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Features • Wednesday 15 June 2022 • By Bishop Jeremy Greaves

“Initiating a new world for all of us”

Bishop Jeremy Greaves, The Rev'd Michael Donaldson (Priest-in-Charge of The Parish of SandgateNorthpoint) and Justice Peter Applegarth AM at the 29 May 2022 Atkin family commemoration event
where the memorial to Robert Atkin was rededicated

I recently had the privilege of speaking at an event in Sandgate that commemorated Queensland’s
Atkin family. The special event included the dedication of a restored Hibernian Society of Queensland
monument to Robert Travers Atkin, with Chief Justice Susan Mary Kiefel AC also speaking.
In his co-authored book The Parables of Jesus, US-based theologian Professor Bernard Brandon Scott
writes at length about the Parable of the Good Samaritan. He finishes his commentary on the parable
like this:
“[The parable] proposes a new world in which the wall between ‘us’ and ‘them’ no longer exists and
even more that one of ‘them’ can come to the aid of ‘us’.”
He goes on to write:
“There is another way to imagine this parable. Shakespeare’ s Romeo and Juliet is the same story but
with the ‘us/them’ still firmly in place. When Romeo and Juliet step across the line between the
Capulets and the Montagues, no one else from either family follows. And so the tragedy plays out in
its inevitable end in the deaths of the two young lovers.”
This comparison of Romeo and Juliet points out that Jesus’ parable and Shakespeare’s play are not
about individuals, but about communities. It is not just individuals who have to cross the line –
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communities have to cross the line as well. Yet the crossing of the line always begins with the first
Samaritan whose heart is moved by a Jew.
Scott finishes with: “Such people are initiating a new world for all of us.”
It is, therefore, appropriate to reflect on the Parable of the Good Samaritan while reflecting on the
Atkin family and their contribution to the community.
Robert Travers Atkin was only 31 when he died 150 years ago in 1872. His life was tragically cut short
by illness. His virtues and achievements set an example for others to follow, including his infant son,
James Richard (Dick) Atkin, who drew on the “neighbour principle” as a judge in the foundation of
modern negligence law.
In the language of the day, the monument’s broken column is described as symbolising:
“…the irreparable loss of a man who well represented some of the finest characteristics of the Celtic
race – its rich humour and subtle wit, its fervid passion and genial warmth of heart.”
The inscription on the monument describes how Robert Atkin was distinguished in the press and in
Parliament by:
“…large and elevated views, remarkable powers of organization, and unswerving advocacy of the
popular cause, his rare abilities were especially devoted to the promotion of a patriotic union among
his countrymen, irrespective of class or creed, combined with a loyal allegiance to the land of their
adoption.”
Robert Atkin and his friends had a ground-breaking vision for Queensland’s future. They opposed
vested interests and corruption. Robert was an advocate for fairness towards people in the north, for
new railways, and for the new industries of cotton and sugar. He described the Polynesian Labourers
Act 1868 as a legalised system of kidnapping. He campaigned for ordinary people, for fairness, for
democracy and for the common good. He was a Good Samaritan.
While Robert Atkin’s career as a campaigning journalist, newspaper editor and Member of Parliament
was cut short, his influence is enduring. He passed the democratic baton to others, like the young
Samuel Griffith, who was elected to take his place in Parliament.
Robert made friendships across sectarian divides. A loyal Irish Protestant, Robert made common
cause with Irish Catholics, like Dr Kevin O’Doherty who had been transported to Tasmania for being a
leader of the 1848 Irish rebellion, to improve the welfare and health of their community. At a time of
bitter division between Protestants and Catholics, they formed the non-sectarian Hibernian Society.
The Hibernian Society of Queensland, of which Robert was Vice-President, erected the monument. It
states of Robert:
“His days were few. But his labours and attainments bore the stamp of a wise maturity.”
Robert’s sister Grace was devoted to the education of young women in the early years of our state.
She started her own school. Her qualities as an educator were recognised by leading educationalist,
Sir Charles Lilley, who recruited her to assist in establishing the first Girls Grammar School in
Australia. She died on 26 January 1876, aged only 32.
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As we honour the virtues of Queensland greats Robert and Grace Atkin and their devotion to
“initiating a new world for all of us”, what lessons can we learn about stepping across the line to
bridge differences?
Author’s note: I would like to thank Justice Peter Applegarth AM for providing the images for
this anglican focus reflection and acknowledge his 23 January 2016 opinion piece published in
The Australian, ‘Robert Atkin: founding father of social justice’, which I drew upon for this
reflection.

Homilies & Addresses • Friday 10 June 2022 • By Archbishop Phillip Aspinall AC

Platinum Jubilee: 70th Anniversary of Accession to the
Throne of Queen Elizabeth II

Queen Elizabeth II with her husband Prince Philip on the occasion of her coronation in 1953 (Photo by
Cecil Beaton: sourced from Wikimedia Commons)

On 6 February 1952 King George VI died.
On the same day, while on royal duties in Kenya, Princess Elizabeth received the news that she was
now Queen Elizabeth II. Tradition demands that the monarch accedes to the throne instantly. At no
time is the realm without a monarch. The Queen was 25 years old.
And so this year we mark the 70th anniversary of the Queen’s accession; an occasion unique in the
history of the British monarchy and the Commonwealth of Nations.
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In a broadcast on her 21st birthday in 1947, the then Princess Elizabeth pledged to her subjects:
“My whole life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service.” On her accession that
service began a new and unparalleled chapter. It has been as unstinting as it has indeed been long:
now in her 97th year the Queen has devoted more than seven decades to the well-being of Britain
and the wider Commonwealth.
Her reign has seen 14 Prime Ministers come and go, seven Archbishops of Canterbury and six
Archbishops of York, a passing parade of world leaders and innumerable historic events: in turn
triumphant, catastrophic, tragic. Through it all the Queen has evoked deep respect and profound
gratitude from so many.
Out of that respect we are wary and hesitate to heap praise upon her. Her one-time bodyguard and
keen observer of many events royal, Major General Alastair Bruce warns that:
“The last person who would want to be lauded is her. If you were to throw yourself into praising her,
she would be uncomfortable. She is not one to have ever been remotely good at receiving, or is
comfortable around, praise.” (Ashworth)
So rather than simply heap praise on the Queen, I invite you to discern with me the deeper, profound
roots of this remarkable life.
One of the most evident marks of the Queen’s service has been humility. Graham Jones, former
Bishop of Norwich, in which the Diocese Sandringham is located, refers to her “unforced humility
which is…a grace or gift of the Spirit”. It is at the heart of the notion of service that has provided the
entire framework for the Queen.
Major General Bruce attests to this quality:
“If you look at her in the footage of a grand service, she’s arriving – the trumpets sound out, and
the grandeur of St Paul’s Cathedral and Wren’s glorious apses and arches are all around you – but she
remains herself. There’s no change in her at all.”
And, his explanation is that:
“She knows she’s in the presence of something greater than herself, and that is projected in the way
she handles all the splendour and grandeur that she has to embody – with the recognition that it is
aimed at her but [is] not about her.”
Once, the Royal Maundy service was always conducted in the grandeur of Westminster Abbey. The
Queen, however, recognising the spiritual import of it, took the service to the people in a journey
around the realm. One observer notes the service itself “is an extraordinary spiritual service. The
whole thing is humility personified: the white vestments, the washing of the feet. That is the Queen all
over – humility. That principle underlies everything.”
This remarkable humility seems to manifest what Our Lord refers to in the passage we heard read
from Luke’s gospel. In contrast to the kings of the Gentiles who lord it over their subjects, says Jesus,
it is not so with you. “I am among you as one who serves.” (Luke 22.25, 27b).
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The Queen has been described as having “an old-fashioned English reserve in matters of religion. But
because people don’t talk too much about their personal faith, it doesn’t mean that it isn’t real: rather,
that it is too deep for words.”
Many have been struck by the almost palpable presence of the holy on significant occasions in the
Queen’s life: it was remarked upon by some present during the anointing by the Archbishop of
Canterbury at her Coronation in the Abbey; and again when she solemnly receives communion
publicly every five years at the inaugural service for the Church of England General Synod. Observers
intuit, they feel, transcendence in these moments.
In her 2021 Christmas broadcast the Queen explicitly declared her deep personal faith when she said:
“It is this simplicity of the Christmas story that makes it so universally appealing, simple happenings
that formed the starting point of the life of Jesus – a man whose teachings have been handed down
from generation to generation, and have been the bedrock of my faith…His birth marked a new
beginning.”
Major General Bruce explains what is so winsome about this:
“The understated way in which the Queen speaks of her faith is one with which nobody can find
offence – it does explain why she is the sort of person she is. We admire her because we sense this is
a person unspoiled by position, power, money…She seems to have become more popular the more
unfashionable the Christian faith has become and the more she speaks of it.”
While the Queen may have spoken more explicitly about her faith in recent years, it has been there
since the beginning. In her very first Christmas broadcast following her accession, but before the
coronation, the Queen said:
“I want to ask you all, whatever your religion may be, to pray for me on that [coronation] day, to pray
that God may give me wisdom and strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall be making and
that I may faithfully serve him and you, all the days of my life.”
Notice how inclusive her invitation is: I ask you all…whatever your faith…60 years later the
Queen expounded on the breadth of her vision when she addressed the leaders of world faiths at
Lambeth Palace in 2012:
“She described the concept of the Established Church as ‘occasionally misunderstood, and I believe,
commonly under-appreciated. Its role is not to defend Anglicanism to the exclusion of other religions.
Instead, the Church has a duty to protect the free practice of all faiths in this country…Gently and
assuredly, the Church of England has created an environment for other faith communities – and,
indeed, people of no faith – to live freely…the Church has helped to build a better society – more and
more in active co-operation for the common good with those of other faiths.’”
This underlying vision, emanating from deep personal Christian faith, has endeared the Queen to
culturally and religiously diverse communities around the globe. It is what has led to the evolution of
the old post-colonial Empire Day services into the multi-faith, multi-lingual, multi-cultural services we
now see on Commonwealth Day.
Today, then, we are not simply swept away by the endless fascination with things royal, still less
titillated by gossip, scandal or speculation that seem to distract so many.
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Rather today we are moved by something that transcends time and space, something that is eternal,
which we have been privileged to glimpse in the character of the Queen’s 70 year reign.
In her life of service, humility, faith and steadfast resolve we do indeed discern reflections of the
character of God.
The Queen’s unshakeable, steadfast, resolute service, through whatever comes, mirrors for us the
God who will never abandon us come what may.
In the Queen’s self-effacing humility we see reflected the Christ prepared to lay down his life that
we might have life in abundance; we see the Christ who finds life by losing his own.
In the Queen’s deep, personal, inclusive faith we catch a glimpse of the Spirit at work in the world to
reconcile all people, of all faiths and none, to God and to each other.
The Queen’s life resonates with and reflects to us these marks of transcendence, eternity, truth. For
that wonderful life and gift to us all, thanks be to God.
Quotations from:
Pat Ashworth. 27 May 2022. ‘Platinum Jubilee: Advocate, not defender of the faith.’ Church Times.

