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Reflections • Thursday 15 December 2022 • By Bishop John Roundhill  

Called “both to truth and unity” 

Bishop John Roundhill with fellow morning Bible study group members at the 15th Lambeth Conference 

of Bishops (2022)  

The 15th Lambeth Conference of Anglican Communion bishops was postponed from 2020 to the 

second half of this year due to COVID-19. The planned 2020 event was also a delayed meeting, initially 

anticipated to take place in 2018 – 10 years after the 2008 conference, which was marked by 

disagreements over human sexuality. One consequence of the delay caused by COVID-19 was that the 

conference started long before we gathered on the very dry ground of the University of Kent. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury has worked in the space of conflict and difference for a good while and 

part of the pre–Lambeth Conference preparation utilised work by a group called “Difference”, who 

suggested three habits for the time we had together. The three habits – “be curious”, “be present” and 

“reimagine” – were encouraged during the conference. 

At Lambeth we were encouraged to “be curious” by listening to others’ stories and seeing the world 

through their eyes. We were encouraged to “be present” by encountering others with authenticity and 

confidence. And, we were encouraged to “reimagine” by finding hope and opportunity in the places 

where we long to see change. 

I was impressed by how these values seemed to buoy the conference. 

I did not go with high hopes. About one week before the conference, when the Lambeth Calls were 

released, there was a lot of confusion regarding the Human Dignity call. It included text from a 

https://www.lambethconference.org/programme/lambeth-calls/
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controversial 1998 resolution (Resolution 1.10) and it had also been widely leaked that we would be 

using voting machines (there was a shift away from these machines to table feedback at the start of 

the conference). 

However, once we gathered, I was struck by the willingness of bishops to listen to each other. We had 

morning Bible study groups, which I think were appropriately assembled with diversity in mind. This 

was an enormous endeavour, especially because a small army of translators needed to be shared 

among the groups. I was with: 

Mark Latime, Diocese of Alaska, Episcopal Church 

John Inge, Diocese of Worcester, Church of England 

Dickson Chilongani, Diocese of Central Tanganyika, The Anglican Church of Tanzania 

Moses Zungo, Maridi Diocese, The Anglican Church of South Sudan 

Joseph Atot, Diocese of Pacong, The Anglican Church of South Sudan 

Onesimus Park, Diocese of Busan, The Anglican Church of Korea 

Mohan Manoraj, Karnataka Southern Diocese, Church of South India 

I was deeply moved by the willingness of study group members to hear each other’s stories. I would 

like to see more of this intentional listening in national bishops’ meetings in Australia. 

We were scheduled to discuss the Human Dignity Call on day seven of the 12-day conference. It was 

an extraordinary afternoon. My first observation is that the discussion did not reflect how it was being 

portrayed on Twitter. What was initially portrayed as a “bait and switch” Lambeth and later as “self-

satisfied” Lambeth was actually something very different. The Archbishop of Canterbury said the 

following about the big issue of dignity and human sexuality: 

“For the large majority of the Anglican Communion the traditional understanding of marriage is 

something that is understood, accepted and without question, not only by Bishops but their entire 

Church, and the societies in which they live. For them, to question this teaching is unthinkable, and in 

many countries would make the church a victim of derision, contempt and even attack. For many 

churches to change traditional teaching challenges their very existence. 

“For a minority, we can say almost the same. They have not arrived lightly at their ideas that 

traditional teaching needs to change. They are not careless about scripture. They do not reject Christ. 

But they have come to a different view on sexuality after long prayer, deep study and reflection on 

understandings of human nature. For them, to not question this different teaching is unthinkable, and 

in many countries is making the church a victim of derision, contempt and even attack. For these 

churches not to change traditional teaching challenges their very existence. 

“So let us not treat each other lightly or carelessly. We are deeply divided. That will not end soon. We 

are called by Christ himself both to truth and unity.” 

What the Archbishop of Canterbury urged is what we have also heard here in our Diocese. The 

differences we hold should not prevent us from sharing table fellowship. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury spoke to the conference daily prior to the morning Bible studies and in 

the afternoon sessions on what were called the “Calls”. On the day when we were to debate the Call 

on Human Dignity, he took extra time to speak to all present. I was sitting at a back table, and it was 

during this speech that he articulated a number of things mentioned above. There had been plenty of 

tension in the lead up to this particular Call, but upon finishing one bishop stood up in applause 
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before taking her seat again, as the clapping continued. Then a small group of bishops stood up. They 

were subsequently joined by everyone in a standing ovation for the Archbishop of Canterbury. It was 

a truly remarkable moment. 

The conference then moved on to other major issues, including unity, the environment, inter-faith 

matters, discipleship and science, with any prior angst replaced by hope. 

With hundreds of bishops gathered, some division was somewhat inevitable. So a prayer that was 

used when we talked about Christian unity was explicit about the pain and suffering Church division 

can cause: 

“Lord Jesus, who prayed that we might all be one, 

we pray to you for the unity of Christians, 

according to your will, 

according to your means. 

May your Spirit enable us 

to experience the suffering caused by division, 

to see our sin 

and to hope beyond all hope. Amen.” 

(Written by the Chemin Neuf Community) 

During the conference, I overheard an English bishop who was saddened by the division in the 

Church. He made the point, “So what, you divide today, but what do you do tomorrow? You pray for 

reconciliation, for that is what Christ calls us to do.” 

The Anglican Communion is broader than we might realise. Generally speaking, people from Western 

countries were fairly informally dressed, while most of the bishops from Asian and Africans countries 

were splendidly arrayed in purple shirts and smart suits. However, I observed something of note on 

the last day of the conference. Above is a photo of my luggage on the right and the luggage of an 

African bishop on the left. I think the Lambeth team provided the tape to hold his luggage and other 

bags together. Drought is not just a matter of brown grass, but of hungry stomachs. 

I was struck by the sheer ease with which the Church of England engaged in worship variety. 

Canterbury Cathedral was rocked by a 10-person worship team who sang everything from Hillsong 

songs to traditional English hymns to hymns from around the Communion in many languages. At the 

Cathedral, the worship team was complemented by the organ and choir. 

The final Eucharist service was co-presided by the Primate of Canada and the Primate of South Africa. 

This is something that I think Anglicanism could not have imagined a generation ago. As the service 

ended, we were asked by the Archbishop of Canterbury to change the order of the recessional, with 

the Archbishop leading us all out. You can enjoy the joyful music and dancing on YouTube. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NcfqyYq9Wm4
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Homilies & Addresses • Saturday 10 December 2022 • By The Hon. Justice Debra Mullins 

AO  

Farewell to Archbishop Aspinall 

The Hon. Justice Debra Mullins, Chancellor of the Diocese of Brisbane, giving a vote of thanks to 

Archbishop Phillip Aspinall at St John's Cathedral on 3 December 2022 when the Archbishop laid up his 

pastoral staff.  

Archbishop, it is a mark of your desire for no fuss that all I am asked to do is to give a vote of thanks, 

and not a speech, on behalf of the Diocese for more than 20 years of outstanding leadership in this 

Diocese. During that same period, you have also been an outstanding leader in the national Church 

and not just when you served as Primate between 2005 and 2014. 

When you arrived in the Diocese in 2002, you immediately had to confront the issue of how the 

Diocese deals with complaints of child sex abuse and ensures that the Church is a safe place for 

children and all vulnerable people. You have guided the Diocese to be a survivor focussed church and 

a church with policies and processes to avoid repeating the mistakes of the past. 

You have led us strategically, but the detail does not escape you. If there is a mistake in a set of 

minutes, you will spot it. Governance to you is not just a word. You used the Diocesan structures for 

effective oversight of the extensive and varied Diocesan activities. 

As Archbishop you have made many difficult decisions. You have not been afraid to make the difficult 

decisions, but would spend time in exploring the options and the consequences of those options to 

reach what you felt was the right decision. You never accepted advice without testing it. This ensured 

your advisers were well prepared and ready to justify the advice. You got better advice as a result. 

Your Presidential addresses to the Diocesan Synod and your sermons have been inspiring. Your 

promotion in the Diocese of comprehensive Anglicanism is an important legacy for maintaining unity 

in the Anglican Church in this Diocese moving forward. 
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Your chairing of the Diocesan Synod has been legendary. Your dry wit and good humour have 

lightened many a long Synod session. 

