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Justice & Advocacy • Thursday 23 February 2023 • By Bishop Daniel Abot   

Former refugee Bishop Daniel Abot supports Bill, calling 

for the evacuation of refugees warehoused offshore for 

10 years 

"So my heart breaks for those still stuck in limbo in Papua New Guinea and on Nauru, especially when I 

read about those who have become non-verbal or immobile due to hopelessness, because I have 

witnessed such suffering firsthand," Bishop Daniel Abot  

Last week the Migration Amendment (Evacuation to Safety) Bill 2023 was referred to the 

Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee. If passed, this Bill will evacuate 

all 150 refugees who have been held offshore in Papua New Guinea and on Nauru for 10 years. 

The Bill outlines a straightforward and constructive way in which these remaining people can 

be brought here and supported while they continue to wait for a durable third-

country solution. Australia has spent over $9.5 billion dollars in the last 10 years warehousing 

people on remote islands – while out of sight, they have remained in the hearts of Christians 

nationally. 

22 February 2023 

Committee Secretary 

Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee 

Department of the Senate 

PO Box 6100 
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Parliament House 

Australia Canberra ACT 

Dear Committee Secretary, 

Re: Inquiry into the Migration Amendment (Evacuation to Safety) Bill 2023 

I welcome the opportunity to contribute to the Committee’s inquiry into the Migration Amendment 

(Evacuation to Safety) Bill 2023 (“the Bill”). 

I, with the support of the Diocesan Administrator and Regional Bishops of the Anglican Church 

Southern Queensland, fully support the Bill, which compels the Commonwealth Government to offer 

transfer to Australia to all persons subject to offshore processing still in Papua New Guinea or on 

Nauru within one month of the Bill’s commencement. 

My personal experience seeking freedom and safety compels me to write this submission. 

During the civil war in Sudan in 1986, I fled my village home as a 12-year-old boy. I was one of 

thousands of the so-called “Lost Boys of Sudan”. I walked a thousand miles in the desert from my 

village in Duk to Ethiopia, where I spent the next six years. More than 20,000 boys walked across the 

desert as unaccompanied minors. We fled to escape the persecution of the Khartoum government 

who wanted to abduct boys to prevent them joining the rebel groups once they became older. 

In 1991 the United Nations moved us on foot, initially to Pochalla on the Ethiopian-Sudanese border, 

which took three weeks. Due to helicopter bombings and attacks from soldiers, after a few months, 

the United Nations said that we (15,000) children had to walk across the Kothngor Desert to Kakuma 

Refugee Camp in Kenya. I spent the next nine years there. 

I met my wife, Rachel, in the Kakuma Refugee Camp. I became a priest in 2003 in Kenya and then 

moved with Rachel to Queensland after our claim for refugee status was processed by the United 

Nations. I soon began studying and working for Anglicare Southern Queensland, assisting newly 

arrived refugees. 

I now work as an Ethnic Congregations Specialist for the Anglican Church Southern Queensland, 

serving Sudanese and South Sudanese community members locally and nationally. I have been 

warmly welcomed by the community of Toowoomba where I live with Rachel and our family. We have 

seven wonderful children. 

During our desert journeys, many of us “Lost Boys” died from starvation or dehydration. I survived 

cholera and tropical diseases, but many of my young friends did not because we lacked adequate 

medical care. Many boys died from bombs or gunfire or from being eaten by wild animals. Others 

died because they could not get up due to hopelessness. Others died by suicide. 

One of the hardest parts of being in a refugee camp for so long is the ongoing sense of “limbo”. It is 

very difficult to maintain good mental health when you are unable to plan for the future. It is very 

difficult to maintain hope when you feel forgotten or non-existent. 

So my heart breaks for those still stuck in limbo in Papua New Guinea and on Nauru, especially when I 

read about those who have become non-verbal or immobile due to hopelessness, because I have 

witnessed such suffering firsthand. 
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It is also very difficult to maintain physical health when you are in limbo, especially when you are 

unable to afford nutritious food, vaccinations or medicines, sleep well, safely exercise or access 

adequate medical care. I have also experienced this firsthand. 

Both mental and physical health are harmed when people are tortured, sexually assaulted or 

physically assaulted, and it is also very detrimental seeing others harmed in such ways. The 

Commonwealth Government’s leaked incident reports (more than 2,000 of the so-called “Nauru Files”) 

detail such offshore crimes. 

From personal experience, I can tell you that it is immaterial how people seek safety. I found safety 

after three long desert journeys and 15 years in refugee camps. Others seek safety by sea or by 

airplane. However, our plight is the same. Our right to live in safety, freedom and peace is the same. 

Our need to rebuild our lives is the same. 

The 150 people still held in Papua New Guinea and on Nauru did not have to spend 10 years there – 

successive Federal Governments have arbitrarily held them there. I respect all 150 of these people for 

their incredible courage and resilience. And, I pray for their speedy evacuation. The sooner they are 

evacuated and brought here, the sooner they will be able to begin recovering, both mentally and 

physically. 

People have fled their homelands to live in peace and freedom for millennia. As a Christian, I have 

read in the Gospel of Matthew (Chapter 2) about how even Mary and Joseph fled Bethlehem for Egypt 

to protect their son, Jesus, from persecution. 

I am grateful for the generosity, warmth and kindness Rachel and I received when we came here. The 

many good people I have met in my new Queensland homeland want refugees to be treated with 

respect and compassion. They want to see the remaining refugees in Papua New Guinea and on 

Nauru evacuated so their medical (and other basic) needs can be met while they await an appropriate 

third-party resettlement solution. Good, honourable people want to see these 150 people being 

treated the way they would want to be treated. 

This Bill must pass because the evacuation of those remaining in Papua New Guinea and on Nauru is 

urgently required. 

After 10 years of being indefinitely and arbitrarily held offshore, these people are in urgent need of 

medical care and for their most basic needs to be met. 

It is the responsibility of the Commonwealth Government to care for these people, so they can 

recover mentally and physically – just like those who have previously been evacuated from Papua 

New Guinea and Nauru. 

I thank those who have put this Bill forward and I appeal to the ALP that they will act in accordance 

with their stated policy by ensuring the Bill is passed. I also ask that Independents and the Coalition 

exercise common sense and compassion and help pass the Bill. 

Yours sincerely, 

The Right Rev’d Daniel Abot (Ethnic Congregations Specialist) 

With the support of, 
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The Right Rev’d Cameron Venables (Bishop for the Western Region and Diocesan Administrator) 

The Right Rev’d Jeremy Greaves (Bishop for the Northern Region) 

The Right Rev’d John Roundhill (Bishop for the Southern Region) 

Editor’s note 28/02/2023: Please email your Senator by 7 March 2023 or use this easy online tool 

to urge Parliament to pass this Bill.  

Dates & Seasons • Monday 27 February 2023 • By The Rev'd Sam Sigamani  

Why did Jesus curse the fig tree? 

"May this Lent be a time for us to experience God's salvation together with the rest of God’s good 

creation," (The Rev'd Sam Sigamani, The Parish of Wynnum, February 2023)  

The first image that comes into my mind whenever I think about the Lenten season is a deciduous 

tree – a tree that has no leaves on it that is preparing itself to regenerate new leaves, and with these, 

new life. Such a tree symbolises Lent as a time of preparation and renewal, although at this time of 

year in Queensland we are unlikely to witness a leafless deciduous tree. 

Trees are commonly mentioned in the scriptures with profound theological themes, such as life, 

knowledge and wisdom, righteousness, protection and redemption. 

The prophet Isaiah compares trees with the messianic coming (Isaiah 53). Jesus employs the use of 

plants and trees in his parables and other teachings. The four Gospel accounts variously refer to trees 

and other plants as metaphors about life, teachings and the suffering of Jesus. 