News • Wednesday 15 June 2022 • By Michelle McDonald

Easel does it for pilot parish arts program

The Rev’d Dr Margaret Wesley (left) and local artist Sue Webster (right) at the May 2022 launch of St
Paul's, Ashgrove’s new artist-in-residence pilot program

A donated easel has brought additional colour and creativity to community engagement at St Paul’s
Anglican Church in Ashgrove, becoming the focus of an innovative artist-in-residence pilot program.
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Every six months a new artist will be given access to the easel and a space at the inner-west Brisbane
church.
Parish priest The Rev’d Dr Margaret Wesley said that the unique program will provide an ongoing
collaborative benefit.
“The easel was donated for sale through our thrift shop,” Dr Wesley said.
“It was such a generous donation – we realised we could extend that gift in perpetuity through this
artist-in-residence program.
“The artist agrees to contribute an artwork to the parish at the conclusion of their appointment.”
The first appointee is local artist Sue Webster, who said she is grateful for the space because she has
limited room in her small unit to practise painting.
“Now I’ll be able to use my dining table for its intended purpose – I’m a ham-fisted amateur and put
the ‘pain’ into painting,” Ms Webster said with characteristic modesty.
“This appointment has given me real momentum to try harder at my art.
“I’ve painted since childhood, and have been a keen sketcher both for work and leisure.
“I’m still exploring my preferred style; that’s what’s so wonderful about this appointment – it gives me
space to experiment without falling over the footstool.
“I paint with acrylics. I also like to sketch and wrestle with watercolour.”
Dr Wesley said the innovative initiative added to the church’s strong arts footprint.
“St Paul’s already hosts the Westside Orchestra, and a long-term tenant, Ashgrove Dance Studio, has
been teaching children to dance for over 100 years,” she said.
“We believe that people are creative because we are made in the image of God, the Creator.
“So it is only appropriate for churches to do what we can to support and facilitate creativity in our
community.
“We hope the artists in our program will gain confidence and recognition, as well as space to create.
“We are delighted to work with our first artist, Sue Webster, as we establish the program.”
Local artists of all capabilities are invited to apply for the next appointment round. Please email
parish.office@stpaulsashgrove.org.au for more details.
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Features • Tuesday 14 June 2022 • By The Rev'd Selina McMahon

“Consider the birds of the air”

"...whereas the King James Version mentions the “pelican” in Psalm 102.6, it is rendered as “owl” in the
New Revised Standard Version" (The Rev'd Selina McMahon)

“Consider the birds of the air,” Jesus instructed his disciples. Well, when you consider that the Bible
(NRSV) mentions “birds” at least 108 times, you realise that this is quite a consideration! But the holy
text goes beyond generics, mentioning some species of birds individually by name. Pelicans, ostriches,
herons and woodpeckers are found by name. However, translations may vary. For example, whereas
the King James Version mentions the “pelican” in Psalm 102.6, it is rendered as “owl” in the New
Revised Standard Version.
With this in mind, let us take some specific examples and examine the symbolic meaning attached to
these feathered friends in the Old and New Testaments.
The most obvious one to start with is the dove. With no fewer than 49 “hits”, this is by far the most
commonly named bird in the Bible, noting that the turtle-dove is the same bird as the dove – the
“turtle” is only mentioned in some translations, and should probably be read as “dove”. The dove is
arguably the most symbolic bird in Christianity. Indeed, after the cross it is probably the second most
important symbol of all since it is used to represent the Holy Spirit; for example, at Jesus’ baptism
(Matthew 3.16):
“And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.”
On a lesser level, the dove is also the bird of peace, purity and innocence. The Bible only represents
the dove in a positive light.
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Additionally, in rabbinical literature the dove is also the symbol of the nation of Israel (Song of Songs
2.14).
Equipped with this fact, we can read some of Jesus sayings in a new light. For example, Matthew
10.16, “be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” can be read as “be wise, while remembering you
are Jews and must keep as innocent as your mystic symbol”.
Close behind the dove, and named 44 times in the Bible, is the eagle. This majestic bird normally
represents strength, protection and defence. Hence, when the Israelites were complaining about
being brought into the desert, God reminded them that they hadn’t suffered the same fate as the
Egyptians, but were borne aloft “on eagles’ wings” (Exodus 19.4). This symbolism would have been
very compelling because the eagle would have be seen swooping about the Arabian wastelands, and
then soaring high above to obtain the best view of potential prey over all the land. Small wonder that
it also became symbolic of God watching from on high and hence is also the symbol of St John the
Evangelist, whose Gospel is said to be loftier than the synoptic gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke
(whose Gospels provide a synopsis of Jesus life, rather than a theological discourse on what his life
meant).
However, it is not all good news for the eagle since it is also listed as “unclean”; mere contact with it, or
its prey, would make someone “unclean” and unable to partake in full Jewish worship, along with
other birds such as “the vulture, the osprey, the buzzard, the kite of any kind; every raven of any kind;
the ostrich, the nighthawk, the seagull, the hawk of any kind; the little owl, the cormorant, the great
owl, the water-hen, the desert-owl [sometimes translated as “the pelican”], the carrion vulture, the
stork, the heron of any kind, the hoopoe, and the bat” (Leviticus 11.13-19). Though the bat is not
actually a bird, it flies and its classification as a mammal was not identified till much later. All of these
birds are carnivorous or scavengers and hence consume the blood of other animals. They are all,
therefore, rendered “unclean” in Leviticus.
This brings us to the raven. Although it is often used in horror films to symbolise evil, with its reaperlike plumage and horrific cry, it is actually the raven who is seen as a provider to God’s people. When
Elijah was a fugitive, it was the raven that brought him food and drink (1 Kings 17.4-6):
“‘You shall drink from the wadi, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.’ So he went and
did according to the word of the Lord; he went and lived by the Wadi Cherith, which is east of the
Jordan. The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening;
and he drank from the wadi.”
Furthermore, the raven is a smart bird – it engages in a practice called “caching”. Some of its food is
eaten straight away and the rest is buried or hidden in a particular spot for it to return to later (some
other birds and animals try this, but often forget where their food is hidden.) Hence the raven is seen
as a symbol for God’s continuing care for the creation, assisting and finding provision in times of great
need.
We could go on for some time.
The hen is seen as a protector since it jealously guards its young. In Matthew 23.37 Jesus remarked
that he wished to protect Jerusalem as a hen protects her brood:
“‘How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings…’”
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The sparrow is usually meant to represent something of seemingly little value – yet is still precious in
God’s eyes (Matthew 10.29).
And, in the book of Job (39.13-18) the ostrich is linked to the winter solstice and new life. Perhaps this
is also why the ostrich feather is an ancient symbol of immortality.
In the hands of the Biblical authors, the seemingly ordinary, like birds, takes on greater meaning when
you consider the rich symbolism. Researching this symbolism goes beyond partaking in idle academic
curiosity, for it is only by understanding the Bible’s symbolism that we can really hope to engage with
it and have any contextual understanding of what the Bible authors were trying to tell us.