Phillip, the Diocese, and the Province also, has benefitted from your wise leadership and counsel and 

your zeal for mission and ministry. 

Christa, the Diocese has also benefitted from the support given by you to Phillip in his role as 

Archbishop and from your involvement in the Diocese. 

Phillip and Christa, you have many friends here in Brisbane who are so pleased you plan to remain in 

the Diocese. We give thanks for our good fortune in having you Phillip as our Archbishop and wish you 

both good health and God’s blessings as you embark on the next stage of your journey. 

Justice & Advocacy • Tuesday 20 December 2022 • By Aunty Dr Rose Elu  

To the Red Sea and back again: representing Indigenous 

Anglicans at COP27 

"I was in Egypt recently because the Anglican Indigenous Network nominated me to join other Anglican 

Communion delegates at the United Nations Climate Change Conference, or COP27" (Aunty Dr Rose Elu, 

pictured by the Red Sea in November 2022)  

As I looked out beneath the palm trees on a sandy Egyptian beach towards the calm, clear waters of 

the Red Sea recently, I thought of my stunning island home. My people are from the beautiful island 

of Saibai in the Torres Strait Islands. 

Because my people’s spirituality lies in the sea, sky and land – which are all part of God’s good 

creation – we have an intrinsic connection to them. We see ourselves as part of and belonging to 

creation. God’s creation is, therefore, fundamental to our entire wellbeing. 
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I was in Egypt recently because the Anglican Indigenous Network nominated me to join other Anglican 

Communion delegates at the United Nations Climate Change Conference, or COP27. 

Others in the Anglican Communion delegation included: 

• Archbishop Julio Murray, the Bishop of Panama, Primate of the Anglican Church in Central 

America, and chair of the Anglican Communion’s Environmental Network. 

• Amal Sarah, from Pakistan, who heads the Anglican Communion Youth Network’s Advocacy 

Mission team. 

• Archbishop Samy Fawzi Shehata, Bishop of the Diocese of Egypt and the Archbishop of the 

Anglican/Episcopal Province of Alexandria, which was the host Church of the Anglican 

Communion for COP27. 

Alongside the delegation was Joel Kelling, the Anglican Alliance’s Middle East facilitator, as well as 

others who joined in remotely. 

The Anglican Indigenous Network (AIN) traces its beginnings to the 1991 General Convention of the 

Episcopal Church in Phoenix, Arizona. The network comprises Anglican ministry groups from 

Australia; New Zealand, Aotearoa and Polynesia; Canada; Hawaii; and, the wider United States. We are 

committed to the Anglican tradition, while affirming our traditional spiritualities and acknowledging 

that we have common concerns, gifts and hopes. 

We believe that God is leading the Church to a turning point in its history and that the full partnership 

of Indigenous peoples is essential if we are to leave a lasting legacy for all of our children and 

grandchildren. This “turning point” includes how we address damage to the climate. Indigenous 

peoples know how to care for the land, sea and sky – we have been doing so for millennia. 

COP27, or the 27th session of the Conference of the Parties, was held last month at Sharm EL Sheikh, 

an Egyptian city on the southern tip of the Sinai Peninsula. The event was huge. From 6 to 

20 November, COP27 held high-level and side events, significant negotiations and major media 

conferences. The event hosted more than 90 Heads of State, over 35,000 participants from 190 

countries and many pavilions showcasing global climate action across different sectors. 

I attended numerous forums at the event, including those of African nations, Tuvalu, Kiribati, Pakistan 

and Myanmar. The stories I heard in these forums strongly resonated with mine and those of fellow 

Torres Strait Islanders. 

I spoke at a roundtable discussion with other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander delegates and the 

Assistant Minister for Climate Change and Energy, Senator the Hon Jenny McAllister. I was also 

interviewed by the UK media. In these conversations, I shared about the devastating impacts of rising 

sea levels on the low-lying Torres Strait Islands. 

I explained that there are 17 inhabited islands in the Torres Strait and seven of these are inundated 

with water due to rising sea levels. My island of Saibai is one of these. Because of damage to the 

climate, we are finding it increasingly difficult to obtain clean fresh drinking water, materials for 

shelter, and livable land. 

I shared about how coastline erosion is destroying gardens of traditional cultural foods that we need 

for physical nourishment, celebrations and ceremonies, such as taro, yams, cassava and sweet potato. 

https://ain.anglicancommunion.org/
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I also explained that our ceremonial and burial sites are being destroyed by rising sea levels. Our 

livelihoods are also being significantly affected, which is very distressing for my people. 

Ms McAllister listened to what we had to say and said she would table our concerns in Federal 

Parliament. We appreciated her willingness to listen and take action. 

Other Torres Strait Islanders from many different islands also attended COP27. I hope that their 

voices were heard. Indigenous peoples are currently among the hardest hit by damage to the climate. 

As Christians, we believe that “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live 

in it (Psalm 24.1).” By respecting God’s good creation and being thankful for it, we respect God and 

show gratitude towards the Creator. 

In my experience, the Church understands that Indigenous peoples know how to care for God’s 

creation and wants to see the climate re-balanced. This is a key reason why the Church is very active 

when it comes to this globally significant matter. 

Christians want to help others – it’s what we do. Churches are important agents of change because 

Churches care about the whole person, including their physical, spiritual, emotional, social and 

cultural wellbeing. I must say that Anglicans are advocating and lobbying well for Indigenous peoples 

affected by rising sea levels and other climate-related impacts. 

This was my second United Nations Climate Change Conference. I attended the COP21 event in Paris 

in 2015. There have been many positive developments since the 2015 Paris Agreement, which was 

implemented in 2016. Australia is party to the Paris Agreement, which aims to limit global warming to 

(well) below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. To achieve this, we all need to work 

constructively together to sufficiently reverse damage to the climate by mid-century. 

In order to rebalance the climate, we must invest in more clean energy. Australia continues to lead the 

world in the per capita rollout of energy generated by solar and wind. As “the Sunshine State”, 

Queensland has a particular abundance of sun for solar energy – we are truly blessed by this 

advantage. 

Renewable energies, such as solar and wind, are also good for our back pocket, our health (by 

lessening pollution) and future jobs. If we all work together, we can create safe, healthy, habitable and 

sustainable communities – both on the main land and on our islands. 

Here are four things you can do to help: 

1. Email Senator the Hon Jenny McAllister or call her Parliament House office on (02) 9719 8100, 

thanking her for listening to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in a roundtable COP27 

discussion and for being willing to table our concerns in Parliament. 

2. Contact your own Member of Parliament and ask them to help protect Torres Strait Islander 

peoples’ livelihoods, homes and cultures, which are being severely impacted by rising sea 

levels, by asking them to support stronger renewable energy policies. 

3. Do what you can in your own homes to help rebalance the climate, including by investing in 

solar energy, consuming and wasting less, and recycling more. 

4. Listen to the stories of First Nations peoples – who know how to care for the land, sea and sky 

– and work with us to rebalance the climate. 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/climate-change/international-commitments
mailto:jennifer.mcallister@aph.gov.au
tel:+61297198100
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian_Search_Results?q=&mem=1&par=-1&gen=0&ps=0
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Features • Friday 16 December 2022 • By Noah Gunders, Peter Dutton  

Church youth camps: blessings, insights and tips 

St Bart's CHARGE Youth camp participants and leaders at Point Arkwright, Coolum in October 2022  

 
Noah Gunders – CHARGE Youth member, St Bart’s, Toowoomba 

I go to St Bart’s, Toowoomba CHARGE Youth camp each year to connect with others my age and 

leaders in a friendly environment where I feel like I belong. This year I was excited to go to CHARGE 

Youth camp on hearing the theme was “Belong”. I knew right away that this was going to be the camp 

that would speak to me. 

I have so many great memories from camp. But I’ll probably talk about the campfire on our final night 

at camp, just after hearing a testimony from a fellow youth. No one could see in the dark, but I began 

to cry. I had been scared at the start of camp because of stuff going on in life and I was struggling to 

feel like I belonged. But it was good to cry. A youth leader asked me if I was alright and I said I was ok, 

but then choked up. I told him I felt like I truly belonged at church and at camp. He then prayed for 

me, and it was very powerful – the most meaningful prayer I’d ever experienced. 

