens.

Memorial Garden
A quiet reflective place is provided in the gardens of the church for interment of ashes and a place
provided for memorial plaques.

Wunya Park
This area of natural vegetation lies to the north of the parish church and has been developed as an
area for quiet contemplation and relaxation. A path from the northern carpark leads to a reflection
platform with indigenous paintings and icons.
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Western Portico
This area has been developed as a place of quiet contemplation and reflection.

Rectory
The current Rectory, set on a quarter of an acre of land, is situated at 24 Wilguy Crescent,
Buderim, some 2kms from the Parish church and hall. It is highly unlikely that the present Rectory
will be available to a new Rector. The mind of the newly elected Parish Council is to realise the
capital value of this property and to address the matter of a new Rectory once an appointment is
made. These decisions, while not set in concrete will need to be worked on in conjunction with the
Diocesan authorities. It maybe that the new Rector may wish to purchase his/her own property and
a suitable housing allowance would be negotiated to assist in this regard.
The Rectory will be rented commercially until such times as a new Rector is appointed and a final
decision on its future made.

Vehicle
A suitable new vehicle will be provided for the new Rector. Alternatively, a car allowance would be
paid should the Rector choose to provide his/her own vehicle.

3. Regular Parish Services
Sundays
0700 Holy Eucharist, AAPB Second Order, said. This service attracts a mixture of age groups,
and averages some 40 plus regular communicants. These numbers increase during the summer
months. Refreshments are served after this service.
0900 Family Eucharist, AAPB Second Order. Uses a modern musical setting, with a mixture of
traditional and modern hymns accompanied alternatively by a large pipe organ and a modern
electronic keyboard. A mixture of all age groupings attends this service with an average
communicant number of 70 plus. The Sacrament of Holy Baptism is usually administered during
this service, which greatly swells the worshippers on these Sundays. Refreshments are served
after this service.
Up until recently a third service, a Choral Eucharist, was offered at 10.30am. This service was
heavily weighted to the older parishioner.
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Weekdays
Wednesdays, 1000 Holy Eucharist, AAPB Second Order, said with an average communicants of
5.
Morning Prayer is said daily and is offered online.
The Church is open daily for private prayer.

Additional Services
Evensong – Fourth Sunday of the month at 1700 (from February to November). Evensong is
a short service about 40 minutes of readings, prayers and hymns.
Taize – Second Sunday of the month at 1800 (from February to November). Taizé style
services at St Marks are quiet times of Christian prayer, song, readings and reflection and last
about 45 minutes. The service begins in stillness and silence with songs and proceeds without
announcements.

Pancake Church – Twice per school term at 16.00. This innovative service is designed to
attract parents and children.

Other Festivals, Saints Days, and Special Services
Ash Wednesday
Holy Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes in Church at various times and the Imposition of Ashes in
an announced public place in the village.

Holy Week and Easter
Palm Sunday — Normal Sunday programme of two Services with the Blessing and Distribution
of Palms. In a non-covid environment palms have been blessed and distributed ecumenically
at a service in the Buderim Village Park prior to each denomination processing to their parish
church.
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Maundy Thursday — Commemoration of the Institution of the Lord's Supper and the Washing
of Feet.
Good Friday —The Good Friday Liturgy
Easter Eve — Vigil Eucharist, Baptism, Confirmation, Renewal of Baptismal Vows, and Reception
into the Anglican Church
Easter Day — Normal Sunday programme of two services

Christmas
Christmas Eve
1700 Children's Service and Carols
2300 Midnight Mass — Choral Eucharist
Christmas Day
0700 Holy Eucharist — Said with Carols
0900 Holy Eucharist — Said with Carols

Patronal Festival and Dedication Festival
As the Feast of the Patron and Anniversary of the Consecration fall on the same day which is 25th
April which is also Anzac Day, these commemorations are translated and celebrated on the
second Sunday in October.

Other Special Services
Australia Day — Ecumenical Service at 0800 as part of the wider Buderim community celebrations
Anzac Day — The Rector is involved in the community services and celebrations organised by the
Buderim War Memorial Community Association (BWMCA)
Saint Francis (nearest Sunday) — Ecumenical Service at 1600 for the Blessing of Pets
Remembrance Day
Blue Christmas Service to mourn the loss of loved ones at 1800 early December
Parish Service of Lessons and Carols - December
Community Carols by Candlelight on the Buderim Mountain State School Oval – December

Musical concerts by both local and international artists are held regularly in Saint Mark's Church.
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The Church is used by Community Groups such as the Sovereign Order of Saint John of
Jerusalem.
The church is the Conventual Church of the Sunshine Coast Priory of the Order of Saint John of
Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller, an ancient Order of Chivalry. A number of parishioners are
members and the Prior is one of the Parish Nominators. The Regional Bishop, the Right Reverend
Jeremy Greaves is the Priory Chaplain.

4. Parish Ministers
Stipendiary
Rector
The present Priest in Charge, the Reverend Mother Moira Evers leaves the parish on the 6th of
March 2022 and the Parish will be ministered to by a Locum Priest to be appointed.