Features • Wednesday 15 June 2022 • By Peter Branjerdporn

Lessons from an accidental advocate

"Me and my family are very happy to start our journey back to my community in Bilo. Thank you to all
[of you people in] Perth, thanks. Love you Perth" (Priya Nadesalingam, pictured with Angela Fredericks,
Nades, Kopika and Tharnicaa: image sourced from the Bring Priya, Nades and their Girls Home to Biloela
Facebook page)

I first heard Anglican “accidental advocate” Angela Fredericks speak at a vigil for refugees in Brisbane a
few years ago. At the time, I had no idea where her small Queensland town of Biloela, or “Bilo”, was.
She told us about her friends, Nades and Priya, and their little girls, Kopika and Tharnicaa – a young
Tamil family, beloved by the Bilo community, who were taken from their home by armed government
authorities in an early 2018 dawn raid.
The family was detained in Melbourne before they were detained on Christmas Island the following
year. In June 2021, the family was released into community detention in Perth after the youngest
child, four-year-old Tharnicaa, nearly died of sepsis. However, they were unable to return to Bilo from
Perth because the former government would not grant Tharnicaa the same bridging visa as her
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parents and sister. Over the weekend, Tharnicaa, who turned five on Sunday, celebrated her first
birthday out of detention after the government announced that they could return.
Since the family was taken from their Bilo home in 2018, the #HomeToBilo campaign brought over
596,500 people together behind one of the nation’s most successful refugee advocacy campaigns.
Because of the Bilo community-led campaign, the family returned home to Bilo where they belong on
Friday. Loyal locals Angela and her friend, fellow Christian Marie Austin, spearheaded the campaign.
As welcoming celebrations continue in Biloela, and the Tamil family starts to rebuild their lives in
peace after more than four years in immigration detention, it would be easy for us to return to our
busy lives and miss the lessons from this inspiring story. To me there are many things we can learn
from Angela Fredericks and the Bilo community.
Angela first met Priya, Nades and Kopika (before Tharnicaa was born) at the Biloela Hospital. At the
time Angela was a parish councillor at St Gabriel’s Anglican Church in Bilo. Priya used to bring Kopika,
and later Tharnicaa, to ‘Mainly Music’ sessions at St Gabriel’s. So what are some ministry and advocacy
opportunities in the local area that your church community can offer and support, particularly for
marginalised families who might need some TLC?
At the heart of this family’s incredible story is the friendships forged in a small community with
ordinary people who go out of their way to look after one another, even when it requires them to
leave their comfort zones and fight systemic injustice.
Writing in anglican focus in 2019 about why she started the #HomeToBilo campaign after her friends
were forcibly taken from their home, Angela said that as a life-long Anglican she found inspiration in
Jesus who:
“…fought not just to transform individuals’ lives but to change the systems that perpetuated
inequality, poverty, exclusion and exploitation. The fourth Anglican Mark of Mission is to ‘transform
unjust structures of society’, and for me this is exactly what it means to be a Christian – it is our role to
speak out and challenge unjust systems.”
Caring for friends can lead you to do extraordinary things like running an in-person and online
campaign, starting a petition that gained nearly 600,000 signatures, travelling all over the country and
speaking to journalists on the nightly news, as Angela did.
The Angela Fredericks of this world are extraordinary – beacons of loyalty, faithfulness, courage and
compassion. There are also ordinary people in our churches whose names we will never know who
provide safe meeting spaces, set up the tea and coffee and welcome people enough to make new
friends – they also make this kind of story possible. The work of justice is best done with others, and
there are many wonderful church initiatives and community organisations right here in Southern
Queensland that you can be a part of.
It seems that we as a country are finally beginning to find and celebrate our common humanity,
leaving behind decades of divisive political fear-mongering against people seeking asylum. Angela
says that the happy turn of events:
“…shows that we as a nation can do better and we can learn to love one another just as Christ taught
us to.”
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She also reminds us that, while:
“…we all welcome the decision to issue the entire family with bridging visas…this family will never be
safe until they have permanency in Australia”.
And, so the work of pursuing peace, freedom, stability and safety for refugees continues.
Refugee Week will be celebrated between Sunday 19 June and Saturday 25 June this year. This year’s
Refugee Week theme is “Healing”.

Here are three things you can do to help people like Nades and Priya and their children
begin to heal from the pain of the past, and show support for the wonderful work
advocates like Angela do:
1. Join the Brisbane Refugee and Asylum Seeker Support (BRASS) Network, which is co-convened
by our Diocese’s Social Responsibilities Committee, where you will find many local events and
links to current refugee advocacy campaigns and resources.
2. The Tamil Refugee Council provided support for Priya and her family when they were initially
forced into detention. This work was important to the advocacy campaign and the family’s
eventual release. Angela asks supporters of #HomeToBilo to support the Tamil Refugee
Council so other Tamils in the same situation can be protected.
3. Speak to your friends, family and faith community about what you can do together to be more
welcoming and supportive of refugee families in your local area and beyond. Please get in
touch with me or a Social Responsibilities Committee member via contact@doingjustice.org.au
if we can be of any assistance.

Features • Thursday 2 June 2022 • By Former refugee from West Papua

“I want Australian Anglicans to know about West Papua”

West Papuan independence leader Benny Wenda (seated far left) met with Parliamentarians in the
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European Union office in Brussels on 12 May 2022. The matter of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights visiting West Papua was discussed at the meeting (Image courtesy of the Free West
Papua Facebook page)

In February I shared with anglican focus readers about how I fled my homeland of West Papua for
Australia many years ago. West Papua had become dangerous for me, so I spent many months
building a canoe, praying and fasting, and planning my escape.
It is estimated that up to 500,000 Indigenous West Papuan men, women and children have died since
the Indonesian takeover.
I know men and women West Papuans who have been abducted and tortured by the Indonesian
authorities. Some of these people have been imprisoned, others were released without being charged
and others managed to escape.
Independence leader, Christian and father Theys Eluay was abducted and killed by the Indonesian
special forces in 2001 at the age of 64. He was a gifted community leader – able to bring West
Papuans together – and therefore seen as a threat. People who knew him tell me that he was a
humble visionary, hardworking and well respected, including in the international community.
I have also heard about women being raped by Indonesian soldiers because they bravely refused to
divulge the whereabouts of their husbands, sons, brothers, fathers and grandfathers who are fighting
for freedom and independence.
On 1 March 2022, three independent United Nations experts reported that:
“Between April and November 2021, we have received allegations indicating several instances of
extrajudicial killings, including of young children, enforced disappearance, torture and inhuman
treatment and the forced displacement of at least 5,000 indigenous Papuans by security forces.”
I want Australian Anglicans to know about West Papua, to learn about what is happening to my people
there and to talk about it. To keep my family in West Papua safe, I need to advocate for West Papuans
anonymously. As part of my advocacy, I volunteer alongside other West Papuan supporters, and this
involves keeping up to date with what Pacific leader allies do and say.
The Pacific Elders’ Voice, which is a group comprising former heads of state, a former US
congressperson and other well-known regional figures, recently issued an urgent call via an open
letter for Indonesia to allow the United Nations into West Papua.
In their 21 April 2022 open letter to regional Pacific bodies the Elders expressed concern that “the
human rights situation” in West Papua has “significantly deteriorated” in recent years.
This is a not a new call. In August 2019, Pacific leaders urged the United Nations to visit the region’s
“festering human rights sore”.
The Indonesia Government agreed to allow the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
to visit West Papua in 2018. However, this visit has never materialised, prompting complaints from the
United Nations.
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More than 80 international states and the European Union Commission (which represents 27
countries) have since publicly called for the United Nations High Commissioner to be allowed into
West Papua. However, Indonesia continues to block this visit.
One has to ask why the Indonesian government is blocking this request given their insistence that
West Papuans are safe and that no human rights abuses are taking place. One also has to ask why
Indonesia is blocking journalists from entering West Papua.
The Pacific Elders are calling on the international community to support their call for the United
Nations High Commissioner to visit West Papua before the Group of 20 (G20) international economic
leaders meet in November in Bali, so that a report may be prepared for consideration by the G20.
The human rights abuses in West Papua have been going on for decades. As a key Pacific leader, the
Australian Government needs to do more to support West Papua, especially ahead of November’s
G20 gathering.
Human rights abuses of West Papuans by the Indonesian Government have gone on for so long that
many people who were born since the Indonesian takeover are now grandparents. That’s why West
Papuan Australians like me need to speak up in support of the Pacific Elders and others who stand up
for the rights of my people to live in peace, freedom and safety.
You can read the full Pacific Elders’ letter online.

There are three things you can do to help West Papuans:
1. Pray for strength for West Papuan people – they are tired and scared and morale is low after
being intimidated for so long.
2. As appropriate for your audience, show a TV report, a TEDx talk or a feature film /
documentary to your congregation, students or ministry members, and discuss what you learn.
3. Contact the new Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator the Hon Penny Wong via email or phone
and/or email or phone your Federal Member of Parliament and ask them to support the Pacific
Elders’ call for the Indonesian Government to allow the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights to visit West Papua ahead of the November G20 meeting in Bali.
ACSQ Justice Unit note: The Justice Unit has asked anglican focus to cover the plight of West
Papuans.
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News • Wednesday 15 June 2022 • By Paige Lena

From exploring Sydney’s estuaries as a boy to studying
the world’s reefs as a leading marine scientist

This year St John's College students and other guests were fortunate to hear from Professor HoeghGuldberg FAA, who is one of the most highly-cited researchers and influential people in climate policy
globally (May 2022)