As a teenager, I’ve become more aware of the struggles of doubt that teens have. They can feel alone 

and like they have no one to relate to. They sometimes have questions they don’t share for fear they 

will be outcast. Sometimes the people we can best relate to are others like us. We live in a society 

where social media influences us, and our friends and people our age also influence us. Youth groups 

and youth camps are so important for young people, whether they have believed their whole lives or 

are just beginning on their faith journey. They’re fun and engaging, while also serving the overarching 

goal of making and maturing disciples of Jesus Christ for God’s glory. 

My faith is important because I genuinely believe with all my heart that there is a loving God beside 

me. Being a Christian has helped me in times where I feel weak and need others to help support me. 

Church and youth group have both allowed me to peel back my shell of insecurities. I’ve always been a 
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quiet kid and honestly, if I weren’t a Christian, I probably would have remained like that. But today my 

faith in Christ has enabled me to jump out and be myself with others who don’t judge me for who I 

am. 

Here’s a cool way of thinking of it: if you go on a youth group camp, you’ll get to do heaps of fun 

activities and eat delicious food! You’ll have many opportunities to have your voice heard in group 

discussions and given the chance to ask questions. You’ll be inspired by testimonies and devotions. 

You’ll have “chill” time to play sports or other creative game, or time to just be chill. If you don’t like it, 

well just as well because it’s only three days of your life! 

Peter Dutton – Youth Minister, St Bart’s Toowoomba 

It was a cloudy but still Saturday night, and we were toasting marshmallows around the campfire. The 

youth were still excited after a massive day. As we all sat down, one of the youths rose to speak and 

share about her own story of belonging. As she spoke, there was complete silence. She shared her 

story of how it has been a slow and challenging journey to find belonging, but that God accepts us as 

we are. She concluded by sharing how Psalm 23 has helped her know that she is never alone, and is 

always part of God’s family. It was a great reminder that God is always working, even when we don’t 

always know it. 

Camp can be really significant for youth in taking next steps in their journey of faith. Travelling away 

can be helpful in this process because there are less distractions. A change in scenery can bring a 

change of mind-set, and possibly more openness to learning about God. 

It’s important to note, that the rhythms of weekly discipleship are so critical for young people to 

continually grow in their faith. It’s one thing to have camp experiences, but the follow up afterwards is 

so important. Both are significant in a life with inevitable ups and downs. 

The camp definitely needs to be fun, otherwise youth won’t want to come. If your aim is to introduce 

or help youth to grow in their faith, then there should be a clear Christian message and theme 

embedded throughout. It can be challenging to strike the balance between too much down time and 

structured activities. It’s good to always have youth wanting more, rather than having things drag on 

too long. 

Youth are normally most attentive during the morning, so the majority of content is shared on the 

Saturday morning of the camp. We begin on Friday night with a devotion to set the scene, but youth 

are hyped up, so you can’t expect too much to sink in. Night times are good opportunities to be able 

to “go deeper”, and a campfire setting can be helpful with that. 

Having the majority of our active offsite activities in the Saturday afternoon has worked well, and a 

range of activities can be helpful for different youth. Sunday morning is a great chance for a church 

service in a different setting, and also works well to consolidate the learning and theme for the 

weekend. 

It doesn’t matter what stage of a faith journey a youth is at, camps are a great way to take the next 

step in that journey. It’s also a great opportunity to give youth a chance to share their testimony, give 

a devotion or run an activity or game. It’s also a good chance to give them leadership roles to help 

them grow. You can even trial a way of running something a certain way. 
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The benefits of parishes holding camps depend on the mission of the group. Camps are a great way 

of helping parishes grow. Camps can also be a way of bringing in new people to a church. It’s also a 

great way that adults can be involved in youth ministry in a one-off way, such as if they volunteer to 

assist with cooking if the camp is self-catered. 

It doesn’t matter if you have three or 30 youth, it is worth investing in running a youth camp. The 

smaller the group, the easier to organise, and a great way to get started. Greater numbers often mean 

greater scale, complexity and cost and greater time to plan. So, just get started! 

Top 10 tips for running a parish youth camp 

1. Pray – we serve a living God who is at work in the lives of people. Organise a group of people 

at church to be praying for the camp before, during and after. 

2. Research a good venue, and book well in advance to avoid disappointment. 

3. Organise and advertise registration details early and in various ways. 

4. Cater well. If you are self-catering find someone who can do this, and do it well. Good food 

makes a difference, and you can self-cater quality food for minimal cost. 

5. Dot your i’s and cross your t’s. The more time you spend planning and preparing well, the 

safer and more effective the camp will be (e.g. detailed risk assessment). 

6. Be clear in the purpose and mission of your camp, and what you are trying to achieve, 

ensuring you align the program accordingly (g. the mission at St Bart’s is “to make and mature 

disciples of Jesus for God’s glory”. So, everything we do at CHARGE Youth camp is shaped by 

that mission). 

7. Establish a clear camp theme, and ensure this is woven throughout all aspects. 

8. Build a good team. Ensure you have people to help you, and delegate key roles where others 

are gifted – people may be just waiting to be asked. 

9. Have a clear plan and structure, with allotted times for activities. Having camp name tags, and 

booklets can be helpful with this. 

10. Set clear expectations by establishing rules you want youth to follow and behaviour 

management principles right from the start. 
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The Baru Beat • Friday 16 December 2022 • By The Rev'd Matthew Skelton  

Bush generosity and a pub wake 

"There is so much generosity that goes into keeping our rural parish going, as we seek to grow the 

kingdom here day by day" (The Rev'd Matthew Skelton, St David's Anglican Church in Allora)  

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Luke 12.34) 

At The Parish of Allora Clifton, this passage began our current exploration of the missional imperative 

of this theme – Godly hospitality. 

So I have been reflecting on a conversation that I had with my parish treasurer recently. Even though 

our parish’s financial situation has been dire over the last decade, we have always been able to pay 

the bills because of the generosity of parishioners, other community members and Bush Ministry 

Fund supporters. 

There is so much generosity that goes into keeping our rural parish going, as we seek to grow the 

kingdom here day by day. 

Parishioners bring flowers from their own gardens to decorate the church, buy the communion wine, 

donate pantry staples for local community members in need, and volunteer their time to assist with a 

range of ministries and operational tasks. 

We are supported by the generosity of locals in the wider community, including a big-hearted contract 

harvester who is from another denomination. He harvests the parish’s paddocks and only charges us 

for his diesel. We have two paddocks onsite – one in Allora and one in Clifton – where we variously 

grow wheat, sorghum, mung beans and barley. If we have a good season, the money raised through 

selling the crops can cover a third of our parish’s budget. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+12.34&version=NRSVA
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We are also blessed by our partner church, The Parish of Hervey Bay, whose ongoing support is 

currently contributing to repainting projects. 

And, we are immensely grateful to those who contribute to the Bush Ministry Fund, or “the BMF” as it 

is widely known. The Bush Ministry Fund solely funds rural ministry in our Diocese, and it is the only 

fund that financially supports rural ministry in our Diocese. At least 98 per cent of BMF funds go 

directly to supporting bush ministry in our Diocese – because administrative costs and other 

overheads are kept to an absolute minimum. 

An important part of my ministry as parish priest is connecting with people, including at weddings or 

funerals, who at some point decided to stop going to church. 

When a committed Allora-Clifton parishioner died, I visited her son and daughter-in-law to help 

prepare for her funeral. During our conversation, the son kept commenting that he hadn’t entered a 

church in a long time, and joked that he expected the roof to fall in when he gathered for her funeral. 

I replied that, “It hasn’t fallen in for me yet, so I think you will be ok.” From that point he felt at ease. 

Towards the end of the parishioner’s funeral, I said that, “We will see all of you at the pub after the 

service.” It meant something to her family and friends that I was part of the group of loved ones 

grieving her loss. Her son subsequently shouted me a beer, later commenting how much he 

appreciated my care for his mum – I took her communion regularly in her last months at the nursing 

home – both before and after her death. 

Our parish can only afford a full-time priest because of the Bush Ministry Fund, which is overseen by 

Bishop Cam Venables in our Western Region. So thanks to the generosity of BMF supporters, the 

Kingdom of God continues to be made a reality here. 