Here, I would like to reflect upon the narrative popularly called ‘Jesus Curses the Fig Tree’. Different 

gospel accounts mention Jesus’ interaction with a fig tree from different perspectives. Matthew (21.18-

22) and Mark (11.12-14, 20-25) narrate the so-called “cursing” of the fig tree in the context of Jesus’ 

entry into Jerusalem on a colt, thereby setting up the narrative of his crucifixion. Therefore, it is 

relevant for us to think about this passage during Lent. 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian_Search_Results?q=&sen=1&par=-1&gen=0&ps=0
https://action.asrc.org.au/evacuate-png-nauru#newmode-embed-44120-50616
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+53&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+21.18-22&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+21.18-22&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11.12-14&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11.20-25&version=NRSVA
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I try to understand that Jesus’ engagement with the fig tree is a mutual interaction between him and 

the tree. The tree responded strongly to the words of Jesus by withering its leaves. We have examples 

from the Bible, and from the gospel accounts that nature and its living beings could listen, respond, 

co-operate, and participate in the work of God. The story of Balaam and the donkey (Numbers 22.21-

35), Jonah and the fish (Jonah 1.17- 2.10) and Jesus calming the storm (Luke 8.22-25) are good 

examples of how nature participates in God’s work. Looking at the placement of the narrative in the 

gospel accounts, I think upon the following question: Can the tree’s withering be seen as a self-

sacrificing act of solidarity with Jesus’ self-sacrificing act on the tree of the cross? 

Jesus was soon to be nailed on the tree of the cross. Jesus’ act on the cross is a redemptive act of God. 

The salvation of Christ Jesus benefits the whole of creation, including humans. The fig tree, which was 

living on the (high)way to Jerusalem in my imagination, can be seen as symbolic of individual trees 

that once lived together as forests but have been deforested. So I am prompted to ask, “Are these 

trees not also redeemed?” 

I have lived in a place where, in the names of urbanisation and development, deforestation has been 

carried out systematically. I have witnessed places that once had trees providing shade, food and a 

haven for many birds and other living creatures turned into highways and skyscrapers. Trees were 

replaced by concrete bridges, apartments and carparks. The land, trees and wider ecosystem were 

once a habitat of many creatures that are now endangered species. This has severely impacted the 

ecosystem and its eco-balance. 

In a globalised world, ecological damage is both a specific context-based and a universal issue. What is 

carried out in the name of development in one part of the globe benefits other parts of the globe. This 

gives humans a shared responsibility towards preservation of nature and her gifts to us, and 

accountability for exploitation and abuse of natural resources, like forests. 

It is easier, but less significant, to say that the fig tree was just used by Jesus to teach the disciples a 

lesson about faith and prayer. It is more meaningful to understand the withered fig tree within the 

narration of Jesus’ redemptive act because it reminds us to recognise Jesus’ redemptive act for both 

humans and the rest of the creation, thus calling us to responsible intervention as Christians to 

reverse ecological damage. 

May this Lent be a time for us to experience God’s salvation together with the rest of God’s good 

creation. 

Editor’s note: Download the 2023 Doing Justice Lent Reflections, written by The Rev’d Deb Bird 

from The Parish of Maleny, Montville and Kenilworth and The Parish of Palmwoods, and 

designed by the Justice Unit’s, Peter Branjerdporn, for your smartphone now. The reflections 

are also available as shareable images and printable posters online. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+22.21-35&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+22.21-35&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+1.17-2.10&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8.22-25&version=NRSVA
http://bit.ly/2023Lent
http://bit.ly/2023lentfiles
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Justice & Advocacy • Monday 27 February 2023 • By Peter Branjerdporn  

"No perfect people allowed" 

"In a daily 'Thy Kingdom Come' reflection organised by the Archbishop of Canterbury in 2018, activist 

and author Shane Claibourne spoke about some church greeters he once encountered who wore t-shirts 

saying: 'No perfect people allowed'" (Peter Branjerdporn, showing the latest Lenten phone resource, 

February 2023)  

I mentioned to my friends that I hadn’t quite decided what to give up for Lent. “There might be too 

many road accidents if I give up coffee, so I think it will have to be ice-cream,” I joked. 

My friends laughed and then one of them asked me what Lent is all about. I answered that it is a time 

for preparing our hearts for Easter, and by giving up something it helps us to focus our attention on 

God, rather than on ourselves. 

In a daily “Thy Kingdom Come” reflection organised by the Archbishop of Canterbury in 2018, activist 

and author Shane Claibourne spoke about some church greeters he once encountered who wore t-

shirts saying: “No perfect people allowed”. 

The whole story of the Bible is about “imperfect people falling in love with a perfect God”, he said. 

Shane then reminds us that our faith communities should be places of welcome for people from all 

walks of life and backgrounds, because we are all imperfect people, invited by Jesus and forgiven by 

his grace. 

During this Lenten season, what if we focus less on trying to perfect our abstinence, and more on 

living out an inclusive and holistic faith? Even as we repent of our excesses and indulgences, let us 

lean towards doing justice rather than going without. 

This Lent, may we respond to Jesus’ words, “Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’” (Matthew 9.13) 

https://www.facebook.com/ShaneClaiborne/posts/heres-a-little-reflection-i-did-for-the-archbishop-of-canterbury-justin-welby-ch/10155125126996371/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9.13&version=NRSVA
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Editor’s note: Download the 2023 Doing Justice Lent Reflections, written by The Rev’d Deb Bird 

from The Parish of Maleny, Montville and Kenilworth and The Parish of Palmwoods, and 

designed by the Justice Unit’s, Peter Branjerdporn, for your smartphone now. The reflections 

are also available as shareable images and printable posters online. 

Justice & Advocacy • Monday 27 February 2023 • By Aunty Dr Rose Elu  

Why I support constitutional recognition through an 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice to Parliament: 

Aunty Dr Rose Elu 

 
I remember voting in the 1967 referendum. At the time I was living in Seisia at the tip of Australia on the 

Cape York Peninsula. My family moved there in the late 1940s when I was very young because we needed 

to leave our Torres Strait Island home of Saibai for the Cape to seek safety from the threat of tsunami 

and malaria. 

The 1967 referendum achieved two important things for my people. We were subsequently counted 

in the census as part of the Australian population and the Commonwealth was enabled to make laws 

for us under Section 51 of the Constitution. Prior to the 1967 referendum much of what we could and 

could not do was controlled by state-based legislation. 

This included seeking permission to travel within Australia. For example, if we wanted to leave Seisia 

and visit family on Saibai we were legally required to seek permission from government authorities. I 

remember being counted on passenger boats when we left the reserves – being lined up and counted 

by Queensland Native Affairs Office big shots who threw boiled lollies on the ground for us to pick up. 

My father, who was a chief, even had to seek permission for me to move to Melbourne so I could 

study. 

The successful 1967 referendum was also a significant catalyst for the dismantling of state-based 

assimilation policies. 

http://bit.ly/2023Lent
http://bit.ly/2023lentfiles
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Over 90 per cent of voters voted “yes” in the 1967 referendum in what was to become a watershed 

moment in our shared history, especially in the way it united us. I pay my respects to all those who 

campaigned in the lead up to the 1967 referendum – both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples and non-Indigenous peoples alike. 

The forthcoming referendum about recognising Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the 

Constitution through a pragmatic Voice to Parliament builds on the remarkable legacy of the 1967 

referendum. I am hopeful that this year’s referendum will be a success and I look forward to seeking 

to contribute my views as Parliament consults with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

about the model. 

Editor’s note: The Anglican Church Southern Queensland supports constitutional recognition 

through an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice to Parliament. For campaign resources 

and more information, please visit the YES23 website.  

Reflections • Tuesday 28 February 2023 • By The Rev'd Gregory Loumeau, Margaret 

Thurgood, Aaron Vidya Sagar, Bishop Cam Venables, Rebecca McLean  

What I would tell my teenage self: Greg Loumeau, 

Margaret Thurgood, Aaron Vidya Sagar, Cam Venables and 

Rebecca McLean  

The Rev'd Greg Loumeau from The Parish of Hervey Bay in his late teens  

 

The Rev’d Greg Loumeau – Rector, The Parish of Hervey Bay 

Focus on people – see the people around you for who they are, not just what they can do for you. 

Genuine relationships will always bring more long-term fulfilment than any short-term successes. 

https://yes23.com.au/
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I’ve been called a “perfectionist” more than a few times by some of the closest people in my life. Whilst 

I wouldn’t totally agree with them, I admit that I do like to do things very well. This has led me to 

develop the term “gregism”: doing something the way I want it done for no better reason than I want it 

done that way (perhaps because I believe it to be the best way). 