An eminent Queensland marine scientist recently shared his unique insights about climate change
and associated career pathways to eager university students at St John’s College’s 39th annual
Academic and Professional Dinner.
Every year St John’s College within The University of Queensland hosts the dinner to honour the
academic focus of the college and recognise and celebrate students’ scholarly achievements.
This year students and other guests were fortunate to hear from Professor Hoegh-Guldberg FAA, who
is one of the most highly-cited researchers and influential people in climate policy globally.
Professor Hoegh-Guldberg, who is Professor of marine science at The University of Queensland and
Deputy Director of the ARC Centre for Coral Reef Studies, received the Prince Albert II Climate Change
Award in 2014 and the Banksia Foundation’s International Award in 2016.
At the dinner, Professor Hoegh-Guldberg spoke about the severe impacts of climate change on
Queensland’s Great Barrier Reef over the last 10 years.
“Fifty per cent of shallow water corals on the Great Barrier Reef have died in the last decade, along
with countless thousands of associated species and dependent industries, such as tourism and
fishing,” Professor Hoegh-Guldberg said.
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Professor Hoegh-Guldberg’s words also inspired students and other guests to more urgently address
climate change, particularly as he spoke about the future career pathways that will arise.
“While we must reduce emissions of greenhouse gases to below zero or face a very punishing future –
we also need to recognise that climate change is also a huge market opportunity with some pretty
unambiguous directions for future investment,” he said.
“If we can stabilise the climate over the next two to three decades by rapidly reducing emissions of
greenhouse gases such as CO2, our world will be full of opportunities for people from almost every
employment sector.
“To combat the loss of agricultural productivity in Australia’s drying southeast and southwest, we will
need experts that can develop new temperature tolerant crops – as well as farming techniques that
increase the efficiency of water use.
“We will need teachers, communicators, business investors, engineers, coastal managers,
horticulturalists, fisheries specialists and many more.”
Professor Hoegh-Guldberg spoke of his 30 years’ experience, focusing on what led him to pursue
what would become a ground-breaking career.
“I spent a significant amount of time as a youngster exploring the natural forests and estuaries of
northern Sydney. These experiences led me to a career in the natural sciences,” he said.
“I was very much into ‘science for science’s sake’ – and soon – as a young academic – I expanded my
studies to reefs worldwide, including the Great Barrier Reef. I was fascinated by ‘what makes a coral
reef tick’.”
Vice-Chancellor of The University of Queensland Professor Deborah Terry AO FASSA, commended
Professor Hoegh-Guldberg’s address.
“His points were sobering, but I was inspired to see students respond so positively to his clarity
around what was needed to harness the impact of the technology already available to help address
the climate challenge,” Professor Terry said.
Professor Terry presented the awards to St John’s College students who received exceptional
academic results in 2021.
“I was so impressed with the students’ achievements, particularly given the ongoing impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic,” she said.
“It was a great pleasure for me to have the opportunity to attend this year’s St John’s Academic and
Professional Dinner.”
Third-year student Leyla Massoud received the award for Biomedical Science and an Academic
Excellence award.
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Vice-Chancellor of The University of Queensland Professor Deborah Terry AO FASSA presented the award
for Biomedical Science and an Academic Excellence award to third-year student Leyla Massoud (May
2022)

Ms Massoud said that Professor Ove Hoegh-Guldberg’s speech changed her perspective on damage
to the climate.
“We often hear of only the negative effects of climate change, which can make one quite fearful for
the future ahead,” Ms Massoud said.
“Professor Hoegh-Guldberg offered us a different perspective on climate change, and he showed us
the possibilities of the future. It definitely had an impact on many, including myself.
“His speech was incredible, and I am very grateful to hear from someone who not only has a
considerable amount of expertise on such an important subject, but who sees hope for the future of
humanity.”
Vice Warden at St John’s College Dr Areti (Ari) Metuamate said the dinner is “an important event in the
annual calendar, celebrating a long intellectual tradition at St John’s.”
He, too, was impressed by Professor Hoegh-Guldberg’s speech, particularly the action he encouraged
people to take.
“I think our guest speaker did an amazing job in highlighting the fact that climate change is both a
threat to the planet, but also a calling for the people to do something about it now,” he said.
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“He emphasised that there is an opportunity before us to change the way we, as humankind, live and
behave.”

Spotlight Q&A • Wednesday 15 June 2022 • By Diann Eadeh

Q&A with St Margaret’s Old Girl, St John’s Crisis Centre
President and Gold Coast Volunteer of the Year, Diann
Eadeh

St John's Crisis Centre President Diann Eadeh with members of the Order of St John (the Order of St John
are a major supporter of the centre) Andi von Zeppelin and Janis and Kevin Wolfe in 2020

Where do you currently live and work?
I live in Burleigh Heads on the Gold Coast. Since retiring 12 years ago, I have volunteered for a
number of organisations. I am currently working as a volunteer at St John’s Crisis Centre, which is an
outreach of St John’s Anglican Church, Surfers Paradise.

What is your current role, including any voluntary roles, and what does your role
involve?
I’ve been the St John’s Crisis Centre Welfare Manager for several years and President of the Board for
two years. Both roles are undertaken in a voluntary capacity. Some of my key activities include
interviewing people who approach us in a crisis and helping to identify the best way to assist them;
referring people to other services; giving presentations to schools and organisations about St John’s;
supervising university and TAFE students doing placements; assisting with the free daily lunch service;
sourcing items for welfare packages; organising Christmas hampers; and, fundraising.
I see my role as assisting our clients in achieving self-sustainability and increasing St John’s supporting
activities, so they are commensurate with the ever-increasing needs of our community.
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How long have you been involved in the Anglican Church and in what roles?
My high school years were spent at St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School in Ascot, which has a
reputation for empowering students to achieve whatever they set their minds to. The school gave me
a greater sense of caring and I see my roles at St John’s Crisis Centre as the culmination of God’s plan
for me.

What is the mission and purpose of St John’s Crisis Centre?
Our mission is to assist any vulnerable and disadvantaged person in our community. Our Crisis Centre
respects each and every client and is not judgemental.

You were awarded 2021 Volunteer of The Year for the Gold Coast – what did this
recognition mean to you and the St John’s Crisis Centre team?
I see the achievement of Gold Coast Volunteer of the Year as recognition of the team effort provided
by St John’s Crisis Centre in supporting those in need. It demonstrated to us that what we do is valued
by the wider community.

What projects and activities are you currently working on?
One of the scourges of our society is the prevalence of domestic and family violence. Providing safe
temporary accommodation for these survivors is an absolute priority of the crisis centre. This is
becoming increasingly difficult with the lack of available and affordable housing. Consequently, there
are an increasing number of women sleeping in their cars with their children.
In partnership with St Peter’s, Southport and the Diocese of Brisbane, two units purchased by St
Peter’s are providing emergency accommodation for mothers fleeing domestic and family violence
with their children through St John’s Crisis Centre.

What has been one of the highlights of your time in your role as Welfare Manager and
President of St John’s Crisis Centre?
The two units are housing two families. Knowing that one of these families can sleep safely without
threat of violence and knowing that the other family has beds to sleep in instead of their car, has
brought relief to all of us at the centre.

What have been the key challenges of your roles so far and how have you worked
through these?
We are constantly trying to source the funds to achieve the almost impossible with respect to the
varied needs of our clients, whether it be providing accommodation or money for car registrations,
school uniforms and fees, utility bills, or simply to put food on the table. To have been in a position to
positively change one person’s world gives us the strength to continue God’s Mission.

What are your plans and goals for the next 12 months?
We will continue our search for corporate sponsors to help fund safe, transitional accommodation for
various groups of vulnerable clients in crisis who have “fallen through the cracks”.
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A major fundraiser is our Christmas in July luncheon at the Gold Coast Turf Club. From this year, this
event will be held annually on the last Saturday of July. Tickets can be purchased via email to
tammi@stjohnscc.org.au.

Can you tell us a little about your personal faith journeys?
I am fortunate to have been a part of a loving family whose support has given me the strength to
address the needs of financially and emotionally disadvantaged people, potential suicide victims,
clients impacted by domestic violence, mental health sufferers and people who are homeless. Without
faith, none of this could be achieved. My faith gives me the strength I need.

How does your faith inspire you and shape your outlook, life choices and character?
I believe God has given me such direction in life and the optimism and courage to achieve beneficial
outcomes for others.

“A 1968 newspaper photo of Year 12 St Margaret’s students with French texts in hand prepping for our
final exams – I am pictured far right” (Diann Eadeh née Browning)

What is your favourite scripture and why?
The Sermon on the Mount because it encapsulates the best goals for humanity.
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What person of faith inspires you the most and why?
Mother Teresa was a totally selfless human being who shared and practised the Word of God.

2022’s Diocesan theme is “Being Together: Embracing Joy”. What are some practical
ways that we can celebrate the way differences help to make us whole and the
importance of diversity in our unity?
By doing what we do at St John’s, the smiles on the faces of our clients reinforces the humanity of
what Jesus preached. During COVID-19 lockdowns our daily free lunches were served via takeaway.
Now that we have returned to daily sit-down lunches, we are reminded of how important face-to-face
conversations over a meal is.

Why is Reconciliation with First Nations peoples important?
It is and always will be their Country. Their Country was occupied and their children taken from their
families. Christians need to be a part of reconciling this history.

What is it important to celebrate NAIDOC Week?
I think it’s important that the cultures and achievements of First Nations peoples are recognised and
celebrated in a dedicated week annually.

What are the primary strengths of the Church and what is the best way to make the
most of these for the benefit of our communities?
The primary strength of the Church is that it gets out and practises what it preaches. This, in
turn, benefits that part of the community that our Centre tries to support.

What is the kindest gesture you have ever received or witnessed?
We have a sponsor who kindly donates cash each Christmas for us to share with specific clients who
are really doing it tough. This sharing is what the Christmas spirit is all about.

What is the best piece of advice you have ever received and who gave you this advice?
When I was volunteering at the Queensland Cancer Fund, I heard the words, “Walk where they are”.
Empathy is my guiding principle.

What do you do in your free time to recharge and relax?
I enjoy long walks on the beach and spending time with my family.