God’s entire kingdom runs on generosity, which began with God’s generosity – with the Father 

sending the Son, the Son giving up his life that we might live, and the Son giving us his Spirit. 

Editor’s note: The Bush Ministry Fund money boxes are a fun and easy way for individuals, 

families, parishes and schools to donate to bush ministry in our Diocese. Order your BMF 

money box today by emailing Helen Briffa in the Western Region office 

via hbriffa@anglicanchurchsq.org.au or by calling 07 4639 1875. 

  

https://www.anglicanchurchsq.org.au/bmf
mailto:hbriffa@anglicanchurchsq.org.au
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Justice & Advocacy • Monday 19 December 2022 • By Glynis Jenkins  

Cathedral Mothers Union group installs red bench 

The St John's Cathedral red bench was installed and blessed by The Very Rev’d Dr Peter Catt following 

the 9.30am Eucharist on Sunday 27 November during the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based 

Violence campaign. Pictured (L-R) are: Norma Kleinschmidt, Glynis Jenkins, Bess Dunglison, Anne Willet, 

The Rev’d Eleanor Mancini, Ailini Gilliam and Denise Schellbach  

The idea of having a red bench at the Cathedral began when Betty Taylor, founder of the Red Rose 

Foundation, was a guest speaker at a Mothers Union gathering in 2021. The Red Rose Foundation 

works to eliminate domestic and family violence related deaths. 

The St John’s Cathedral Mothers Union group believed that a red bench at the Cathedral would 

represent our dedication to changing the outcome of domestic abuse. The Red Bench Project was 

launched in 2019 by the Red Rose Foundation, who encourages the installation of red benches as 

permanent reminders that domestic violence occurs within our communities and that we have the 

power to “change the ending”. 

The bench was paid for by generous community members and we then waited patiently for its arrival. 

The bench is made of 100 per cent recycled plastic and arrived some time ago. It sat in the Cathedral 

for some months as we waited for the necessary heritage approval before we could install it. 

The bench was installed outside the Cathedral and blessed by The Very Rev’d Dr Peter Catt following 

the 9.30am Eucharist on Sunday 27 November during the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based 

Violence campaign. 

This annual international campaign commences on 25 November, the International Day for the 

Elimination of Violence against Women, and runs until 10 December, Human Rights Day. 

https://www.redrosefoundation.com.au/
https://www.redrosefoundation.com.au/
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/unite/16-days-of-activism
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/unite/16-days-of-activism
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The purpose of the bench is to raise awareness and encourage conversation about domestic and 

family violence within the Cathedral community. Because the Cathedral’s red bench is in a visible 

location, we hope that its presence will also raise awareness in the wider community. 

Spotlight Q&A • Friday 16 December 2022 • By Elissa Cotroneo  

Q&A with musician, cradle Anglican and new AYCF 

Director, Elissa Cotroneo 

"My faith in God encourages me and gives me energy to do life. Despite life’s change and fluidity, I know 

that God is unchanging" (Elissa Cotroneo, 2022)  

 

Where do you currently live and where do you worship?  

I’m currently living in East Brisbane, right near the Brisbane River. I worship at St Bartholomew’s, 

Mount Gravatt. 

How long have you been involved in the Anglican Church and in what roles? 

Since birth! Like many others, I was born into an Anglican family and baptised into the Anglican faith. I 

have worn a few hats over the years including altar server, musician, children’s lay minister and 

Ichthus Camp director. 

Congratulations on your appointment as the new Director of Anglican Youth, Children 

and Families. What does your new role involve?  

Thanks! My new role involves two main components. The first is managing and organising AYCF’s 

Ichthus Camps, retreats and other events happening within the Ichthus camping ministry. The second 

is keeping my finger on the pulse of youth, children and young adult ministry events and 

opportunities happening across our Diocese. 
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How does your faith inspire you and shape your outlook, life choices and character?  

My faith in God encourages me and gives me energy to do life. Despite life’s change and fluidity, I 

know that God is unchanging. I find peace and comfort in that knowledge, and I hope I can encourage 

others with that knowledge, too. 

What are your plans and goals for the next 12 months? 

I am hoping to boost community engagement with AYCF and help to make people aware of what we 

do. This mainly involves spreading the word about Ichthus Camps and any other events that AYCF 

helps to run throughout the year. 

What is your most memorable Ichthus Camp experience? 

We sing a lot of awesome worship songs at camp. I witnessed one particular camper go from really 

shy and disinterested in worship on the first day of camp to singing at the top of their voice, waving 

their hands and doing all the actions by the last day! How uplifting for a worship leader to see! 

What is your favourite scripture and why?  

My favourite passage is Hebrews 12.1-2: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and 

has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

I draw lots of hope, encouragement and perseverance from this message. 

Can you tell us a little about your personal faith journey?  

My parents have always inspired me with their faith and supported me with my own. I am blessed to 

be surrounded by a community of friends who also love Jesus. 

2022’s Diocesan theme is “Being Together: Embracing Joy”. What are some practical 

ways that we can celebrate the way differences help to make us whole and the 

importance of diversity in our unity?  

I’ve been fully embracing this theme in 2022 by surrounding myself with people who bring me joy. I 

love bringing people together over good food and laughter because it always reminds me that above 

all else, people need each other. 

Why are the two Uluru Statement From the Heart reforms, including the Voice to 

Parliament, so important?  

These reforms are crucially important because they call for structural reform, including constitutional 

recognition, and they will provide Australia’s First Nations peoples with a permanent forum of 

representation. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+12.1-2&version=NRSVA
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What are the primary strengths of the Church and what is the best way to make the 

most of these for the benefit of our communities? 

The ability to form meaningful connections and assist others within our community is a great 

strength. The Church must continue to support those who are struggling, have lost their way or who 

don’t know the love of Christ. 

What do you do in your free time to recharge and relax?  

I like to go and grab a really good coffee from one of my regular coffee spots, or spend time with my 

family. 

What is your karaoke go-to song? 

‘Eye of the Tiger’ by Survivor. My brother and I used to sing this all the time on PlayStation Sing Star. 

What book have you given away most as a gift and why?  

She’s on the Money: take charge of your financial future by Victoria Devine. This fantastic book aims to 

increase financial literacy among girls and women, and helps them to “take charge of their financial 

future” by offering saving and investment strategies. 

Where do you do your best thinking? 

In a shady spot at the beach on a boiling hot Queensland day. 

If you are having a bad day, what do you do to cheer yourself up? 

I would do some baking or cooking or go for a long walk. 

What is your secret skill? 

I’m really good at reverse parallel parking! 

If you could only eat one thing for the rest of your life, what would that be? 

Mangoes! But only the Kensington Pride ones. 
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Faith book reflections • Wednesday 14 December 2022 • By Jeremy Fraser  

The book I have given away the most and why: Jeremy 

Fraser 

Jeremy Fraser is a Holy Hermits Online Liturgical Assistant (2022)  

I first came across the book Animal Rites: Liturgies of Animal Care as a Holy Hermits Online community 

member. It was recommended to me earlier this year by The Rev’d Jamee Callard, the Holy Hermits 

Online priest, because our community is setting up a Companion Animal Ministry. I purchased a copy 

online and really liked it. The book contains a vigil for all suffering creatures, a liturgy for animal 

blessings and memorial services for pets. 

One burial service, which goes for about nine pages, especially struck me. The service is subdivided 

into various sections, enabling people taking the service to omit or adapt parts at will. Here is an 

excerpt from a favourite prayer of mine from the chapter, ‘A Liturgy for Animal Burial’: 

“Let us be awestruck 

at your creation 

and daily sing your praises. 

Enable us to rejoice 

that we are alive 

among so many miracles 

of your grace. 

Especially, we pray, 

create within us 

a spirit of gratitude 

for the life of (Name) 

https://holyhermits.com.au/ministries/companion-animal-ministry
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who lived among us 

and gave us freely of his/her love.” (p.112) 

The author, Andrew Linzey, is an Anglican priest and founder and director of the Oxford Centre for 

Animal Ethics, as well as a member of the Faculty of Theology in the University of Oxford. In Animal 

Rites, he states that: 

“There are at least two good reasons why we should mark the death of animals. The first is 

theological. The God who creates is also the God who redeems – not just human beings but the entire 

creation…The second reason is pastoral. Anyone who has shared his or her life with a companion 

animal will know the terrible sense of loss occasioned by its death.” (pp. 108-109) 

I think there is an increasing need for structured services in this specialised area. I also think we need 

more resources in this area – this book shows what can be done for our pets. As a licensed Liturgical 

Assistant for Holy Hermits Online, I see how this book is helping to shape our forthcoming Companion 

Animal Ministry. 