When I was in my late teens and early twenties, I found myself in a team leader position. I can recall a 

“gregism” incident over a trivial matter between a colleague and me that led to the breakdown in our 

relationship. Whilst we did later make amends, the trust that had been placed in me was never fully 

restored and our friendship was never the same again. This is something that I still regret to this day. 

So my advice to my younger self is to focus on people: to see them for who they are, to appreciate 

what they already bring to the table, to acknowledge the difference they make in the world. Lasting 

relationships will always bring more fulfillment than forgettable short-term successes. 

Southern Region parishioner Margaret Thurgood (right) with a school friend in Brisbane in the 1930s 

Margaret Thurgood – centenarian parishioner, Southern Region  

I was thirteen in 1933. I was always very loved and supported by my parents, so I didn’t have many 

worries. Because of this, it’s hard to know what I would say to myself. My only worry was getting good 

enough marks to get into university. There were a few of us at school who were quite clever and so we 

had a friendly competition between us. I didn’t worry much – I just did my best. 

It’s very important for parents to spend time with their children. When I used to sit at the dining table 

late at night to do my lessons, my father would sit opposite me reading a book just to keep me 
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company. I think he was disappointed when I told him that I wanted to leave school to be a 

hairdresser. He just said, “Megs, if that’s your decision, you go for it.” He didn’t discourage me, even 

though he hoped I would go to university. 

Years later my mum told me that it had broken his heart, but he didn’t let on. I soon changed my mind 

and decided over the school holidays to go back to school so I wasn’t lonely for my friends. At 17 years 

of age I went on to study science at the University of Queensland. 

Aaron Vidya Sagar at a 2019 Ichthus Camp 

 

Aaron Vidya Sagar — theology student, St Francis College & parishioner, St Bart’s, Mt 

Gravatt  

I think I would tell my seventeen-year-old myself to lean into myself more. When I was 17 I was 

looking for who I was trying to be. I was looking at different people, such as the youth ministers I’d 

had, family members (grandparents, aunties and uncles), and male athletes who had also grown up 

with a single mum. I was trying to be so many people that I lost who I was. 

The older I get, the more I understand that the person I need to be is who I already am. There are 

things that need pruning and polishing, but I think learning to be me rather than more of someone 

else has helped a lot. For example, when conversing with someone, I ask myself, “Am I being authentic 

to my culture in this interaction? And, if not, am I ok with that, or was that appropriate? 

I got to a point a few years ago where I was trying to be like so many other people that I felt hollow. I 

did a lot of self-reflection to get to this stage. 

https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2020/11/30/qa-with-trailblazing-uq-science-graduate-cursillo-member-writer-and-centenarian-parishioner-margaret-thurgood/
https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2020/11/30/qa-with-trailblazing-uq-science-graduate-cursillo-member-writer-and-centenarian-parishioner-margaret-thurgood/
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“This photo was taken when I was 16. Dad had hired a boat and we were out on a lough somewhere in 

Scotland. My brother and I had just climbed back into the boat having swum alongside for a while and 

there was much laughter from the shared adventure” (Bishop Cam Venables, pictured with his mother 

and brother) 

 

Bishop Cam Venables – Bishop for the Western Region & Diocesan Administrator 

There are many things I would say to my teenage self and they include: “You are deeply loved – by 

God and by others! Your gifts are minor – but, you have a unique contribution to make to bring about 

good in the world. Be present to the gift of now, and don’t sweat the small stuff! Learn Spanish…or, 

any second language, because of the broader horizon that will be created by this. Be interested in 

everything. Be kind to the people you share life with. Be thankful each day. Please, please learn to 

cook! And, be reassured that the Berlin Wall will come down; Nelson Mandela will be released; whales 

will not become extinct; and, America and Russia will not detonate nuclear bombs in Europe!” 

It’s hard to pick one out of all these! Hard to limit what I would say to that 16-year-old sitting in the 

boat laughing with his family…so clearly enjoying a moment. If I had to, it might well be the 

encouragement to learn a second language well…and, go and live for a while in a country where that 

language is spoken. I suggest this because it can helpfully reframe so much. 

The world is always going to be bigger and more extraordinary than we can understand…and there’s 

such joy in that knowledge. 
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19-year-old Rebecca McLean 

 

Rebecca McLean – Wellbeing & Development Officer, Episcopal Office 

This was a tougher exercise than I thought. When I said “yes” to contributing to this piece, I was sure 

something would come to mind that I would love to go back in time and tell my teenage self. I sat and 

pondered for the longest time… 

Should I have studied harder? Well, no, I don’t think so. I balanced great grades with quality time for 

family, friends, hobbies and a healthy amount of time out in my own company to ponder spirituality, 

music and, of course, that secret crush. 

Should I have been kinder to my parents? No, I think I nailed that as well. I have always had so much 

appreciation for what my parents did, and continue to do for me, and my now little family. I perhaps 

verbalise my gratitude to them more often now, but back then I was always silently grateful, and had a 

strong connection with the oldies. 

Should I have led with more confidence? I didn’t seem short of confidence either. I could probably 

have done without the first half of Grade 9 (notoriously the most difficult year for many teens) as I 

navigated some bullying and alienation from an old primary school friendship group while I truly bed 

down my high school tribe. But, otherwise, I was always pretty ok to be me. 

I think things were easier for teenagers back then, especially because there was no social media. 

Given contemporary pressures, I can only hope that my two girls navigate the teen years with as much 

confidence and certainty as I did. 

What began to surface as the most useful advice to my teen self is, “Keep doing what you’re doing”. If 

anything though, the message I have for my “now” self is, “Do more of what you did when you were a 
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teenager!” Find more time for loved ones, particularly yourself, and get some of that confidence 

back. Miss 16 sure wasn’t lacking in that department! 

Spotlight Q&A • Monday 27 February 2023 • By Katie Free  

Q&A with ambidextrous British comedy fan, science 

student and Cambooya parishioner, Katie Free 

Katie Free serving with The Rev'd Rick Gummow at All Saints', Cambooya in December 2022  

 

Where do you currently live and where do you worship?  

I currently live in my childhood home at Felton and worship at All Saints’ Church at Cambooya. 

How long have you been involved in the Anglican Church and in what roles? 

I have been serving in church for three years. 

How does your faith inspire you and shape your outlook, life choices and character? 

I try to live my life in the faith of the Church, doing what I know is right. I also remember I will always 

be looked after by the God who created the universe. 

What are your plans and goals for the next 12 months or so? 

Now I’ve finished school, I’m planning on training to be a Liturgical Assistant in our parish and I am 

studying Science at university. 
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Can you tell us a little about your personal faith journey?  

I used to think that church was so boring, that you had to be at least 50 to be a Christian, but then I 

started to listen. As I grew older, I realised that other people have a similar story to me. 

What is your favourite scripture and why?  

Luke 15.11-32, the story of the Prodigal Son, is special to me. It reminds me of the overwhelming love 

God has for me. 

What person of faith inspires you the most and why?  

The Rev’d Rick Gummow has not only encouraged me in my spiritual journey, but has been there for 

me if ever I have needed to talk to anyone. 

What are some practical ways that we can celebrate the way differences help to make 

us whole and the importance of diversity in our unity?  

Differences between people are how we stand out. By listening to other people’s interests and beliefs, 

we can embrace their differences and accept them. 

What are the primary strengths of the Church and what is the best way to make the 

most of these for the benefit of our communities?  

The Church has the power to show people the strength and goodness of God. By showing people the 

benefit of the Church, we will show them the power of God. 

What is the best piece of advice you have ever received and who gave you this advice?  

My legal studies teacher, Ms Celeste White, once told me that the decisions I made as I transitioned 

out of school will not necessarily affect the rest of my life. 

What is the kindest gesture you have ever received or witnessed? 

All of my teachers took time out of their days to help me at some point in my senior schooling. 

What do you do in your free time to recharge and relax?  

I love going for a long ride, especially at sunset when there are great views. 

If you found yourself on a deserted island, what three things would you choose to have 

with you?  

A box of fireworks, a dictaphone and a pair of hairdresser scissors, because you never know. 

What day would you like to re-live and why?  

My confirmation day. I created so many memories that day that I’ll probably have for the rest  of my 

life. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15.11-32&version=NRSVA
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If you could have a billboard with any text on it, what would it say and why?  