If you found yourself on a deserted island, what three things would you choose to have
with you?
Two bottles of wine, a chardonnay and a red, and a corkscrew.
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Where do you do your best thinking?
When I’m walking along the beach. The sound of the waves clears the debris, so I can focus.

What is your karaoke go-to song?
None…my family won’t let me sing. When my son was two years old, he said, “Mummy, please don’t
sing.”

What book have you given away most as a gift and why?
A book I wrote called A Life in the Day of Diann Eadeh that supports people who find out they were
adopted later in life. I was 55 when I found out I was adopted. I knew that if I didn’t write it all down,
that I would forget the details.

If you could only eat one thing for the rest of your life, what would that be?
Cheese. A hard Italian cheese.
Editor’s note: If you would like to find out more about St John’s Crisis Centre visit their
website or contact Dianne Kozik for a tour of the centre. If you would like to donate either a
one-off amount or monthly, please visit the St John’s Crisis Centre website or contact Dianne
Kozik on (07) 5531 6013 or via admin@stjohnscc.org.au (please leave a message – phone
sometimes aren’t answered when the St John’s team are helping people face to face). If you are
in immediate danger, call 000 for police or ambulance help. For a list of helplines and websites
available to women, children and men, visit this page on the Queensland Government website.
Find out more about this year’s NAIDOC Week events by visiting the anglican focus Events page.
For more information and resources for this year’s NAIDOC Week, please visit the NAIDOC
Week website.

Page 22 of 41

Films & TV • Monday 13 June 2022 • By Jonathan Sargeant

Benediction

Filmmaker Terrence Davies has made a stunning array of sombre, reflective films in his career. Some
might remember A Quiet Passion, his 2016 depiction of the times of American poet, Emily Dickinson.
There Davies explored the loss and sadness Dickinson encountered in a life where her delicate talent
seemed destined for obscurity. In Benediction Davies deals with similar themes through a harsher lens
– desolation and despondency, extending these towards the eternal struggle to bring meaning to the
chaos of war.
In Benediction Jack Lowden portrays war hero and anti-war poet Siegfried Sassoon for much of his life.
A young actor reminiscent of Tom Hiddleston and even fellow Scot James McAvoy, he bears the weight
of the emotional turmoil Sassoon underwent in World War I, before being awarded the Military Cross
for bravery and then denouncing the conflict. It is this transformational experience that effectively
scars him for the rest of his life. Davies curates these experiences and their aftermath using a varied
mixture of actual World War I footage and cinematic techniques to communicate the spiritual
wounding of war most effectively.
Sassoon, of course, used poetry as a means of navigating the horrors left on his psyche. His writings
included ‘A Soldier’s Declaration’, read out in the House of Commons in 1917, protesting what he saw
as the prolonging of the war for national interests. Sassoon hoped such a message would enable a
fuller anti-war conversation, but a well-meaning ally and contemporary of Oscar Wilde, Robbie Ross
(sympathetically played by Simon Russell Beale), fears an execution for treason and has him
committed to a military psychiatric hospital to be treated for shell shock. Sassoon is enraged, but
there he befriends fellow young poet Wilfred Owen, whose ‘Disabled’ is featured to heartbreaking
effect in this film. In fact, it is during the representations of this and Sassoon’s poetry that Benediction
really soars. I wanted more of that.
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In a more conventional story, one might expect a growing movement to arise through Sassoon’s
words, leading to a triumphant moment of a declared ceasefire or armistice. This is not to be. In the
film’s latter half Sassoon ricochets through a series of relationships with other creative types such as
famed songwriter Ivor Novello and socialite Stephen Tennant. This period is a little grating, but
intentionally so, as the poet strives to cure terrifying memories of the trenches with superficial
triviality or alternatively, committed relationships of depth. Neither dulls the pain to Sassoon’s horror,
though the film continues to draw one in with many caustic bon mots that border on very dark
humour.
Eventually the film depicts Sassoon embarking on other strategies to find what remains elusive. First
he marries Hester Gatty (Kate Phillips). Though the film often moves around the timeline of the poet’s
life, the transition here is the most striking. Peter Capaldi of Doctor Who fame plays Sassoon in the
latter part of his life for a handful of scenes and the once vibrant Hetty becomes older and seemingly
despondent in the hands of seasoned character actor Gemma Jones. A son has not proved the saviour
of a sad life either. As a young man, George Sassoon is withering in his assessment of Siegfried’s
pragmatic conversion to Catholicism.
For all of this, Benediction remains a subtle film, where a very upper-class restraint is exposed as the
very least effective treatment for emotional healing. That it finishes with a sublime and extended
fadeout is altogether fitting. A “benediction” is a divine invocation for blessing or help. The film
Benediction is also such a thing, a desperate and lingering cry for wholeness amidst some of the very
worst that humanity can inflict upon itself.
Benediction, rated M and directed by Terrence Davies is currently showing in cinemas. The
official trailer can be viewed on YouTube.
Editor’s note 21/02/2022: Interested in learning more about film, the Arts, and the many
intersections with life and faith? Jonathan Sargeant teaches ‘THL256 Theology and the Arts’ in
second semester at St Francis College. Contact Sheilagh, the College Registrar, on 07 5514 7403
or via sheilagh.obrien@anglicanchurchsq.org.au for more information.
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Homilies & Addresses • Friday 10 June 2022 • By Matthew Dalton

TSS Yarning Circle launch

The Southport School's Yarning Circle was launched on 2 June 2022 during National Reconciliation Week

Firstly, I’d like to pay my respects to the Indigenous people of this Land both past and present and
extend my respects to those in attendance today.
The feeling of walking throughout this school hasn’t changed since I first started here as a student and
no matter how many times I get asked to speak, I feel both nervous and excited.
Being back here at TSS is an absolute honour, while also being given the opportunity to be a staff
member and give back to the school is an even better feeling.
The most common thing I am asked every day by students is what House was I in? I still remember the
first time I walked through the McKinley doors after my interview to join the school with my mum and
Mr Hawkins.
I was told by Mr Hawkins, who was himself a McKinley Old Boy, that I was heading into the best House
in the school and that under the reigns of then Housemaster Mr Watt, I’ll fit in just fine.
This week is National Reconciliation Week and it is a time when we as a community can connect to
learn about everyone’s stories, culture and backgrounds. I am originally from Western NSW in the
Brewarrina area, and I am a member of the Ngemba and Ualaroi peoples. Reconciliation Week has a
theme and this year the theme is “Be Brave, Make Change”.
“Being Brave” is encouraging you to leave your comfort zone and to take that risk that will have a
positive impact to your life, whether you are trying a new sport, instrument or subject.
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By starting to make changes and unlocking new abilities, we can strengthen the TSS community and
also bring everyone closer together, which is what Reconciliation is all about.
“Be Brave, Make Change” fits perfectly with the new TSS Yarning Circle that we are opening today. Our
Indigenous boys being brave and making a change within the school to open a welcoming area for our
whole community to use and helping TSS become the first Anglican and GPS School in the country to
have a Yarning Circle is absolutely amazing and something we all should be proud of.
It is important to acknowledge an Old Boy of the school and an Elder of the community, Uncle
Graham Dillon, who passed recently. Uncle Graham’s totem is being displayed on the totem poles to
pay respects to his input in the school’s community and the wider Gold Coast Region. We thank the
Dillon family for being in attendance today.
I cannot praise our Indigenous Banam Bowie students enough for taking action with ideas and
designs and acknowledging Mr Brown, Mr Eardley and Mr Lestro for their efforts in assisting with the
project.
Further my gratitude to the teaching staff that have assisted me with my new role at TSS, in particular
Mr Bos who has worked incredibly hard to make this day happen also. Thank you to the boys and
staff for being here today, to our ground staff for doing an exceptional job preparing the area, and the
special guests and also my family who are also in attendance today.