I have recommended this book to people who are interested in companion animal ministry. I have 

also recommended the book to a friend whose dog sadly disappeared in the recent floods. 

Linzey, A. 2015. Animal Rites: Liturgies of Animal Care. Wipf and Stock Publishers: Oregon. 

Editor’s note: If you would like to share with other readers what faith-related book, including 

those with theological, spiritual, ministry, Church history or justice themes, you have given 

away (or referred) the most and why, please email the Editor, Michelle McDonald, and she will 

let you know what is needed.  

  

https://www.booktopia.com.au/animal-rites-andrew-linzey/book/9781498230964.html?source=pla&gclid=CjwKCAiAv9ucBhBXEiwA6N8nYC6eiKBrgdjdBsA5Zm9GvQU0q0T2OcTgTXAr-jWjKT8HjgwNoNvTbRoCHucQAvD_BwE
mailto:focus@anglicanchurchsq.org.au
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People & History • Friday 16 December 2022 • By Michael Rogers  

Rediscovering forgotten history – why parish records are 

so important 

Opening and consecration of St Saviour's Anglican Church at Laidley on 21 June 1910  

Regular readers of anglican focus would have seen my feature articles on the importance of keeping 

records – particularly, those created and kept by parishes. 

Records such as church registers, Parish Council minutes, parish rolls and architectural plans 

document the religious history of the Diocese, providing a direct link to the social history of local 

communities. 

Parishes are asked to preserve these records of significance and forward them to the Records and 

Archives Centre. 

I am also keen to receive images of churches. I have many images of people and events; however, 

infrastructure (churches, chapels, registries, halls) is often overlooked as potential Archive 

contributions. 

I am happy to take good quality scans (properly identified) of photographs if the original is required by 

the parish. Certain types of media (such as glass plate negatives recently forwarded by The Parish of 

Laidley) may be better placed in the Records and Archives Centre, where they can be included in our 

digitisation programme. 

Parishes are also encouraged to consider sending me records from wider parts of the parish 

organisation that may have been forgotten. Over the last two years, Mothers’ Union branches have 

been very proactive in identifying and sending me their minutes and papers. However, the Archives 

does not have much in the way of branch records for other groups, such as Anglican Men’s Society 

and Girls’ Friendly Society (GFS) branches. There are also forgotten parts of parishes, such as Gordon 

https://anglicanfocus.org.au/tag/parish-records/
https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2022/07/28/implementation-of-records-and-archives-centre-digitisation-plan/


Page 20 of 35 

 

Clubs, that have the potential to be rediscovered. The Rev’d Keith Rayner’s thesis on the History of the 

Church of England in Queensland contains further detail on Gordon Clubs, the GFS and other church 

organisations in Queensland. 

Unfortunately records are often placed or stored in inappropriate areas or where few know about 

them, leading to forgotten or lost history. It is often the case that someone may know where the 

records are, but the importance of remembering and caring for the information (both what it was, 

where it was, and why it was important) was forgotten. 

A recent case where history was thought to have been lost, but has been rediscovered, is the early 

church registers for St James’, Toowoomba. 

It was thought that this church’s early registers were destroyed in a flood caused by burst water pipes 

under the original rectory where records were then stored. However, it turns out that the registers 

were not lost – they were placed somewhere and then forgotten about. It took St James’ parishioner 

Lyn Hodgson to be in the right place at the right time. Her chance meeting in June 2009 with former 

Warden Mervyn Coote led to their rediscovery. 

Lyn asked the former Warden, while she was writing a history to celebrate the 140th anniversary of St 

James’, if he knew about any old parish records. 

The former Warden (who has since passed away) noted that he had been present at the demolition or 

the original rectory in 1963, in preparation for the building of the present rectory. He told the builders 

that perhaps he should have “those boxes”, which looked like they contained records. 

The former Warden delivered some boxes of records to Lyn to assist her in the writing of the parish’s 

history (the Archives holds copies of the historical publication). The boxes included a tin box marked 

“St James’ Church”. As you can see from the image, the records look very damaged by water and 

vermin. Underneath the very dilapidated pages, Lyn found marriage registers from 1874 to 1956 and 

a baptism register for 1912 to 1917. 

In 2017, the Toowoomba Historical Society received a donation of boxes containing church registers 

for St James’. Lyn, who was a member of the society, was asked by the Society’s President to pass 

them on to the Diocesan Archives. These included early Baptism Registers (from 1860) and Service 

Registers for the 1920s and 1930s. 

Lyn conducted some basic conservation of the records and one of the Parish office volunteers created 

an index of the Baptisms from 1867 to 1906. These registers, and the other registers Lyn acquired in 

2009, have been delivered to the Archives. As Lyn noted: 

“I feel very blessed that this has been my contribution to the history of St James’ Parish and also of the 

city of Toowoomba. Only my chance meeting of the former Warden opened this door of opportunity.” 

I would certainly encourage all parishes to follow Lyn’s lead and ask around as to what is being stored 

in the parish. 

As part of looking out for historical records (and asking the right questions to the right people), 

parishes should conduct regular clean-ups of records, which should include checks regarding where 

all records are being stored. This could be part of the regular inventory of all parish property that 

should be kept and maintained. It is always a good idea to check out-of-the-way areas, such as attics, 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d0b6225d1f5490001c5c757/t/5e70259164de1008adf0abf6/1584408016385/Archives+Rayner+Thesis.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d0b6225d1f5490001c5c757/t/5e70259164de1008adf0abf6/1584408016385/Archives+Rayner+Thesis.pdf
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basements and outside storage sheds. As I have noted before, parishes should be aware of issues and 

risks, including mould, pests, water and using items that may damage records (such as metal pins, 

clips or staples). 

Parishes should also keep all clergy and officials aware of the need to manage records appropriately, 

especially when they commence or move on from a role. Guidance for parishes and for clergy has 

been reviewed and updated, most notably for the keeping of church registers. 

Parishes may have also noticed the changed requirements for the Registration of Marriages, as 

recently updated by the Federal Government (Attorney-General’s Department). New guidance is on 

The ARC about this change, as well as guidance on how church registers need to be managed and 

how entries should be recorded. The ‘Diocesan Handbook’ will also be updated soon to reflect this 

and other changed requirements. 

All Retention, Disposal and Access Schedules, including for parish records and general administrative 

records, are accessible on The ARC through a filtered searchable listing. Links are included on The 

ARC’s Records and Archives page and the Information Management Framework page. As always, 

parishes are encouraged to contact me for advice and guidance. 

Author’s note: I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Lyn Hodgson for saving the 

records, as well as contributing extra detail and images for this feature piece.   

News • Friday 16 December 2022  

 

Churchie celebrates the ordination of women 

The Rev'd Jocelyn Pitt visited Churchie on 2 November 2022 as the school celebrated the 30th 

anniversary of the ordination of women. The Rev'd Jocelyn was the first ordained woman to be a 

Chaplain at Churchie, where she served between 1993 and 2003  

https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2020/04/06/the-management-of-parish-records/
https://www.ag.gov.au/families-and-marriage/marriage/get-married
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The 30th anniversary of the ordination of women in the Anglican Church of Australia was celebrated 

at Churchie recently with a special visit from The Rev’d Jocelyn Pitt to the Preparatory School chapel 

services. 

The Rev’d Jocelyn commenced in the Prep School at Churchie in 1976 as a teacher, before becoming 

the first ordained woman to be a Chaplain at Churchie, where she served between 1993 and 2003. 

Reflecting on her visit in the school’s Canon Jones Memorial Chapel, The Rev’d Jocelyn said that she 

felt nostalgic and blessed. 

“I really enjoyed being back at the Prep School and, although there had been many changes in the 20 

years since I left, so many happy memories flooded back,” The Rev’d Jocelyn said. 

“I have always thought that those of us who work with children are truly blessed.” 