“If you’re reading this, I’m guessing you’re in a car, which means you might be driving – keep your eyes 

on the road!” 

What is your earliest memory? 

When I was three, the car ran out of battery at the coast and we had to wait for the RACQ van to 

come. 

If you are having a bad day, what do you do to cheer yourself up? 

British comedy always makes me feel better. 

What is your secret skill? 

I’m pretty good at writing with my left hand even though I’m right-handed. 

What’s your best childhood memory? 

In August 2022 we had a 16-hour HPV (human powered vehicle) race, which was probably the most 

challenging but enjoyable thing I’ve done in a long time. 

Local • Tuesday 28 February 2023 • By Philippe Coquerand  

Hervey Bay resident celebrates centenarian birthday 

Lilian "Bearl" Connor with her family at Anglicare's Kirami Residential Aged Care home celebrating her 

100th birthday on 27 February 2023 (Photo: Anglicare Southern Queensland)  
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A “never give up attitude” and a healthy lifestyle may just be the keys to longevity as a Wide Bay aged 

care resident celebrates her centenarian birthday with her family and friends. 

Lilian “Bearl” Connor was born on 28 February 1923 and raised on a dairy farm at Etna Creek in 

Central Queensland with her three brothers. Bearl has been a resident at Anglicare Southern 

Queensland’s Kirami Residential Aged Care home in Hervey Bay for the past two years. Up until the 

age of 98 she was living independently in her own home. 

Bearl was a hard worker on the farm and this ethic remained throughout her life. She loved milking 

cows – up to 42 on her own. 

Her daughter Fay said her mum joined the Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) in 1939 and did voluntary 

work for the Red Cross while still working on the farm. 

“The VAD worked for a day at the Orion Café in Rockhampton to aid the Red Cross and the owner was 

so impressed with Bearl’s work ethic, he offered her a job,” she said. 

Her love of dancing led her to meeting husband Kevin Connor at the Palais Royal in Rockhampton. He 

slid across the dance floor to ask her friend to dance and as he reached her, out came Bearl, and he 

was lost. 

Kevin and Bearl then got married and had two children, Fay and Denis. 

Kevin worked at the courthouse and later for solicitors and Bearl was a homemaker. Bearl was a 

wonderful dressmaker and would sew for family and friends, even making a number of wedding 

dresses. With no driver’s license, Bearl rode a bicycle all over Rockhampton. 

Bearl recalled family holidays being spent at nearby Keppel Sands enjoying music, singing, dancing 

and games with their group of friends “the Flying Fox Gang”. 

Devastatingly Bearl’s husband Kevin suffered a heart attack and died at the age of 45, which left her 

facing the harsh realities of life. Fortunately, Denis was still living with her and was a great support. 

In 1974 Bearl moved to Yeppoon to live next door to her ageing parents on Meikleville Hill. As well as 

caring for them, she embraced her new lifestyle and became a volunteer for a large number of 

organisations, including Meals on Wheels, the Wednesday Club, Blue Nurses and escorting children 

for the Bush Children’s Home. She continued a long involvement with the Country Women’s 

Association (CWA), sang in a choral group, joined U3A and continued her passion for bridge. 

With an adventurous spirit, Bearl enjoyed travelling and there is little of Australia that she hasn’t 

visited. At the age of 79, she travelled by 4WD across the Simpson Desert with a group of younger 

friends and she loved it. On her 80th birthday, her son Denis accompanied her on her first helicopter 

flight over the Gold Coast. Bearl was still driving until the age of 90 when she decided to hand in her 

driver’s licence and car. She also visited family by train all over Southern Queensland, including 

Hervey Bay, Brisbane, Laidley and the Gold Coast. 

At the age of 98, she moved from her home at Yeppoon to Hervey Bay where Fay and Reville live and 

began a new phase of her life at Anglicare Southern Queensland’s Kirami Residential Aged Care home. 

Up until then, she was living independently, playing and teaching bridge three times a week and 

enjoying mountain hikes with her family into her 90s. Bearl’s family regularly visit her at Kirami. 
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Her whole family are gathering at Fay and Reville’s home at Nikenbah today for lunch to celebrate her 

100th birthday. 

On 1 March 2023, the Fraser Coast Regional Council will be conducting a ceremony to plant a 

Centenary Tree in the Botanical Gardens at Urangan to recognise Bearl’s 100th birthday. 

Fay believes the secret to her mum’s long life is her “adaptability and stoicism”. 

“It may be that she has come from a long-living family and has never drunk or smoked,” she said. 

“Her family believe it has a lot to do with her adaptability and stoicism…her ‘never give up’ attitude. 

“No matter what life has thrown at her, she has never complained…just picked herself up and got on 

with life. We are all so very proud of her.” 

People & History • Monday 27 February 2023 • By Dr Sheilagh Ilona O’Brien, The Rev'd Dr 

Greg Jenks   

A coin is worth a thousand words 

St Francis College Dean of Students Dr Sheilagh O'Brien with a gold cup-shaped hyperpyron coin of 

Alexius I (this coin is part of the Centre for Coins, Culture and Religious History collection, which is on 

display at St John's Cathedral)  

“The past is a foreign country; they do things differently there,” declared author L.P. Hartley in The Go-

Between, in one of the finest opening lines in English literature since Charles Dickens declared “It was 

the best of times, it was the worst of times…” 

I used to travel overseas quite a lot and the little alloy tokens that we used to purchase a train ticket or 

pay for a taxi ride were a source of fascination and frustration. In a tangible way they told us just how 

foreign we were to the place we were visiting. Coins are material products of a culture that can offer 
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discerning eyes a glimpse of another country’s story – or at least the story it wants to tell you about 

itself. 

Historical coins offer us a similar glimpse into a different kind of foreign country, and one that we 

cannot still visit. They are a tangible link to a past that is profoundly different from our present and 

seems ever further away from our modern experience. 

Today we tap a card or use a phone app to make purchases, but for more than two-and-a-half 

thousand years, the most common form of currency in much of the world was the humble “coin”. And 

those coins came in many forms in different places. We might think only of shiny metal coins that we 

associate with ancient China, Europe, the Near East or North Africa, but in Oceania shell money was 

far more popular. 

Coins, whatever they are made of, do not usually carry microchips and cannot be used for late night 

online shopping binges, but they are often well-preserved in archaeological sites across the world and 

offer us their own stories about the past. 

They are pieces of art, statements of power, tools of propaganda – and a way to buy a loaf of bread – 

all in one. 

They can tell us how the people who made them wanted the world to see them. Roman emperors 

used the symbols on their coins to project power and prestige. But over time the coins they produced 

tell a story of how that image of power, and the beliefs those in power, changed. For example, coins 

can chart the shift from pagan Rome to Christian Rome through their changing iconography – or even 

the iconography’s change in meaning. 

The images of Jupiter or “winged Victories” found on the reverse of imperial coinage in the early 

Christian era gave way slowly to the Christian imagery of Christ across the fourth century. And of 

course, the Victories themselves went through their own evolution. From the Greek goddess Nike, the 

latinised goddess Victoria as a pair of “Victories”, to the heavenly hosts – angels. 

In the new St Francis College unit Telling History: Introduction to Church History, coins from the 

Centre for Coins, Culture and Religious History at St John’s Cathedral are being used to enrich our 

students’ understanding of the past. Students in the course will be invited to present on a topic 

involving a material object, and they will be able to choose from a wide range of coins, lamps, and 

manuscripts provided by the Centre for Coins, Culture and Religious History. 

In this course students will examine several case studies from across Christian history, from early 

Christian apologetical writings to contemporary debates about the role of religion in society. In the 

second case study in the course, students will read extracts from The Alexiad by Anna Comnena (Anna 

Komnene). Anna was the daughter of the Byzantine emperor Alexius I Comnenus (Komnenos) and is 

sometimes called the first female historian. 

Anna was “born to the purple”, quite literally, having been born to her mother Irene Doukaina in the 

Porphyra Chamber of the imperial palace in Constantinople, which Anna described in The Alexiad. 