Features • Tuesday 14 June 2022 • By Adrian Gibb

From reluctant convert to active lay leader

"The theme of our most recent Café Church service was the Holy Spirit because the Saturday service
followed Pentecost Sunday" (Adrian Gibb with St Thomas' Toowong treasurer David Allen and The Rev'd
Tom Sullivan in June 2022)
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My wife, Mary-Jane, and I had our son, Hamish, baptised at St Mark’s Anglican Church, The Gap in
2005. This was chiefly because Hamish’s godmother Elizabeth Hobman worshipped there. At the same
time, Liz recommended that I attend an Alpha course that was being directed by the then rector,
Canon Ron Bundy.
While I was baptised an Anglican and attended Sunday School as a child, I did not have any religion in
my life at the time. It was Father Ron who really brought me to my faith. He did so through actions
more than words. I had broken my ankle and he called me each day to ask if I needed anything and
offered to pick me up and drive me to the Alpha sessions. When I struggled with parts of the New
Testament, like the passages in Acts 5.1-11 about Ananias and his wife Sapphira, rather than wax
lyrical with a theological monologue, Father Ron would helpfully say, “Adrian, Jesus wants a
relationship with you. For now, don’t sweat the small stuff!”
Then I was introduced to the mid-19th century allegorical painting The Light of the World by English
artist William Holman Hunt. The painting depicts Jesus carrying a lamp outside as he is just about to
knock on a long-unopened door overgrown with vegetation. I read an article in which the artist was
asked why there was no handle on the door that Jesus was preparing to knock on. He replied that the
door can only be opened from the other side. Opening the door to Jesus was the final step I needed to
take – a kind of reasoned surrender. I took this step and have been a committed Anglican ever since.
Some years later I began worshipping at St Thomas’, Toowong. In 2010 The Rev’d Tom Sullivan held a
course on progressive Christianity in the parish centre. We got along immediately and I suggested that
we create the group PAX (Progressive Anglican Christians), which could have a monthly guest speaker
and discussion.
PAX is one of many lay ministries I am a part of at Toowong. As an outreach, the group is faith in
action. Outreach is important to me because I want to do more than attend Sunday morning services.
While I am more than capable, as many at Toowong could attest to, of sitting and talking at length on
things doctrinal or theological, my faith is very much a reflection of the three-legged stool of the
Anglican via media (or middle way) – with scripture, tradition and reason all important.
CS Lewis, another reluctant Christian convert, is oft quoted as saying, “Regarding the debate about
faith and works: It’s like asking which blade in a pair of scissors is most important.”
So I also feel compelled to contribute in practical ways – giving some of my time and energy to small
groups and special services that bring people together in fellowship and worship.
This is why the small groups I lead and help coordinate are so special to me. As well as offering an
opportunity for a different type of worship, and indeed, a different theological take on many matters,
they enable The Parish of Toowong to be discovered. I can immediately bring to mind many current
parishioners who found their way to the parish through PAX or our Café Church services, which we
began in 2012. I can also think of others who were drawn by the special Taizé–style services that we
regularly hold.
I feel my role within the parish is to try (in my own small way) to provide alternative pathways into the
Church and to help give those already in the parish additional rich ways to worship.
PAX (Progressive Anglican Christians) was the first group I commenced with The Rev’d Tom Sullivan
back in 2010. On the last Wednesday of each month we have a 5.30pm Eucharist service in the church,
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following which we move into the parish centre where we enjoy a shared meal. At around 7pm, a
guest speaker presents and then we hold a Q&A time.
Over the years we have heard from incredible speakers. These include Muslim, Jewish (both Orthodox
and Reform), Buddhist, Baháʼí, Sufi and Zoroastrian followers. We have also been blessed to hear from
those of different denominations, including Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Baptist, Lutheran, Quaker and
Liberal Catholic Church of Australia speakers, among others.
From within our own Diocese we have been privileged to welcome as guest speakers the late Canon
Dr Nigel Leaves; The Very Rev’d Dr Peter Catt; former principal of St Francis College, The Rev’d Dr
Steven Ogden; The Rev’d Dr Greg Jenks; Bishop Alison Taylor; Bishop Godfrey Fryar; Archbishop Philip
Aspinall; and, members of the Society of the Sacred Advent, the Anglican Society of St Francis, and the
Oratory of the Good Shepherd.
In 2014 Archbishop Phillip gave a comprehensive talk on Anglican Identity. His talk was used to
develop a series of videos on the topic for the wider Diocese.
PAX is also a wonderful avenue for dispelling misconceptions, especially when we have inter-faith
speakers. We do not try and convert them and they do not try and convert us. We gather together in
fellowship, learning about peacemaking.
As part of a PAX outreach in 2019, a large day-long workshop titled ‘Faith in Action’ was held at St
Thomas’. Bishop Jeremy Greaves spoke at this event, as did Roman Catholic Bishop Bill Morris. We
also had a panel discussion and Q&A with The Rev’d Dr Ray Barraclough, The Rev’d Dr Cerri Wynne,
The Ven. Tiffany Sparks, Denis Freeman (coordinator of the Centenary Suburbs PAX group) and a
representative of the Uniting Church. This was a well-attended event and an effective parish outreach.
We also have an online presence as a Facebook Group, which I co-administer with Liturgical Assistant
Joe Samson – the group has have over 100 members throughout the world.
Out of all the St Thomas’, Toowong ministries I am involved in, I am especially proud of PAX.
Café Church began in 2012. On the second Saturday of each month we gather at the parish centre
around a table and have an informal service, which includes songs, recitation of the Beatitudes,
readings, the passing of the peace and a blessing from The Rev’d Tom to finish. Each service covers a
key topic. The theme of our most recent Café Church service was the Holy Spirit because the Saturday
service followed Pentecost Sunday.
Café Church was created to foster fellowship and informal worship. We hold the service on a
Saturday, allowing an alternative for those who can’t make Sunday mornings. We have people coming
to Café Church who feel a part of the parish as much as those who attend Sunday morning services.
Although some Café Church regulars also join in the Sunday service, which is another way that Café
Church serves the parish.
Taizé–style services have been a feature of our parish since 2013. Parishioner Margaret Walker and I
coordinate these special services, which are inspired by the famous French Taizé community chants.
Margaret always plays the piano, and she is sometimes accompanied by a flute or a recorder. This
year we made Taizé–style services a regular event, offering these every second month. During these
services the church is candle-lit and the congregation joins in the melodic chanting. The feedback
from these services is always positive, with many speaking of feeling a unique connection with God.
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Taizé–style services have been a feature of The Parish of Toowong since 2013

The Percy Collins Blanket Drive, named after a beloved late parishioner, was initially started by PAX in
2012. However, within a couple of years, it became a popular parish-wide event. Each May when the
weather begins to cool, we collect as many blankets and warm clothing as we can and distribute these
to various organisations that care for those suffering during the winter months. We also usually keep
some blankets aside for the RSPCA.
I love being an Anglican, sincerely. I am very “high church” and I love the concept of the via media – the
middle way, between Roman Catholicism and Protestantism. I am also proud to belong to a Diocese
that embraces comprehensive Anglican identity and purpose.
Regarding my various lay parish activities – it is vital to me that I feel as though I am contributing. I
recall once hearing a cricket commentator say that 90 per cent of people can find the problems, but
only about 10 per cent can come up with solutions and act on them. So I strive to be a part of the 10
per cent.
Helping to provide alternatives for those seeking a spiritual home is highly rewarding and very
enjoyable. And, my own spiritual foundations and knowledge have also deepened. I would like to
thank The Rev’d Tom, fellow parishioners Margaret Walker and Joe Sampson, and all Parish of
Toowong community members who have supported my faith and initiatives over the years.

10 outreach tips for lay leaders towards building flourishing faith communities
1. Talk with your parish priest and other lay leaders about your ideas to seek suggestions and
insights and consider how your idea can be aligned with the parish’s Mission Plan.
2. Start small and build organically – as more people get involved, then think about widening the
initiative’s scope/activities.
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3. Offer an online option (such as a Facebook Group and Zoom alternative) so people unable to
attend in person can still join in.
4. Keep the small group to regular days/times so it becomes part of the rhythm of people’s lives
and is easier for people to remember (e.g. last Saturday of the month at 10am).
5. Actively encourage parishioners to invite a person who isn’t a parishioner to your small group/s
and ask parishioners to bring them along to the first gathering.
6. Promote your group via your own channels with essential details and a clear call to action (e.g.
social media, website and pew bulletin) as well as on other channels for wider reach (e.g.
anglican focus, ‘Wednesday Weekly’, online and shop-front community noticeboards, local
suburban magazines/newspapers, flyers).
7. Take quality photos of gatherings for posting on social media channels and future promotions
(ensuring you have sensitively sought consent from those present).
8. Make involvement in small group initiatives free or ‘via gold coin donation’ – this is easier if the
format is kept simple.
9. Welcome suggestions and increased involvement (e.g. assistance) from group participants so
they feel both invested and included.
10. Ensure that people living with disability or impairments have easy access to parking, the
building/space and the content (e.g. by reserving car parks, using microphones, enabling sound
connection with hearing aids, using PowerPoint slides, and tactfully discussing people’s
individual needs with them, etc).

News • Wednesday 15 June 2022

Kirami centenarian celebrates milestone with family

Thelma Brown celebrated her 100th birthday with close family recently (she is pictured with her
daughter Coralie at Anglicare Southern Queensland’s Kirami Residential Aged Care Home in Hervey Bay)
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A Kirami resident recently celebrated her centenarian birthday with close family members and staff.
Thelma was born on Mother’s Day on 14 May, 1922 at her home in Railway Street, Guildford NSW to
parents Russell and Nellie Rigelsford.
Her dad was a carpenter and builder and her mother was a homemaker. She was the eldest of a
family of seven, with four brothers and two sisters.
A short time later, her family moved to 60 Belmont Street, Merrylands.
Thelma described it as a small town in the country with dirt roads, one pub, three churches, a
butcher’s shop, a corner store, and two petrol stations. She lived in a weatherboard house on a
double block of land, with a huge garden of fruit trees, veggie patches and a chook house.
The home consisted of three bedrooms, a dining room, kitchen, lounge, and an inside bathroom.
Outside was the laundry and the “outhouse”.
Thelma remembers fondly her family dining room where they kept the piano.
Both parents played the piano, and she remembers singing along as they played. Her not-so-fond
memories are of having to walk through the fernery at night-time to get to the toilet.
As a child, Thelma’s favourite activities were to play marbles and to ride the boys’ scooter.
She had a doll that she treasured, but gave it away when her sister Iris was born, as she felt she didn’t
need a doll anymore now she had Iris! Thelma enjoyed school, but had to leave early to go to work at
14 years old. Thelma worked as a bookbinder at Waite and Bull printers in Sydney, travelling by train
daily, 90 minutes each way. During World War II she continued to work as normal, and every Friday
night she went to David Jones and joined with other young people making mosquito nets for the boys
in the war.
At 20 years old she met and fell in love with Harry Brown. They were married on 17 March 1944 at the
Guildford Methodist church. They had two children, a girl Coralie and a boy Phillip. She now has six
grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren.
There have always been loads of cupboards and tables full of craft supplies, dried leaves and flowers,
shells, stones, and rock collections, from exploring the beach and the bush!
Thelma’s favourite hobbies were doing bark and shell pictures, painting and pencil sketching. She
loved making her own personalised gift cards for family and friends. She also had a large camera with
fancy lenses and was a keen photographer. Thelma enjoyed knitting and crocheting and for several
years sold her own mohair wool shawls, which she crocheted after spinning the wool on her own
spinning wheel.
Thelma and Harry had celebrated 63 years of marriage when he passed away at 87 years old in 2007.
Happy 100th birthday, Thelma.
First published on the Anglicare Southern Queensland website on 14 June 2022.
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John the Baptist: Jewish prophet, itinerant preacher and
Christian saint