The Year 4 Churchie students who attended a chapel service said they were inspired by The Rev’d 

Jocelyn. 

“Reverend Jocelyn told us a story that helped us to understand the Gospel reading about the Parable 

of the Sheep and Goats. She also told us about her years at Churchie Prep,” Dimitri said. 

“The word ‘trailblazer’ can be used to describe someone that takes a risk and is one of the first people 

to do it, so that others can follow them,” David said. 

“The learner profiles that a trailblazer carries are risk taker, communicator and thinker,” Michael said. 

Churchie’s Senior Chaplain, The Rev’d Jessica Grant, is thankful for the path that The Rev’d Jocelyn has 

paved for women in the Anglican Church. 

“It was a great privilege to welcome Reverend Jocelyn back to the Canon Jones Memorial Chapel at 

Churchie,” The Reverend Jessica said. 

“I am deeply aware of very powerful examples of wise and gracious women who have offered spiritual 

care to this community. 

“Reverend Jocelyn’s generation has been pioneers of a more faithful and inclusive church, and I give 

thanks for their courage and conviction. 

“After all, most of us cannot be what we cannot see. 

“I was only two years old when the Australian Church first ordained women to the diaconate and eight 

years old when women were ordained to the priesthood, so I grew up with the blessing of their long-

awaited sacramental leadership. 

“I am very grateful for their tireless work in paving the way for those of us who have followed. 

“This school has been deeply blessed by Reverend Jocelyn’s pastoral care and faithful example, and 

we give thanks for her ministry to us.” 
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The school thanks The Rev’d Jocelyn Pitt for her visit and for being such a treasured part of our 

Churchie story. 

Reflections • Monday 19 December 2022 • By The Rev'd Charlie Lacey  

Tough Questions: Who created God? 

"The Bible makes clear that there are two categories of “thing” in existence, there is God and there is 

everything else. God has always existed and everything else has been created by God. As a Christian I 

believe that God created everything from nothing" (The Rev'd Charlie Lacey, 2022)  

If God created everything, then who created God? This question was asked by the 10-year-old 

grandson of a couple in our congregation, but it should not be dismissed as a childish 

question. Indeed, the world’s best-known atheist, Richard Dawkins, uses this question as a central 

pillar for his argument against the existence of God in his popular book, The God Delusion. 

However, the question itself reveals that the person asking it has misunderstood an important facet of 

God’s nature, namely aseity; that is to say he was not created. The God Christians worship is 

eternal. Created gods are a delusion, which is why the Bible warns so strongly against all forms of 

idolatry. The very definition of idolatry is worshipping that which has been created, instead of 

worshipping the creator himself. 

The Bible makes clear that there are two categories of “thing” in existence, there is God and there is 

everything else. God has always existed and everything else has been created by God. As a Christian I 

believe that God created everything from nothing. Admittedly, that is not an easy concept, but it is, I 

think, more plausible than the materialistic view that nothing created everything from nothing. 

Of course, it is not easy for us to get our heads around an omnipotent (all powerful), omniscient (all 

knowing) and omnipresent (everywhere at once) being who has always existed. The human mind 

struggles to grasp that which is eternal (let alone God’s other attributes). 
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When we think about God being eternal, we tend to place him on some kind of time scale and then 

attempt to conceptualise what “forever” might look like on that timescale. As far back as the 4th 

century, St Augustine postulated that God is outside of time and many contemporary physicists and 

philosophers question the existence of time itself. If either or both are correct it would suggest that 

trying to imagine an infinite period of time before creation is a deeply flawed way to think about the 

eternal nature of God. 

Another misconception, which for the sake of clarity I will caricature, is the assumption that at some 

point in eternity, God got really bored and so created the universe and with it sentient life. The 

uniquely Christian doctrine of the Trinity is an attempt to understand God as an eternal fellowship or 

relationship. If I, as a human being, want to have a relationship I need at least one other being to 

interact with. That is not the case with God, who is three equally divine persons (Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit), making, in total, one God. Therefore, God did not create human beings because he lacked 

relationship, indeed the relationship between Father, Son and Holy Spirit has always existed and will 

always exist. 

In conclusion, the question, “Who Created God?” doesn’t apply to the one true God because he has 

always existed. This may be difficult to comprehend, but when we start trying to understand God, we 

should expect to find something new. 

First published on the St Andrew’s, Springfield website on 29 October 2022. 

News • Friday 16 December 2022  

Exploring school values through Prayer Spaces 

St Margaret's Year 6 student Agatha George pegs a prayer of courage in the school's Prayer Space in 

Term 4 2022  

https://www.standrewsspringfield.org.au/news/tough-questions-why-christmas
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Primary students at St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School recently took part in a Prayer Space themed 

around the school’s core values of spirit, inclusivity, integrity, courage, respect and passion, all of 

which are borne from the school’s Anglican tradition. 

Prayer Spaces are held each term for both the primary and secondary students to explore spirituality 

and faith in a safe, creative and interactive way. 

St Margaret’s chaplain The Rev’d Jazz Dow said the Term 4 Prayer Spaces presented the perfect 

opportunity to explore the school’s core values, which were recently revisited with some minor 

changes and additions. 

The Rev’d Susan and I thought it was important to allow the students to immerse themselves in the 

school values through the Prayer Space experience – giving them the chance to reflect on how the 

values make a real-life difference to their own lives and those around them,” Rev’d Jazz said. 

The Rev’d Jazz said that one of the Prayer Space aspects most enjoyed by students is the interactive 

nature of each station or activity. 

“The invitational nature of Prayer Space means students have autonomy and are the decision makers 

during the session,” she said. 

“Students can explore the theme in ways to which they best relate and can also reflect on how the 

theme impacts their daily life. 

“The themes we choose become tangible and accessible rather than being global or abstract 

ideas…through the Prayer Space experience.” 

Inclusivity is a new core value for St Margaret’s, adopted this year after a collaborative review of the 

school’s values involving the whole school community. 

At this station, a mandala decorated in rainbow-coloured rice symbolised each individual’s differences 

and uniqueness which, when everyone is included, creates beauty in the world. 

As the students placed rice in the mandala, they were invited to consider their community and how 

they can ensure each person feels cared for and included. 

Before the students explored this Prayer Space, The Rev’d Jazz and The Rev’d Susan facilitated a group 

discussion about “inclusivity”. 

‘”The students were eager to share their understandings of what this new value meant in the 

playground and the classroom,” The Rev’d Jazz said. 

“Some interpreted it to mean ‘making sure everyone is included in games’ and ‘celebrating everyone’, 

so there was a collective joy and obvious relatability toward this value.” 

Other interactive spaces included the Peace Garden, which was filled with multi-coloured paper 

flowers adorned with peace messages written by students. 

Some students wrote: 
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“I feel at peace when I am meditating on my own” 

“I feel peace when I’m having a hug.” 

“I feel at peace when I’m listening to the rain.” 

This station was linked to the core value of respect and connected the notion that peace begins with 

respect for our world, community, family, friends and ourselves. 

The courage station invited students to write a prayer or wish for courage on a card and peg their 

messages alongside those of their peers. 

The Rev’d Jazz said students really valued the spaciousness of Prayer Spaces and the opportunity to 

explore big concepts in real and tangible ways. 

“Students, and families, lead very busy and scheduled lives, and Prayer Space is a scaffolded space 

that allows students to explore with purpose and meaning, but freely and without required 

outcomes,” she said. 

“The feedback from students always includes the valuing of silence and space, and that after a visit, 

they feel much calmer. 

“Teachers also report this same feeling of calm and groundedness, and often say it continues into the 

classroom in the following session.” 
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Resources & Research • Friday 16 December 2022  

Welcoming and including autistic people in our churches 

 
Ava – Young autistic parishioner* 

I am a young healthcare professional who uses an assistance dog to help navigate my disabilities, 

which include autism, postural orthostatic tachycardia syndrome (POTs), Ehlers Danlos Syndrome and 

post-traumatic stress disorder. 

In my parish, I assist with a number of lay leadership roles. My church community generally has a 

welcoming and inclusive culture. However, I am regularly frustrated by the behaviour of many 

parishioners when they ignore my reasonable requests. 