Anna’s father had become emperor two years earlier. Anna was the eldest of his children and his co-

heir until her younger brother John could be named as his father’s heir (after the death of their father, 

John imprisoned his sister in a monastery for attempting to seize the throne). 

https://www.stfran.qld.edu.au/ch1001z-8001z-telling-history-introduction-to-church-history
http://www.cccrh.org/


Page 19 of 34 

 

Alexius I Comnenus is best remembered now for his continuous military struggle to halt the collapse 

of the Byzantine Empire and, in the west, for initiating the First Crusade (1096-1099). 

Anna’s Alexiad is the best source we have for her father’s life and is a first-hand account of the First 

Crusade from a Byzantine perspective. It also extensively discusses the role of women in the 

Byzantine court, including Anna’s powerful grandmother, Anna Augusta Dalassene, and Anna’s own 

mother, Irene Doukaina, who supported her daughter’s claim to the imperial throne. 

The Centre for Coins, Culture and Religious History’s collection includes coins that were minted by 

Anna’s father, Alexius, and her brother, John. 

The coins issued by Alexius and his son have a similar shape and iconography. 

The emperor is shown on one side – just as had been the case in the first century when Jesus asked 

whose head was on the coin and tells his followers to “render unto Caesar what belongs to Caesar” 

(Mark 12.15). On the other side of many Roman coins an image of a god or goddess would be 

displayed – for example the defied Augustus was found on the so-called “tribute penny” referenced in 

Mark 12.15. 

But in the place of Augustus or Jupiter, or winged Victories, the Comnenus emperors coins that we 

have at the Centre for Coins, Culture and Religious History have Christ on the obverse, portrayed as 

the Pantokrator (ruler of all), seated on a throne. 

On Alexius’ coin, the King of Kings offers a blessing, while on John’s coin he holds the gospel book. 

The coins of this period are notable for their “scyphate” or “cup” shape. Rather than being flat, they 

are convex discs. This may have been a device to confound potential counterfeiters. The coins of this 

period were also “debased” in that the gold coinage had reduced gold purity. By the time Alexius I 

Comnenus became emperor, the coinage was no longer struck in gold and one of his important 

reforms was replacing the “billon” coins, which used a cheap alloy of base metals with minimal gold or 

silver, with a mixture of copper and silver in a new concave gold coin, the hyperpyron. 

The John coin shown here is made of “billon”. It is easy to see the difference between the dull copper-

silver alloy of John’s coin, and the golden hyperpyron of Alexius. 

Like these two coins – one shiny and bright, one dull and damaged – the period of Anna’s life was 

tumultuous. You might say it was the best of times for the Comnenus family as Anna’s father 

managed to establish a dynasty that would last a century. But it was also the worst of times. 

Constantinople had thought its western allies might help restore their lost territories in Anatolia, and 

even recapture the Holy Land for the Empire – Jerusalem itself had been lost more than three 

hundred years earlier. 

The leaders of the First Crusade pledged fealty to Alexius in Constantinople and swore that they 

would return his lost lands to him in exchange for supplies and monetary support from the Emperor. 

Instead, they claimed the lands for themselves. Over the next century, the Crusader States proved in 

some ways to be as troublesome a set of neighbours as the Seljuq Sultanate. 

https://coinweek.com/ancient-coins/byzantine-coins-become-cup-shaped/
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Shortly after the Comnenus dynasty lost power in Constantinople, the city was sacked by the Fourth 

Crusade in 1204 – a western Christian army that had been called upon to save the city of Jerusalem 

looted the holy sites of the second Rome, destroying and defacing churches, monasteries, and 

convents. The crusaders even melted down bronzes, like the famous Farnese Hercules by Lysippos 

that Alexander the Great had commissioned in the fourth century B.C.E. 

The destruction of the city and the splintering of the empire was a brutal blow to Byzantium’s prestige 

and power from which it would never recover. In some ways, the golden coin of Alexius I Comnenus is 

symbolic of the last great Byzantine dynasties. It’s a tiny piece of art that captures a moment in time, 

when Byzantium struggled for its own survival and briefly hoped that an alliance with western 

“Christendom” might re-unite the faith and restore the Holy Land to the empire. 

These moments are recapturable in the ancient coins, lamps, manuscripts, marble statues, and 

mosaics that remain. They show us the imagery and imagination of a distant time and place and allow 

us to find new ways to tell the stories of that distant past for our present. 

Editor’s note: If you found this feature interesting and you would like to know more about 

studying at St Francis College or about the Semester 1 2023 subject ‘CH1001Z/CH8001Z: Telling 

History: Introduction to Church History’, please visit the St Francis College website or contact 

the Dean of Students, Dr Sheilagh O’Brien, on 07 5514 7403 or via 

sheilagh.obrien@anglicanchurchsq.org.au 

If you are interested in seeing more coins from the Collection, please visit The Cathedral Coins 

at St John’s Anglican Cathedral or visit their online exhibitions. For further information, contact 

the Centre for Coins, Culture and Religious History.  

  

https://www.stfran.qld.edu.au/ch1001z-8001z-telling-history-introduction-to-church-history
mailto:sheilagh.obrien@anglicanchurchsq.org.au
https://cccrh.org/exhibitions/
https://cccrh.org/contact/
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People & History • Tuesday 28 February 2023 • By Helen Wootton  

St Martin’s House legacy celebrated at centenary 

celebrations 

St Martin’s War Memorial Hospital nurses and a clergyperson in the 1930s  

The centenary of the opening of St Martin’s War Memorial Hospital, now St Martin’s House, was 

celebrated in late November. All those connected with St Martin’s House were invited to gather and 

share their stories. Among the 200 people who attended were old friends who caught up for the first 

time in many years. All rejoiced in the chance to reminisce in the part they have played in the 

heritage-listed building’s legacy. 

In 1922, Governor-General Sir Henry Forster opened the new war memorial hospital. For the recent 

centenary celebrations, 

Her Excellency the Honourable Dr Jeannette Young AC PSM recounted the story of the hospital’s 

establishment and the terrible toll that the First World War took on Queensland’s young men. Building 

a war memorial hospital was a way for the Queensland community to remember those who died and 

to provide for those who returned from active service and needed care. 

The Sisters of the Society of the Sacred Advent ran the hospital for the 50 years it operated. Lin Cox, a 

nurse at St Martin’s from 1962 to 1966, spoke warmly of the life-long friendships she made while 

undertaking training at the hospital. Lin described her four years of learning under the guidance of 

Sister Joan and Sister Dorothy as a very positive and happy experience. 

“We worked hard in very spartan conditions, no luxuries, but we were treated fairly. I always felt safe 

and nurtured, and certainly proud when I received my registration as a registered nurse. I will always 

be grateful to Sister Joan for my nursing life,” Ms Cox said. 



Page 22 of 34 

 

 

In addressing those present, Sister Gillian Gardiner SSA shared a prayer of thanksgiving for the 

foresight of those who established the hospital, for the fundraising committees and benefactors, the 

matron, the nurses, the doctors, patients, and the Society of the Sacred Advent that the hospital was a 

going concern for around 50 years, and for all those associated with St Martin’s over its 100 years, 

especially those connected to it today. 

The continued caring and support provided today from St Martin’s for the Cathedral community and 

beyond were outlined by Kelly Houston (Parish Support Officer, Finance and Diocesan Services 

Commission) and Judy Fay (Community Development Coordinator, St John’s Cathedral). 

Following the formalities, past nurses, medical staff, patients and their families spent time sharing 

stories about their part in the heritage of St Martin’s House. 

One of these was Ian Campbell who was a patient from 1965 to 1967 and his wife, Ann, whose father 

was a patient at the same time. Ian and Ann met at the hospital and have now been married for 53 

years. Ian was delighted to meet up with Margaret Peel, the physiotherapist who helped him recover 

from his very serious injuries. 

During the recent centenary celebrations, the St Martin’s House corridors were filled once again with 

nurse chatter as tours were conducted to the top-floor operating theatre and the old ground-floor 

wards – now the staff kitchen, music room and Darnell Room. 

Features • Tuesday 28 February 2023 • By The Very Rev'd Dr Peter Catt, The Rev’d Canon 

Bruce Boase  

Queensland Government's youth justice reform Bill is 

"racially prejudicial": Social Responsibilities Committee 

 
Aboriginal community members gathering (Image sourced from Canva)  
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The ACSQ’s Social Responsibilities Committee (along with separate submissions from the 

Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Protection Peak and the CEO of the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Service) has condemned a proposed Queensland 

Government youth justice Bill for its “racially prejudicial implications” and for the 

Government’s lack of consultation and overriding of its own Human Rights Act.  