The Baptism of Christ by David Zelenka (Image sourced from Wikimedia Commons: Creative Commons
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported)

Like many others I first encountered John the Baptist as a child listening to Bible readings during
Sunday services and in school Religious Education classes. During these services and classes, John’s
familial connection to Jesus and his importance in preparing the way for Jesus’ ministry were
highlighted.
The humble and faithful John we see in the Bible provides – for me, at least – a guide for how to live
life and practise faith authentically. Instead of seeking the limelight and glory, John quietly stood up
for what is right and good.
An example of John’s humility and faithfulness is found in Matthew 3.11-15 when he acknowledged
the overarching power and authority of Jesus, then stepping aside for him:
“‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I
am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowingfork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented
him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be
so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented.”
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While much of the New Testament naturally concentrates on the life and ministry of Jesus, details on
John are comparatively minimal despite his significance. The New Testament briefly focuses on his
role as a prophet and preacher in helping prepare the way for Jesus’ early ministry.
The Bible tells us that John and Jesus were maternal kin. We are told that their mothers Elizabeth and
Mary, respectively, were cousins. However, the word “cousin” in Greek, suggenis, translates as
“kinswoman”. Whether they were cousins or more distantly related, Elizabeth and Mary had a very
close bond. Mary stayed with Elizabeth while they were both pregnant, and after Mary’s arrival:
“When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby [John] leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit.” (Luke 1.41)
Just as Jesus’ birth was foretold to Mary by the Archangel Gabriel (Luke 1.26-38), John’s birth was
foretold by Gabriel six months earlier to John’s father Zechariah, who was a priest (Luke 1.8-20).
Gabriel told Zechariah that his son would prepare the way for Jesus:
“’You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of
the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy
Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of
Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’”
While information on John is scant, some suggest that he was linked to the Essenes – an ascetic
monastic community that thrived in Palestine from the second century BC to the end of the first
century AD.
John commenced his ministry after withdrawing into the desert for a lengthy period. When he
emerged in the lower Jordan River valley as a prophet baptising people, he:
“…wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey.” (Matthew 3.4)
The public ministry of John commenced between AD 27-29, which is approximated based on helpful
information provided in Luke 3.1-3 regarding who were the political leaders of the time:
“In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”
Over time John’s popularity and influence grew. He was arrested by Herod after John denounced
Herod’s scandalous marriage to Herodias (because the union breached Jewish law) and Herod’s other
wrongdoings:
“But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and
because of all the evil things that Herod had done, added to them all by shutting up John in prison.”
(Luke 3.19-20)
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In Matthew 14.1-12 we are told that Herod reluctantly ordered the beheading of John after Herodias’
daughter requested it in vengeance:
“Though Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd, because they regarded him as a
prophet. But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the company, and
she pleased Herod so much that he promised on oath to grant her whatever she might
ask. Prompted by her mother, she said, ‘Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.’ The
king was grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he commanded it to be given; he
sent and had John beheaded in the prison.”
Based on the work of Jewish historian (37-100 AD), Flavius Jospehus, some commentators argue that
John’s popularity may have contributed to the execution order. It is possible that Herod was worried
that John’s large following could have led to riots, which would have threatened his position as ruler if
the Roman authorities deemed him incapable of keeping order in his province.
John is commemorated by the Church as a Jewish prophet and Christian saint. His feast day is 24 June.
He is variously recognised as the patron saint of the sick, nurses, tailors, booksellers, printers, heart
patients and firefighters, as well as of Jordan, Cornwall in England, Quebec in Canada, Puerto Rico and
several Italian cities.
While John the Baptist’s ascetic life isn’t attainable for a city-dwelling Holy Hermits Online member like
myself, I am inspired by his life of simplicity, his call for people to be just and charitable and how his
ministry emerged from a period of hermit-like solitude.
St John’s life is marked by humility, faithfulness and courageous. So John gives me cause to think
about the way I practise my faith and his example encourages me to thank God for the opportunity to
serve my church and community.
Editor’s note: Holy Hermits Online is a flourishing online faith community led by The Rev’d
Jamee Callard with the support of St John’s Cathedral. To find out more about this unique
outreach ministry, visit the Holy Hermits Online website.

News • Wednesday 15 June 2022 • By Philippe Coquerand

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
Anglicare Southern Queensland supports World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD), which
recognises the importance of the rights of older people, and prevention against mistreatment and
harm occurring in their communities.
Recognised annually on 15 June, the day aims to highlight one of the worst manifestations of ageism
and inequality in our society – elder abuse.
Elder abuse is any act that causes harm to an older person and is carried out by someone they know
and trust, such as a family member or friend.
Older people have an essential role in the fabric of our society. We as a community need to
acknowledge their importance and recognise they are entitled to the respect and dignity of their
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communities and families. Rates of elder abuse are significantly under reported and the Australian
Institute of Family Studies estimates up to 14 per cent of older people in Australia are affected.
“It is important to raise awareness about elder abuse, to ensure older people are respected and
included within our community,” said Kate Hawkins, Anglicare Southern Queensland’s Group Manager
for Residential Aged Care and Retirement Living.
“There is no excuse for elder abuse.”
Abuse comes in many forms from physical, psychological to financial. The warning signs of elder
abuse may include an older person seeming fearful, anxious or isolated. There may be injuries, or an
absence of personal care. Forced and unexplained changes to legal documents or finances are of
concern.
As elder abuse occurs behind closed doors, it’s important for loved ones to look out for the signs,
actively listen and offer help.
Minister for Seniors Craig Crawford said elder abuse is never acceptable.
“Older Queenslanders are owed a debt of gratitude for the wonderful legacy they’ve given us in our
great state,” Mr Crawford said.
“We all have a duty of care to ensure seniors are supported to enjoy happy, healthy, and active lives.
“Sadly, many instances of elder abuse occur within family relationships, or it is someone they know
and trust.
“Through our collective effort, we can help older Queenslanders to be safe and free from abuse, so
they can live with respect and dignity.”
Older people can reduce the risk of elder abuse by making sure their financial, medical, legal, and
other affairs are in order. They must also be empowered to recognise the signs of elder abuse and
encouraged to seek help.
For confidential advice, support, and referrals, call the Elder Abuse Helpline on 1300 651 192.
Visit the Queensland Government website for more information about elder abuse prevention and
services.
First published on the Anglicare Southern Queensland website on 15 June 2022.
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Bishop Poggo to take over from Idowu-Fearon as the
Communion’s next secretary-general