My assistance dog wears a blue vest with “Assistance Dog” written clearly on it. He helps me by 

alerting me when my heart rate escalates, when I become anxious and by positioning himself 

between me and others to enable the space I need as an autistic person. Nearly every time I attend 

church activities, including services, Bible studies, meetings and morning teas, I am asked by 

parishioners if they can pat my dog. When I say “no” politely and explain that he is working and that 

patting him will distract him, around half the time parishioners pat him anyway. 

I find this so frustrating, annoying and upsetting. This behaviour also sometimes triggers my anxiety. 

In my experience, this tends to be an issue with older parishioners. I am young and I also don’t “look” 

like I need an assistance dog. Because of these factors I think older parishioners are more inclined to 

dismiss me. 

My parish priest is very supportive and has spoken to the congregation during the notices several 

times about this issue. Fellow parishioners also step in sometimes when my dog is patted to politely 

call them out. 
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If I am having a bad day with my health, I avoid going to services and other church activities because I 

know I won’t cope with people patting my assistance dog when I have asked them not to. This 

behaviour also makes me avoid certain people during fellowship times, in the foyer of the church and 

in the car park, which is disappointing. 

Rosa – Parishioner and mother of a child with a disability* 

When I was young, my grandmother took me to an Anglican church. I came back to the Church in my 

20s and quickly became engaged in lay leadership. I have a healthcare background. 

Before my sons started school, we moved house and consequently shifted from a large parish well-

equipped for young families to a small parish with no children and no allocated kids’ play area or 

Sunday School. 

Prior to our first service in the new parish, the priest organised activity bags for my kids. By our 

second service, a pew had been moved to create space for a play area, with foam mats, books, 

crayons, puppets and quiet toys. As one of my sons has autism, he would lie under a pew during 

services to limit the sensory exposure. Parishioners would pass him a cushion for his head and then 

“pass the peace” to him by bending down and greeting him with a smile. Sometimes he would 

commando crawl under the pews to the sanctuary to receive communion, which worried me at first. 

However, the parishioners were unperturbed and assured me that they would just move their feet to 

create space for him. 

For the first time in a church, I felt that my family was completely included, accepted and valued just 

as we are and that we didn’t have to be anything else. We are in a different church now due to a 

career shift. 

The small welcoming congregation, the calm pragmatism of the parish priest, and the whole 

community’s willingness to be flexible with the space and their practices helped us feel included. The 

overwhelming impression I got was that the parish community members were there for the common 

good rather than for their individual needs. 

As a result of their experience, both my primary-aged children understand church and want to go to 

church. My son often says, “I miss that church and being under the pews.” 

* Pseudonyms used to protect anonymity. The terms and descriptors used are those preferred by the 

storytellers. 

Editor’s note: These two stories are sourced from a new small group resource that is available 

for parishes and ministries to explore inclusion and respect. The free resource covers eight 

optional themes, with a choice of personal stories from Australian Anglicans forming the 

resource’s backbone. This resource was developed by the Parishes and other Mission Agencies 

Commission (PMC) team in 2022 and is part of the ACSQ’s response to General Synod’s ‘Being 

Together’ statement. The resource may be downloaded from the ACSQ website.   

  

https://www.anglicanchurchsq.org.au/inclusion-and-respect-resource
https://www.anglicanchurchsq.org.au/inclusion-and-respect-resource
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Reflections • Thursday 15 December 2022 • By Robert King  

Reconciliation to sexuality 

"...the love of God looks for us when we are far off – when we aren’t pious and righteous – and comes 

running towards us to welcome us" (Robert King 2022)  

Reconciliation is something most of us experience in some part of our lives. Reconciliation is the 

process of making two seeming opposite beliefs, ideas, or situations agree or, at least, co-exist in 

harmony. It is about allowing these opposing beliefs, ideas or situations to continue together. 

As a child, my first belief, idea or situation that I lived by was that there was a God – a Father in heaven 

– who loved me. He was the ultimate source of everything. He was the one who controlled everything 

and made everything happen. He was the one to whom I would ultimately return and live with 

forever. And most importantly, He loved me and said I was His son. I felt secure. 

My second belief, idea, or situation was that I was different. As a child I didn’t understand this 

difference in sexual terms, but I knew I was not like other boys. I also knew that I found men 

fascinating. I wanted handsome men, such as pop stars or older teenage boys in my street, to like me. 

I thought it would be wonderful if they wanted me to be their friend. By puberty, I realised that I was 

attracted to men sexually – but I also knew that I must not tell anyone this fact. Those like me, if 

discovered, were liable to be ostracised, beaten, maybe killed. 

I was unsure of how the future might play out, but at least God loved me. These two beliefs, ideas, or 

situations were not – at that time – irreconcilable. 

Then as a 15 year old, I decided to make my love for God very real. I was not just going to be a church 

or Sunday School attendee. No, I was 100% committed. So, through an evangelical youth group (called 

Young Life) I prayed the sinner’s prayer and my born again life began. 
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At around this time, I discovered a Christian bookstore near my home and I purchased a book called 

The Jesus People Speak Out. The Jesus People were 1970s hippies who related to Jesus in a new way. 

Their “best friend” Jesus “took a bad rap” from the established religious authorities. The Jesus People 

made religion “cool”, experiential and real. Besides, old boring people thought the Jesus People were 

disrespectful, hence I was ready to side with the future of Christianity – the Jesus People side. 

This book was compelling reading for a young man who wanted to show that he was 100% given to 

God – even despite this lingering, hidden realisation that he was homosexual. At this time, the 

homosexual part wasn’t too troublesome – I just had to make sure no one knew. 

Then while I was reading, the question posed for comment was “what about homosexuals and the 

new gay lib movement?” This is when I learned that the Jesus People – “my people” – held that “the 

Bible teaches that homosexuals will not enter the kingdom of heaven”. And they quoted the Bible 

verse that appeared to state that very thing. 

I remember reading those lines in the book and feeling the enormous drop in my stomach as if 

someone had just forced two bricks down my throat. I was an abomination. The God whom I thought 

loved me no matter what, couldn’t love me. And the Bible proved it. 

It was a devastating moment. My two beliefs, ideas or situations were irreconcilable. I had to be cured. 

Hence for the next 30 years, I prayed, fasted, sought counselling and even went through exorcisms (I 

was told by Pentecostals that the reason I was homosexual is that I had opened myself –  at some 

time – to a demon of homosexuality). There posed two rather devastating irreconcilable issues. The 

first was that there was a demonic force within me. Secondly, that I had allowed the demon in. I didn’t 

know when I did or how I did it, but it was my fault that a demon of homosexuality was affecting my 

life. The next devastating reality was that despite the number of exorcisms I went through, I was still 

attracted to men. Was I holding onto this demon? I didn’t know how I was – but surely if I had faith the 

size of a mustard seed – then the demon would be gone. 

Those 30 years were long and exhausting. Why didn’t God heal me? I was earnest. I believed. Once I 

even fasted for seven days (no food – just water) to demonstrate how earnest I was at wanting to be 

healed. But nothing. 

I know my story is not unique. Many LGBTIQ+ Christians have experienced the same journey and 

experienced the same silence about healing from God, despite begging for God to make you 

“straight”. 

Some people never reconcile their experience of the love of God with the stony silence and withheld 

healing. Many friends from my Christian teens and early 20s who, like me, begged God to make them 

straight, ask me why, given the stony silence of God in the face of earnest pleading, I still hold to the 

story of God who loves me and makes me His son. 

Perhaps it was that I was able to reconcile who God is and to reach a serious and informed 

understanding of Scripture that led to reconciliation. Maybe it is just that I always knew that my Father 

in heaven – who loves me – must understood my homosexuality is nothing more than part of the 

identity with which I was born, and no – I didn’t allow a demon to enter my life. Perhaps it was coming 

to understand that God didn’t heal me because I never needed healing. In many ways this was the 

path to reconciliation. How could a God who loved me as the Scriptures taught withhold a healing if I 

needed to be healed? 
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I was able to reconcile daily life as it was with the lived message of Jesus. That message that the love 

of God is not preserved for the majority or the “ritually clean”. Rather the love of God looks for us 

when we are far off – when we aren’t pious and righteous – and comes running towards us to 

welcome us. 

Now I am reconciled to God who welcomes me and my husband. We both know we are welcome in 

His all-encompassing love. 