Committee Secretary 

The Economics and Governance Committee Queensland Parliament 

Parliament House 

George Street 

Brisbane 

QLD 4000 

The Social Responsibilities Committee 

Anglican Church Southern Queensland (Diocese of Brisbane) 

Strengthening Community Safety Bill 2023 

24 February 2023 

Dear Members, 

This submission is made on behalf of the Social Responsibilities Committee (SRC) of the Anglican 

Church Southern Queensland (Diocese of Brisbane) (ACSQ). I am the chair of the Committee. 

We are grateful to the members of the Economics and Governance Committee (Committee) for the 

opportunity to comment on the Strengthening Community Safety Bill 2023 (The Bill). 

We welcome the opportunity to respond to The Bill. However, we note that because The Bill was 

introduced on 21 February 2023 with a submission deadline of 24 February 2023 that stakeholders 

were only given two and a half days to respond. The reporting deadline is also very tight having been 

set at 10 March 2023. Thus, we echo the Queensland Law Society’s position that the lack of 

appropriate consultation and news of a two-week reporting deadline is “proof the government are not 

prioritising youth justice by rushing it through.” These rushed consultation and reporting periods are 

gravely concerning given The Bill’s implications for some of Queensland’s most vulnerable youth and 

their families and communities. 

While we support the Queensland Government’s commitment to making communities safer, including 

addressing why youth offend and seeking to reduce associated crime rates, the Anglican Church 

Southern Queensland’s Social Responsibilities Committee writes to express our opposition to the 

Queensland Government’s current proposal and instead asks that the Government develops 

strategies reflecting its previously stated commitment to pursue evidence-based youth justice reform. 

While this submission focuses on the disproportionate impacts of The Bill on Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander youth, we are broadly concerned that The Bill overrides the Queensland Human Rights 

Act 2019 (as acknowledged by Mark Ryan MP, the Minister for Police and Corrective Services) and will 

likely lead to significantly more children being jailed. 

If the Queensland Government is committed to keeping all communities safe, legislation must protect 

our most vulnerable, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. 

https://www.qls.com.au/Content-Collections/News/2023/MEDIA-STATEMENT-(3)
https://www.qls.com.au/Content-Collections/News/2023/MEDIA-STATEMENT-(3)
https://www.cyjma.qld.gov.au/youth-justice/reform/youth-justice-strategy
https://www.cyjma.qld.gov.au/youth-justice/reform/youth-justice-strategy
https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/bills/2023/3130/Strengthening-Community-Safety-Bill-2023---Statement-about-Exceptional-Circumstances-0927.pdf
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In November 2022, the Queensland Law Society reported that: 

“Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are significantly overrepresented in Queensland’s 

criminal justice system. Although making up just 4.6% of Queensland’s population, Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people comprise 35% of the adult prison population and 62.6% of the youth and 

child prison population. The rate of incarceration for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children is 

33 times the rate of non-Indigenous children.” 

On 29 November 2022, the Queensland Parliament passed a motion in support of the Uluru 

Statement from The Heart. This landmark statement, explains that: 

“Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on the planet. We are not an innately criminal 

people. Our children are aliened from their families at unprecedented rates. This cannot be because 

we have no love for them. And our youth languish in detention in obscene numbers. They should be 

our hope for the future. These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural nature of our 

problem. This is the torment of our powerlessness.” 

Given that Queensland’s incarceration rate for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children is 33 

times that of non-Indigenous children The Bill will impact Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 

in a grossly disproportionate way. We argue that The Bill therefore has racially prejudicial implications 

and will exacerbate and prolong the inter- generational trauma caused by assimilationist forcible 

removal policies (of the Stolen Generations); undermine self-determination; further alienate 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their families, cultures and communities; and, 

undermine gains made in Queensland’s Reconciliation processes and dialogues. 

We are therefore compelled to ask: 

• What level of consultation did the Queensland Government undertake with Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander communities before and during the drafting of The Bill? 

• And, what level of consultation does the Queensland Government intend to undertake with 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities during the reporting period? 

If the Queensland Government seeks to be consistent with its own Human Rights Act and statements 

and Parliamentary motions, then it must seek alternatives to harshening what are already the nation’s 

harshest youth justice laws. We instead call upon the Queensland Government to pursue evidence-

based youth justice reform. 

A recent open letter by PeakCare Queensland, a peak child protection body comprising more than 50 

expert and other NGO members, states that: 

“When First Nations leaders and organisations have been able to design and manage responses to 

youth crime within their communities, the results have been impressive. Governments need to get out 

of the way and let First Nations leaders lead. This means making a genuine commitment to self-

determination by First Nations peoples and resourcing of their communities to deliver local responses 

that they, more than anyone else, know will work best.” 

If the Queensland Government is genuinely intent on keeping all communities safe, any response to 

addressing youth crime must include diverting children 13 years and under from the criminal justice 

system. This is because the younger children are when they first engage the justice system, the more 

likely they will re-offend. 

https://www.qlsproctor.com.au/2022/11/report-queensland-has-highest-youth-detention-rate/
https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au/sites/default/files/2017-05/Uluru_Statement_From_The_Heart_0.PDF
https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au/sites/default/files/2017-05/Uluru_Statement_From_The_Heart_0.PDF
https://peakcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/final-copy-of-open-letter.pdf?mc
https://peakcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/final-copy-of-open-letter.pdf?mc
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Related to this matter is the highly concerning “Offence to breach conditions of bail” at Section 29(2), 

which introduces breach of bail as an offence for children. This Section is especially disturbing given 

The Bill identifies that the Section is “incompatible with human rights” and inconsistent with the 

Human Rights Act 2019. 

The SRC calls for the Queensland Government to uphold the Human Rights Act and to significantly 

invest in evidence-based solutions that build the capacity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

communities to support, nurture and educate their children. 

For example, PeakCare Queensland’s open letter states that: 

“By the time children enter detention, over 50% have not been attending school. It is within the 

classroom that anti-social behaviours usually begin to emerge. Non-attendance at schools and high 

rates of suspensions and exclusions are frequent precursors to children’s involvement with the youth 

justice system. Better resourcing of teachers and schools with the programs and supports they need 

to keep children engaged in schooling will help stop problems before they start.” 

Instead of the Queensland Government seeking to hurriedly “arrest their way out” of addressing 

youth crime and bail breaches, we ask that the Queensland Government upholds its own Human 

Rights Act and commitments (including effective Parliamentary motions) and seek meaningful long-

term solutions in consultation with the communities of our most vulnerable youth, especially those of 

young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Yours sincerely, 

The Very Rev’d Dr Peter Catt 

Chair 

Social Responsibilities Committee Anglican Church Southern Queensland 

With the support of, 

The Rev’d Canon Bruce Boase, 

St John’s Anglican Cathedral Honorary Canon and Wakka Wakka man 

Editor’s note: The Social Responsibilities Committee’s submission and Anglicare Southern 

Queensland’s submission may be downloaded from the Queensland Parliament website.  

  

https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/bills/2023/3130/Strengthening-Community-Safety-Bill-2023-f07a.pdf
https://peakcare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/final-copy-of-open-letter.pdf?mc
https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/com/EGC-A022/YJDRAFTTIT-9F73/submissions/00000061.pdf
https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/com/EGC-A022/YJDRAFTTIT-9F73/submissions/00000031.pdf
https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/com/EGC-A022/YJDRAFTTIT-9F73/submissions/00000031.pdf
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Local • Tuesday 28 February 2023  

TSAC students partner with Rosies Friends on the Street 

TSAC Primary students with chaplain The Rev'd Jonathan Kemp and Rosies Ipswich Branch Coordinator 

Barry Rienecker. The students are Emma Saban, Neethma Sayyad, Eamon Alexander, Imogen Barry, 

Hannah Cooksey, Ruby Lynch, Edward Lewis, Mackenzie Sayer and Grace O’Bryan (2022)  

The Springfield Anglican College (TSAC) students recently donated 1,800 more meals to Rosies Friends 

on the Street outreach while learning more about the causes and impacts of homelessness during a 

dedicated “Homelessness Day of Action”. 