Parish Secretary
This is a part time position (3 hours per day, 0900 to 1200, Monday to Friday) filled by Mrs
Debbie Bradshaw. Main duties consist of co-ordinating the Rector's diary, producing the weekly
Pew Sheet, managing the Parish computer, and producing all communications. She attends to
the rental of the Parish hall to diverse organisations, prepares and keeps the records for
Baptisms, Admission to Communion, Confirmations, Weddings, and Funerals, as well as
arranging the many rosters so necessary to the smooth running of the Parish.

Musicians
The 0900 Sunday Family Eucharist has the services of a paid keyboard player. The funds for this
are provided from a scholarship available to a student from Matthew Flinders Anglican College.
The organists give of their services voluntarily.

Sacristan / Verger
This role includes preparing the vessels for each Eucharist, washing the altar linen, changing the
altar frontals, etc., and oversees the general cleanliness of the Church and hall.

Non-Stipendiary
Retired Clergy who are Members of the Parish (or are part of the worshipping
congregation)
The Reverend Pamela Hill
The Reverend Ken Beer
The Reverend John Cornish (currently acting Archdeacon)
The Reverend Canon Dr Monty Morris
The Reverend Lynette Neil
The Reverend Allen Neil
The Reverend Theo Woods

Liturgical Assistants
There are currently 18 licensed Liturgical Assistants licensed to the Parish and are rostered for
the 0700 and 0900 services. A number of these are involved with Home Communions,
Retirement Villages, and Nursing Homes of the Parish (See also Parish Ministries).

Church Office Bearers
Churchwardens
There are three churchwardens. Two elected by the people at the Annual General Meeting and
one appointed by the Rector.
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Nominators
Three are elected annually at the Annual General Meeting and should there be a vacancy in their
term continue in office until an appointment is made.

Members of Synod
Two members are elected every three years.

Parish Council
Two Members nominated by the Rector
Four Members elected by the Annual General Meeting
Parish Treasurer
Together with the three Churchwardens, two Synod Representatives and three Nominators

Sidespersons, Readers, and Intercessors
Each Sunday, different members of the two congregations are rostered for duty in these important
areas of ministry. Individual parishioners take their place on the monthly roster.

5. Parish Ministries
Mainly Music
This very popular playgroup is currently in recess.

Bible Studies and Study Groups
The Monday Study Group meets in the Church foyer at 1300 to 1400 hours.
The Tuesday morning Bible Study Group commenced in October 1984 and some original
members still make up this group and meet in members homes.
The Tuesday evening Bible Study Group meet at 1900 either in a member’s home and/or online.

Occasional Study Groups
Lent and Advent — Small study groups using set material are held throughout the Parish during
these seasons, and parishioners are encouraged to join these as part of their preparation for
Easter and for Christmas.

Mothers Union

St Mark’s branch of the Mothers Union meet monthly in the hall. They are an integral part of the
Diocesan Mothers Union scene. One of their greatly appreciated activities is to ensure that every
child baptised is given a handmade Teddy. Money raised from their activities assist in Diocesan
outreach work.

Friends of Saint Mark's
This informal group meets as required to organise social and fund-raising events in support of the
Parish. There are a variety of events which happen throughout the year. Recently an Artisans
market was introduced and is held monthly in the hall and parish grounds.

University of the Sunshine Coast (USC) Food Bank and The Shack Nambour
Each Sunday during semester time, members of the two congregations bring non-perishable
packaged or canned food which is taken to the USC Food Bank to help feed students struggling to
juggle costs on little or no income. This initiative is greatly appreciated by the university authorities.
“The Shack” at Nambour is also supported in this way.
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Pastoral Care
At Saint Mark's, Pastoral Care is an important component of parish ministry. Each week a
dedicated group of parishioners give of their time and talents in:
Home Communions by Liturgical Assistants, Visitations to Anglicans at the Sunshine Coast Private
Hospital, and visits to the sick and shut-ins.
The Holy Eucharist is celebrated monthly in the following Retirement Villages.
Aveo Lindsay Gardens Retirement Village
Buderim Gardens Retirement Village
Buderim Views
Eden Lea
Ormsby

Choir and Singing Group
This small group is organised as required.

Cursillo
A small group meet on the second and fourth Friday of each month. This small group of
Cursillistas meet at Saint Mark's for a Group Reunion as recommended by the Cursillo
Movement, and take part in prayerful reflection and discussion.

Saint Mark's Flower Guild
This talented group of ladies enhance the beauty of the Church with three large arrangements of
flowers each week. The abundant gardens of Buderim provide the greenery and flowers in
season to complement the wonderful collection of silk flowers held by the parish.

St Mark’s Makers Group
St Mark’s Makers meets monthly on the first Thursday from 10:00 am ‘til noon in the church hall.
Members happily share their skills in Embroidery, Cross Stitch, Calligraphy, Knitting, Crochet,
Sewing, Card making, Scrapbooking, making bees wax wraps, Smocking etc.

Parish Website
In keeping with modern technology, Saint Mark's Church has a presence on the Worldwide
Web. This site is currently under reconstruction.
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Appendix 1

Members of the Buderim War Memorial Community
Association (BWMCA)
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