This (slightly updated) reflection was first published in the December 2022 edition of The Eagle, 

the magazine of St John’s Cathedral. Read the latest edition of The Eagle online. 

News • Friday 16 December 2022 • By Philippe Coquerand  

Anglicare supporting women and youth experiencing 

homelessness this Christmas 

When Cherice was 16, she was forced out of her home. Cherice connected with Anglicare Southern 

Queensland's homelessness services where she was provided with emergency accommodation, as well 

as 24-hour access to youth workers  

While most of us will be spending Christmas at home with our loved ones, Anglicare Southern 

Queensland will be supporting the many women and youth facing the loneliness and insecurity of 

homelessness. 

Currently, there are almost 10,000 women experiencing homelessness in Queensland, with statistics 

showing that around 40 per cent of those are under the age of 25, just like Cherice, a former Anglicare 

Southern Queensland client. 

When Cherice was 16, she was forced out of her home. At the time, Cherice was working two jobs 

while studying and was unable to afford rent. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SieKeMTzl70jp5OcMZ643OjEd27xptJK/view
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“It was very daunting. I remember feeling scared and unsure,” Cherice  said. 

Cherice connected with Anglicare Southern Queensland’s homelessness services where she was 

provided with emergency accommodation, as well as 24-hour access to youth workers who equipped 

her with practical skills and emotional support. 

“At times I didn’t know whether I’d get through it. But, with some help from the team at Anglicare 

Southern Queensland, I just kept putting one foot in front of the other…I didn’t feel like another 

statistic, I felt like an actual person,” she said. 

Through the help of Anglicare Southern Queensland’s services, Cherice completed her studies and 

eventually transitioned into independent accommodation. Nine years on, Cherice is now a surgical 

nurse, helping others in need. 

In the last year, Anglicare Southern Queensland received almost 1,000 enquiries from women and 

youth who are, or are at risk of, experiencing homelessness. As enquiries continue to increase year on 

year, there just are not enough beds and support services available to keep up with the demand. 

Anglicare Southern Queensland’s Manager of Homelessness Services, Rees Maddren, explained that 

homelessness support services are stretched beyond limits, across the sector. 

“Homelessness can happen to anyone, especially in the current climate where rentals are so high. 

People who have never experienced homelessness are going through that,” Mr Maddren said. 

“We receive hundreds of enquiries from women and young people needing accommodation and 

support, but the number of people who are experiencing homelessness, far outweighs the number of 

beds and support that are available.” 

This Christmas, Anglicare Southern Queensland is appealing for donations from the community. 

These donations are essential in providing those in need with a bed, counselling and other support 

services that reinforce their talents, interests, and choices to set them up for a successful future. 

“The work we do is vital and even though homelessness, especially with women, isn’t always seen, 

there isn’t enough funding to help everyone who is experiencing homelessness,” Mr Maddren said. 

To donate to Anglicare Southern Queensland’s Christmas appeal or to find out more, visit the 

Anglicare Southern Queensland website. 

Cherice’s story 

“I became homeless after a family breakdown. I was forced out of my father’s house and my mother 

was in prison. Although I was working two jobs, I still didn’t have enough money to cover the rent at 

my mother’s unit, so I ended up homeless and needing support.’’ 

“It was very daunting, I was scared, I was unsure.” 

A youth worker at school eventually set Cherice up with Anglicare Southern Queensland’s 

homelessness services. 

https://anglicaresq.org.au/christmas/
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“I was finally safe. I had a roof over my head and that’s all that I needed. I was going day by day and 

the staff really supported my decisions.” 

“I now live in a small, two-bedroom unit. I am very independent and love living by myself. I’m working 

as a surgical nurse in my graduate year at a major Brisbane hospital and I’m really loving life. I am very 

content.’ 

“I didn’t let being homeless define me. It was the simple things with my experience with Anglicare – if I 

was feeling sad, angry, or vulnerable, I could go up to the office and just sit there. We didn’t even have 

to talk. Those things meant more to me than anything. I didn’t feel like another statistic, I felt like an 

actual person.’ 

“I wouldn’t be where I am today without Anglicare. Without their support and guidance, I wouldn’t 

have had the opportunity to study, to buy a car, to get braces, to have my own unit – all of the things 

that I wanted to do but couldn’t without their support.’’ 

Anglicare Southern Queensland offers a range of programs to support women and young people 

experiencing homelessness. Services are focused on early intervention of those at risk of 

homelessness, crisis accommodation and support for clients to obtain long-term housing. In addition, 

Anglicare Southern Queensland supports clients to increase their living skills and achieve their goals 

through a case-planned process. 

News • Monday 19 December 2022 • By World Council of Churches  

World Christian leaders’ ecumenical pilgrimage of peace 

in South Sudan set for February 

 
Children pray during the morning assembly at the Loreto Primary School in Maker Kuei, South Sudan 

(Photo: Paul Jeffrey/Life on Earth Pictures)  
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After postponing their unique ecumenical pilgrimage of peace to South Sudan, world Christian leaders 

will travel to the world’s youngest nation in February. 

Pope Francis, head of the Roman Catholic Church; Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, 

head of the worldwide Anglican Communion; and, The Rev’d Dr Iain Greenshields, moderator of the 

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, are expected to be in Juba, the capital city, from 3-5 

February. 

The visit is viewed as crucial to boosting an ongoing peace process and encouraging the people facing 

violence and hunger. 

“The people of South Sudan welcome the visit. They are excited and look forward to the three leaders’ 

visit,” Anglican Bishop Moses Deng Bol of Wau said.  

“We are happy with this show of solidarity from the global Christian community. We hope it will 

reinforce the implementation of the revitalized peace agreement.” 

Earlier scheduled for July, the trip was postponed over Pope Francis’ health. In 2019, in a retreat in the 

Vatican, the Pope kissed the feet of warring leaders and urged them not to return to civil war. 

“The leaders are constantly being reminded of the effect of that kiss. They are reminded they cannot 

go back to war because of that act,” Bol said. 

In South Sudan, the majority are Christians. They live side by side with followers of African traditional 

religions and a small population of Muslims. 

According to the bishop, the unity of the three leaders during the visit reflected South Sudan 

churches’ vibrant ecumenical unity, under the South Sudan Council of Churches. While pastoring to 

the conflict-hit communities and delivering aid, the churches are also reconciling the people and 

steering for peace. 

On 4 February, in Juba, the leaders will meet communities recently displaced by floods, famine, and 

ongoing violence. A joint ecumenical prayer service is scheduled for 5 February in the city at the John 

Garang Mausoleum, the tomb of the late South Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army leader. 

South Sudan people revere Garang’—who died on 30 July 2005 in a helicopter plane crash—as the 

founding father of the nation. The leaders will also meet pastors of local churches and civic leaders. 

South Sudan attained its independence in 2011, but civil war erupted barely two years into freedom. 

An estimated 400,000 are believed to have died in the conflict. Although a 2018 peace agreement 

ended most of the fighting, ordinary people still suffer from violence and hunger. 

Pope Francis has said he thought of South Sudan and the plea for peace arising from its people who 

are weary of violence and poverty, awaiting concrete results from the process of national 

reconciliation. 

“I would like to contribute to that process, not alone, but by making an ecumenical pilgrimage 

together with two dear brothers…”, said the Pope, according to a statement from the Dicastery for 

Promoting Christian Unity on December 1. 
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Welby said together they shared a deep desire to stand in solidarity with the people of South Sudan, 

to review and renew the commitments its leaders made at the Vatican in 2019. 

“We pray for the Holy Spirit to be at work throughout and after this visit, bringing the peace promised 

by Christ,” the Archbishop said. 

According to Greenshields, the leaders will be visiting, “as servants of the global Church to accompany 

the people in South Sudan as they seek to give expression to Jesus’ words that ‘blessed are the 

peacemakers for they will be called the children of God.’ ” 

Before traveling to South Sudan, Pope Francis will visit the Democratic Republic of Congo from 31 

January-3 February. The Democratic Republic of Congo, a country with many Christians, is also facing 

a deadly militia conflict in the east. 

First published on the World Council of Churches website on 2 December 2022. 

 

https://www.oikoumene.org/news/world-christian-leaders-ecumenical-pilgrimage-of-peace-in-south-sudan-set-for-february