For the third year, Year 12 students organised a drive to donate cup-a-noodles and empowered 

students on the Primary and Secondary Campuses to support those experiencing homelessness. 

TSAC’s senior students galvanised the support of more than 1,200 TSAC students to organise a free-

dress day whereby, in lieu of a gold coin donation, students donated individual serves of cup-a-

noodles. 

Year 12 student Daniel said that homelessness is an issue that the whole community needs to help 

address. 

“I think it is important for us to learn about the rate and causes of homelessness because in doing so 

we also understand that we can make an impact and help those in the homeless community,” Daniel 

said. 

“It is important for us to care for people living through difficult circumstances because we, as 

students, have the privilege of education and can learn about homelessness, and then are able to use 

that knowledge to put things into action and make a difference. 
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“People in the community who are in a position to help should help because homelessness is a 

community issue.” 

The dedicated “Homelessness Day of Action”, with the associated collection of noodles, is an initiative 

embedded within the College’s Year 12 Health class, whereby senior students are required to develop 

an action strategy that empowers their fellow students to be advocates for those experiencing 

homelessness. 

TSAC Principal Steven Morris said that the initiative reflects the College’s ethos. 

“We believe everyone deserves access to a warm meal and a kind word, regardless of their living 

situation,” Mr Morris said. 

“For the third year, The Springfield Anglican College will be donating hundreds of individual meals with 

community partners, including College partner Rosies Friends on the Street, who are focussed on 

helping people get back on their feet. 

“The Springfield Anglican College ethos centres on faith, honour, and service. 

“Our senior students have been valuable in working with student leaders on both Primary and 

Secondary Campuses to raise awareness of homelessness in our local Ipswich community. 

“Since 2021, our students have donated almost 4,000 meals to local charities. 

“Students will use the data collected from the Day of Action and create an action research report to 

form part of their Health studies.” 

Rosies Ipswich Branch Coordinator Barry Rienecker, who addressed students on the Secondary 

Campus during the College assembly, thanked all students for their contributions and the Senior 

students who meet some of the people the outreach supports. 

“Rosies’ aim is to make welcome those who are homeless, at risk of homelessness, or are socially 

isolated,” Mr Rienecker said. 

“Mostly, we welcome people in the form of a cuppa, a snack, and the opportunity to chat, just as you 

would with friends. 

“The noodles give us the ability to do something more because for those who are hungry at the time, 

or who can’t afford meals later, the noodles are a chance to have something warm to eat, shared with 

them as a friend would share. 

“This is the third year that TSAC has organised a noodle drive to support Rosies. 

“Each year the response has gotten bigger, with the noodles collected this year possibly enough to last 

us for the rest of the year! 

“The donations from the students demonstrate their willingness to be friends with those we support. 

“Some of the senior students will come out and meet some of the people we support and see the 

impact of the College’s generosity. 

https://rosies.org.au/
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“The fact that many won’t get that chance, yet donate anyway, makes their willingness to support 

Rosies and the people we support even more amazing.” 

The cup-a-noodle staple was selected because it can be stored for lengthy periods of time, can be 

easily distributed, and only requires hot water to turn them into meals. 

According to recent data, the homeless rate in the Ipswich region is 35.4 per 10,000 people. 

Faith book reflections • Monday 27 February 2023 • By Colin Lim  

The book I have given away the most and why: Colin Lim 

"I have not explicitly asked those I’ve recommended this book to for a response. However, I have 

noticed, after reading it, that their perspectives start to reflect those mentioned in the book" (Colin Lim, 

February 2023)  

To be honest, I am not an avid reader, but when a book is recommended by my mentor, I tend to 

embrace the opportunity, even more so when it is gifted to me. After eight years, I still refer to this 

book in my reflections. 

The book is called Personhood and Presence: Self as a Resource For Spiritual and Pastoral Care, and it is 

by Ewan Kelly. I was intrigued by the word “personhood” from the start, and then captivated by Kelly’s 

poetry and story, which illuminate the human struggle and meaning it can reveal if we dare to 

explore. 

As a result, this book has taken me on a somewhat confronting, but fulfilling, journey of self-discovery. 

This is how I describe the book to those whom I think are “seeking to understand their individual 

personhood better”– not for satisfying one’s curiosity like some may do through a personality test, but 

to strengthen relationships with those they care for. This book certainly helped me accept past 

experiences with people and situations and how they shaped me, for better or worse. More 

https://www.rdaiwm.org.au/discover/
https://www.koorong.com/product/personhood-and-presence-ewan-kelly_9780567283283
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importantly, the book affirmed God’s will and purpose, and that I am therefore “good enough” to be a 

presence to His people, whether as a pastoral carer, husband, brother, son, friend or acquaintance. 

Even though I have come across other reflective books that address pastoral care, the way Kelly 

explores the different facets of “self” resonates with me. In particular, my “beloved self”, my “waiting 

self” with creativity and resilience, my “relational self” especially in my unconsciousness, my 

“vulnerable and limited self” where pride once dominated, my “mortal and powerful self” that 

constantly challenges me and last, but not least, my “meaningful self”, which drives what I am and do 

for God and His people. As the book explains on its first page: 

“The compassionate provision of pastoral or spiritual care does not begin with an assessment of 

another’s needs. On the contrary, it begins with an awareness of who we are as carers and what we 

bring to a particular encounter. What is the interpretative framework through which we process and 

filter our experience of another?” 

I have not explicitly asked those I’ve recommended this book to for a response. However, I have 

noticed, after reading it, that their perspectives start to reflect those mentioned in the book. 

Even though the most entertaining book I have come across is an autobiography, unlike Kelly’s book, I 

have only read it once and it is now parked on the shelf collecting dust, destined for a Lifeline 

Bookfest one day. However, Kelly’s book seems to be one of those books, for me at least, that 

journeys alongside my frequent thoughts, feelings and conversations. 

Editor’s note: If you would like to share with other readers what faith-related book, including 

those with theological, spiritual, ministry, Church history or justice themes, you have given 

away (or referred) the most and why, please email the Editor, Michelle McDonald, and she will 

let you know what is needed.  

  

mailto:focus@anglicanchurchsq.org.au
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Local • Tuesday 28 February 2023 • By Philippe Coquerand  

Queensland Governor visits Thread Together clothing hub 

at St Andrew's, Indooroopilly 

 
The Queensland Governor, Her Excellency the Honorable Dr Jeannette Young AC PSM, visited the Thread 

Together clothing hub on Monday 20 February 2023: Dr Young is pictured with (L-R) Phyllis Marsh 

(Anglicare SQ Board member); Melanie Mayne-Wilson (Anglicare SQ Board member); Kim Rayner 

(Anglicare SQ Board member); Sue Cooke ((Anglicare SQ CEO); and Gary Brady (Anglicare SQ Board chair)  

The Queensland Governor, Her Excellency the Honourable Dr Jeannette Young AC PSM, visited the 

Thread Together clothing hub at Indooroopilly, Monday 20 February, coinciding with the second 

anniversary of the unique clothing service in Queensland. 

The partnership between national not-for-profit Thread Together, Anglicare Southern Queensland and 

St Andrew’s, Indooroopilly redirects brand new clothing from landfill to people in need. 

Anglicare Southern Queensland Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Mrs Sue Cooke, said that Thread 

Together has provided more than 5,500 vulnerable Queenslanders with new clothing since its 

establishment in 2021. 

“The service initially commenced in Queensland in 2021 with a ‘mobile wardrobe’ sponsored by 

Bendon Lingerie. The van delivers clothing to those in need through Anglicare and other service 

providers,” Mrs Cooke said. 

“Last year we were thrilled that The Honourable Dame Quentin Bryce AD CVO, former Governor of 

Queensland and former Governor-General of Australia, was able to join us to open our permanent 

clothing hub in Indooroopilly, to complement the van service.” 

“We’re now honoured to host Her Excellency The Honourable Dr Jeannette Young AC PSM at the 

clothing hub to meet with our wonderful volunteers, workers and customers.” 
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Nationally, Thread Together and its community partners have saved more than 2,200 tonnes of new 

clothing from landfill over the past 10 years. Last year alone, as a result of the Queensland and NSW 

floods, the initiative helped hundreds of people and saved approximately 600 tonnes of clothing from 

landfill. 