The Right Rev'd Anthony Poggo

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s adviser on Anglican Communion affairs, The Right Rev’d Anthony
Poggo, has been appointed as the next secretary-general of the Anglican Communion, it was
announced on Tuesday.
Bishop Poggo, who is 58, will take up the post at the start of September, and will succeed Dr Josiah
Idowu-Fearon, who is due to retire at the end of August after serving a seven-year term.
The secretary-general leads the staff team at the Anglican Communion Office in London, which serves
the four Instruments of Communion: the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Primates’ Meeting, the
Anglican Consultative Council, and the Lambeth Conference.
Before taking up his post at Lambeth Palace six years ago, Bishop Poggo was the Bishop of Kajo-Keji in
the Episcopal Church of South Sudan.
At the age of one, he moved with his family from what is now South Sudan to Uganda to escape the
first Sudanese Civil War. They returned in 1973, when he was aged nine.
Speaking at a press conference on Tuesday, Bishop Poggo declined to comment specifically on the UK
Government’s plans to deport asylum-seekers to Rwanda, which bishops have condemned, because
“it will not be appropriate for me to be commenting on matters that are very specific to Provinces”.
Speaking from his own experience as a child refugee, however, he said: “If, in 1964, arriving at the
Ugandan border, my family was to be asked to be transported thousands of miles away, say, to Egypt,
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it would have been difficult, as it would have meant that, if we were in Egypt, after nine years, it would
have been harder for us to come back to South Sudan.”
Bishop Poggo said on Tuesday that Dr Idowu-Fearon would leave “big shoes to fill”. One of the items
in Bishop Poggo’s in-tray when he starts will be “to support the instruments of the Anglican
Communion as they implement the outcomes of the 2022 Lambeth Conference,” he said.
Archbishop Welby announced last week that the Lambeth Conference would not pass resolutions, but
will instead make short statements known as “Lambeth Calls”.
Bishop Poggo said: “It’s important to say that the Lambeth Conference is not a synod — so it does not
have the authority to come up with resolutions that they will then say ‘You need to, as Provinces,
implement this.’”
Instead, he expected bishops to go back to their Provinces with the “calls”, and “they will then discuss
in their various structures, so that they then begin to implement them.”
“Now, that does not mean that whatever happens at the Lambeth Conference is of no value. Yes, it
influences and goes down to the local level, to the diocesan level, and the provincial level…My
understanding is that these are ‘calls’ the Church is being called to undertake A, B, C, D.”
He said that details of how this would happen would be communicated at a subsequent press
conference.
Asked whether he agreed with Dr Idowu-Fearon’s belief that divisions in the Communion had become
less bitter and rancorous in recent years (News, 24 September 2021), Bishop Poggo agreed that the
Communion had “moved on”. He referred to the “huge change” in the way in which Primates’
Meetings had happened.
The GAFCON movement, he said, was to be welcomed if it was “for fellowship”, but, if seen as an
“alternative to the Communion”, it was not. A number of Primates in the Global South took the same
view, he said.
Bishop Poggo said that he would do what he could to encourage all Primates to participate in the
structures of the Communion. Last week, Archbishop Welby wrote to the Primates of Nigeria, Rwanda,
and Uganda, saying that they and bishops from their Provinces are still welcome at the Lambeth
Conference, despite repeated indications of a boycott (News, 10 June).
“We are a family,” Bishop Poggo said, “and, as a family, we do what we can for members of the family
who for one reason or another at the moment do not feel that they should be participating in aspects
of the family…I will use whatever it takes to ensure that we are together as a family. Within a family
there are disagreements. Disagreements should not make us leave being part of that family.”
Bishop Poggo was ordained deacon in 1995, and priest in 1996, before which he worked for Scripture
Union, ministering to Sudanese refugees in Uganda. He graduated from Juba University with a degree
in Management and Public Administration, and also holds an MA in Biblical Studies from the Nairobi
International School of Theology, in Kenya.
Another task for Bishop Poggo will be preparations for the 18th meeting of the Anglican Consultative
Council, which is due to take place in Accra, Ghana, in February 2023.
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Archbishop Welby welcomed Bishop Poggo’s appointment: “Over the past six years, he has built up an
immense knowledge of our global Communion and its people as my adviser on Anglican Communion
affairs. And in that time many people in the Communion have got to know Anthony, too — and I am
sure that they will join with me in welcoming his appointment.
“Anthony’s wise counsel and his heart for the gospel will be put to good use in his new role.”
The Primate of South Sudan, The Most Rev’d Justin Badi-Arama, said: “We thank God that, out of the
suffering Church in South Sudan, God has raised Bishop Anthony to this highest position…We
encourage him to always be guided by the scriptures as we support him in prayers.”
First published in Church Times on 14 June2022. Visit the Church Times website to subscribe
today.

News • Wednesday 15 June 2022 • By Anglican Communion News Service

Tree planted at Anglican Communion Office to celebrate
Queen Elizabeth’s Jubilee

Queen Elizabeth II

The Secretary General of the Anglican Communion, Archbishop Josiah Idowu-Fearon, has planted a
tree in the garden of the Anglican Communion Office – the London-based secretariat for the
worldwide Anglican Communion – as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy. The Anglican Communion
Office is a former convent. The site’s enclosed garden is used by staff and visitors to the building in
Notting Hill, London.
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The tree planted in the Anglican Communion Office garden is an Acer Palmatum Dissectum Viride – a
Japanese Maple shaped as a rounded bush, which has deeply dissected lime green leaves in the
spring and summer before turning into a deep golden yellow in the autumn. Staff gathered in the
garden for the tree planting ceremony, which took the form of a simple liturgical act of worship.
The Rev’d Rachel Carnegie, Executive Director of the Anglican Alliance, one of the bodies based at the
Anglican Communion Office, said: “we are so inspired by churches around the Communion in South
Africa, India, Malaysia and many other places that are planting trees for significant events, whether its
baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and so forth, honouring people in those significant moments and
honouring God, because tree planting is part of our call.
“In the Mark of Mission we talk about ‘Safeguarding Creation and sustaining and renewing the life of
the Earth’. Protecting Forests and Restoring Forests is one of the very important things that everybody
can do towards protecting our environment and trying to deal with climate change.”
The Queen’s Green Canopy is the UK’s response to the Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy – a unique
network of forest conservation projects in the 45 countries of the Commonwealth. The Queen’s
Commonwealth Canopy brings collective credibility and integrity to individual Commonwealth
initiatives. The schemes are part of the celebrations to mark the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II.
Events are taking place throughout the year to mark The Queen’s 70 years of service as Monarch and
Head of State of the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Antigua and Barbuda, The
Bahamas, Belize, Grenada, Jamaica, Papua New Guinea, Saint Lucia, Solomon Islands, St Kitts and
Nevis, and St Vincent and the Grenadines.
A large number of events will take place this coming weekend which, in the United Kingdom, has been
extended by two Public Holidays on Thursday and Friday.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, had been due to preach at a Service of Thanksgiving in
London’s Saint Paul’s Cathedral on Friday. But today (Monday) it was announced that the Archbishop
of York, Stephen Cottrell, will take his place while he recovers from COVID and Pneumonia.
“I am deeply saddened to be missing the historic celebration of Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee”, Archbishop Justin said. “However, I will be praying for The Queen and giving thanks for her
extraordinary seventy years of service to us all. I will also be praying for our nation at this time of
celebration and thanksgiving. May The Queen’s example bring us together in unity and care for one
another.
“For those attending Friday’s service at St Paul’s Cathedral, and the millions watching on television, I
hope this joyful occasion will inspire us with The Queen’s profound commitment to fostering unity and
peace among all people – and to promoting care for the natural world that God has given us. Led by
the love of Jesus Christ, The Queen has lived her life for the benefit of others: l pray we find inspiration
from Her Majesty over the Jubilee weekend and long into the future.
“Meanwhile as we continue to live with coronavirus, I pray too for all those who are still suffering and
everyone who continues to mourn loved ones they have lost during the pandemic. May you each
know the love and comfort of God.”
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“As we prepare to celebrate the first Platinum Jubilee in our nation’s history, may God save The
Queen, and bless her with the knowledge of our profound love and gratitude for her service to us all.”
First published on the Anglican Communion News Service website on 30 May 2022.

News • Thursday 16 June 2022 • By World Council of Churches

Bedouin woman: “When there is no water, what else can I
do?”

13-year-old Mohammad searches for drinking water in the Khan Al-Ahmar Bedouin community (Photo:
George Sahhar/WCC)

Um Ismail, in her 50s, loves her children fiercely and wholly, as mothers do all over the globe. But for
Um Ismail, who lives in the Khan Al-Ahmar Bedouin community, finding enough water for her 10
children plunges the family daily into near catastrophe.
The Khan Al Ahmad village is located near Jerusalem, between the Israeli settlement of Ma’ale
Adumim and one of its suburbs, Kfar Adumim, near the Jerusalem-Jericho Road. It is one of several
Palestinian communities facing forced relocation because it falls within the “E1” plan that would link
the Israeli settlements with West Jerusalem, cutting East Jerusalem off from the rest of the West Bank.
For Um Ismail, her husband and her children, this bears out in an increasingly difficult daily life. Simply
finding fodder for their small flock of 15 sheep is nearly impossible. “We are always here because we
have nowhere else to go,” she said. “Some people do not know the harsh living conditions here.”
She’s tired of people portraying the Bedouin community members as sitting around under the trees.
“What happiness are they talking about?” she asked. “I am fed up with the difficulties here.”
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The local health clinic increasingly lacks the resources necessary to function at all, said Um Ismail. “The
other day my daughter fell ill, and we took her to the clinic, and they said that she needed medicine—
which they did not have,” she said.
Between the noisy main road running nearby her house, electric fences set up by Israeli security, and
increasingly expensive fodder, Um Ismail’s daily life has become extraordinarily difficult. “If you want
to venture out, the Israeli security forces, settlement guards, and settlers will come to you,” she
explained. “I worry about my children—that they will be beaten.”
She has stopped sending her son to graze the sheep but sends her seventh-grade daughter instead. “I
say that, when they see a little girl maybe they will have mercy on her,” said Um Ismail. “But all of this
is no good.”
She asks the world: “Do you call that living?”
She hovers under trees watching worriedly for her children, “I remain nervous and worried that the
Israeli security forces, settlement guards, and settlers will come after one of my sons,” she said. “We
used to have lots of sheep in the past, but we had to sell it because of the living conditions here.”
She believes the Israeli government wants to evict her family—and that they are restricting life’s
necessities as a form of oppressive punishment. “They confiscated the wood we use for cooking, and
the water containers, too,” she said. “They are making our life impossible.”
When will life get better? “Oftentimes we wish that we will die and thus end all the suffering,” she said,
recalling days when getting water was a bit easier.
“We do not haul water,” she explained. “In the past, we used to do that—until 16 years ago we used to
go on donkeys to where the water is.”
But now all the family has is a small water pipe—a pipe sometimes without water in it.
“When the men bring water storage containers, the Israelis come and confiscate these,” she said. “I
cannot ask my husband about it, because he is so tired of this.”
She really wants to know: “When there is no water, what else can I do?”
The family has resorted to keeping water for drinking, and avoiding bathing or cleaning. “We try to
find water to fill a small bucket that we have, which in no way meets the needs of 10 children,” she
said. “We want justice—we want a water pipe that meets our needs.”
Every day, no matter how hard life gets, her children still bring her hope. “I am living for my children
and I draw strength from them,” she said. “But honestly, I want to see results. I want to have enough
drinking water.”
She urged people across the world to listen to her story, to pray and, most of all, to act for justice. “We
have lots of worries,” she said, “but we hope that you can help us.”
WCC’s Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel
First published on the World Council of Churches website on 9 June 2022.
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