Thread Together CEO Anthony Chesler said that the service is a global-first, dedicated to taking excess 

new clothing from manufacturers and designers and redistributing it to those in need. 

“Thread Together is operational in Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and 

Hobart. In addition to hubs and mobile services, Thread Together has announced the ‘wardrobe 

project’, a national program designed to assist women and children fleeing domestic violence 

situations, with the installation of 100 wardrobes into women’s shelters across the nation, with five so 

far located in Queensland,” Mr Chesler said. 

“The Thread Together Wardrobe and Capsule Service will allow women and children to access clean, 

new clothing including underwear, socks, sleepwear, and tracksuits when they arrive at a shelter 

following a domestic violence situation.” 

Thread Together celebrated two years of operation in Queensland with a morning tea on Monday 20 

February. 

For more information on Thread Together, please visit the Anglicare Southern Queensland website. 

First published on the Anglicare Southern Queensland website on 20 January 2023.   

International • Tuesday 28 February 2023  

Embattled faithful in Kyiv vow to stay on 

 
The Archbishop of Canterbury surprised Christ Church, Kyiv community members with a visit in 

December 2022 (Image courtesy of Christ Church, Kyiv Facebook)  

https://anglicaresq.org.au/about-us/advocacy/thread-together/
https://anglicaresq.org.au/news/queensland-governor-visits-thread-together-clothing-hub/
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The depleted Anglican community in Kyiv has survived a year of full-scale war and is still attracting 

new members, a longstanding Ukrainian member of the congregation says. 

“Most expatriate Anglicans had to leave when the war began, while embassy employees aren’t allowed 

to go to the city centre where our church is located,” Christina Laschenko, the churchwarden of Christ 

Church, the Anglican chaplaincy in Kyiv, explained. 

“Although new Russian attacks have already started in eastern Ukraine, we are hundreds of miles 

from the front line and don’t feel them directly. Meanwhile, with spring on the way and more 

electricity arriving from Europe, we’re hopeful the situation will improve.” 

Ms Laschenko was speaking as Ukrainians marked the anniversary of the Russian invasion, which has 

left tens of thousands dead, millions homeless, and swaths of the country destroyed. 

Speaking on the phone, she said that the regular congregation at the church’s services had shrunk to 

about a dozen, and included staff of international aid missions. Several new Ukrainian members had, 

however, also joined the congregation, Ms Laschenko said, creating hope that the chaplaincy would 

grow again once peace returned. 

“We all have friends and family members fighting in the east with our armed forces, and it’s not 

difficult to imagine how we feel when they come under attack at the contact line,” she said. 

“But a lot of people are looking for spiritual comfort and guidance during this war and looking for 

God’s support — many who never thought about the faith before are now attending various churches. 

As one military chaplain said, there are no atheists in the trenches.” 

The Christ Church chaplaincy opened in 1999, close to the Khreshchatyk Metro Station, sharing its 

church and premises with the German Lutheran community, and is in the diocese in Europe’s eastern 

archdeaconry, which covers both Ukraine and Russia. 

In a parish letter to mark the war anniversary, Ms Laschenko said that Ukrainians had not been 

“conquered within days”, as had been the Russian plan, but had been left grieving for the “huge 

human losses of ruined families, lives, and homes”, and had no option but to continue resisting. 

She said that she and other Anglicans would stay, praying and helping the needy, and Christ Church 

still hoped to find a permanent Chaplain so that it could “grow and flourish in a free and peaceful 

Ukraine”. 

The letter continues: “With daily air raid alerts, and shopping malls, maternity hospitals and residential 

blocks being hit, we all are in the war zone. Commemorating a year of full-scale war, we are now 

entering Lent, a time of trials. But the darkest hour comes before dawn, and we are also looking 

forward to Easter, the time of resurrection and triumph of life.” 

Speaking earlier this week, she said that religious leaders, especially from the Greek Catholic and 

independent Orthodox Churches in Ukraine, had become “extremely important” during the conflict. A 

surprise visit last December by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the diocesan Bishop, Dr Robert 

Innes, had provided “an important morale booster”. 

She said: “It was a gloomy time, with constant air-raid alerts and severe blackouts and cuts in 

electricity, heating, and internet connections; so we felt supported and encouraged. 
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“Today, while most drones and cruise missiles are destroyed by our air defences, the greatest danger 

comes from ballistic missiles, which come very quickly and hit everything — not just critical 

infrastructure, but civilian homes. Even if shot down, their broken parts still fall on the city.” 

Despite ever present needs at home, Ms Laschenko said, Ukraine had sent 87 emergency workers to 

rescue people in Turkey after the earthquake. 

First published on the Church Times news site on 24 February 2023. Visit the Church Times news 

site to subscribe today. 

International • Monday 13 February 2023  

Archbishop of Canterbury concludes South Sudan visit 

with plea for unity and peace 

Archbishop Welby, Pope Francis and Dr Greenshields with President Kiir of South Sudan on Friday 3 

February 2023 (Image courtesy of Church of Scotland)  

 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s three-day trip to South Sudan, in the company of Pope Francis and 

the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, The Right Rev’d Dr Iain 

Greenshields, has concluded with pleas for peace and mercy. 

The historic visit by the three Christian leaders began on Friday, when they met the President, Salva 

Kiir Mayardit, in Juba, the South Sudanese capital (News, 4 February). 

Archbishop Welby delivered a homily during an ecumenical prayer vigil in Juba on Saturday evening, 

attended by tens of thousands of people. 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2023/24-february/news/world/embattled-faithful-in-kyiv-vow-to-stay-on?
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2023/10-february/news/world/welby-speaks-of-grief-that-the-promise-of-peace-was-broken-in-south-sudan
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Standing alongside Pope Francis and Dr Greenshields, Archbishop Welby told the crowd: “In a world of 

famine and thirst, of natural disaster, faith in God’s abundance is hard. But when we are one, we value 

each other like we value the limbs on our own bodies.” 

Addressing young people in a country where more than 50 per cent of the population is under the age 

of 20, he said: “You are the majority of South Sudan. You are not just the future, you are the present. If 

we value you, we will listen to your hopes for peace and opportunity, and we allow those hopes to 

shape the priorities of our nation and church. 

“You will not be deceived into war. You will not be forced to kill. You will disagree with others, but you 

will still love them. You will set an obedient pattern of love to God.” 

Earlier on Saturday, Archbishop Welby had lead a service in All Saints’ Cathedral, Juba. He told the 

congregation, which included thousands gathered outside the Anglican cathedral: “I can hardly speak 

with sorrow for South Sudan. 

“I beg that, at every level, from the President to the smallest child, that people find the mercy of God 

and are transformed, and that there is peace and good government.” 

He continued: “There is a darkness over South Sudan and many other countries in this world. But the 

light is not overcome by the darkness. The people of Christ are the light of this nation.” 

In an interview with BBC News, broadcast on Saturday evening, Archbishop Welby explained what he 

hoped the trip might achieve in a country riven with conflict: “Dramatic gestures are to kick open 

doors to create momentum, they don’t solve problems. What they do is that they may unstick stuck 

situations, and then they have to be followed up.” 

On Sunday, Pope Francis celebrated an open-air mass in Juba, which was attended by 70,000 people. 

He said: “Jesus knows your anguish and the hope you bear in your hearts, the joys and struggles that 

mark your lives, the darkness that assails you and the faith that, like a song in the night, you raise to 

heaven.” 

After departing from Juba aboard the papal plane on Sunday, the three church leaders conducted a 

press conference, during which the Pope reiterated his call for homosexuality to be decriminalised 

around the world (News, 3 February), a view to which Archbishop Welby and Dr Greenshields 

assented. 

Asked about the significance of the trip, Archbishop Welby reflected: “We need constantly to be 

reminded, and I hope this trip reminds people, that the normal is for the Church to work as one.” 

First published on The Church Times website on 6 February 2023. 

 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2023/3-february/news/world/homosexuality-should-not-be-criminalised-declares-pope
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2023/10-february/news/world/archbishop-of-canterbury-concludes-south-sudan-visit-with-plea-for-unity-and-peace

